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BEST ALBUMS EVER //DETAIL IN THE STIET5
We put our music writers to 
the test and ask them what 
their fave album is - p.21

A picture special on the small 
art details scattered around 
the toon p. 15

Feeling the Semester 2 blues?

age 18

www.sumarketing.com

Student Media Buyers
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By DAVID BARTLETT

T H E  M A R Q U IS  o f B o w m o n t 
and C e s s fo rd , h e ir to  a £ 7 0  
m il l io n  f o r tu n e  h as b e e n  
caught dodging the £1 m etro 
fare.
C harles R obert Innes-K ers caught a t  
Jesm ond had  boarded a t  H aym arket. 
The inspector thought he w as pulling 
h e r leg, w hen he gave h is address as 
F lo o rs  C a s t le ,  K elso  in  S c o tla n d . 
Floors Castle is Scotland’s largest lived 
in  stately  home and houses the Duke of 
Roxburghe.

The M arquis is believed to be a  student 
in  Newcastle and some have hazarded 
a  safe  guess th a t  h is  s tu d e n t house 
does not quite m easure up to his family 
house in  th e  country th a t  has 60,000 
a c re s  o f la n d  a n d  a  £1 .5  m illio n  
champion golf course.
A nexus spokesman said: “He was quite 
em barrassed  about i t  b u t we got him  
b an g  to  r ig h ts  t ra v e ll in g  w ith o u t a 
t ic k e t .  I t  w as  o b v io u sly  a  o n e-o ff 
incident b u t he got caught and he will 
have to pay up”.
The M arquis decided not to pay the on 
the  spot £10 line, and therefore had 21 
days from the  date it  happened to pay 
or face possible court action  and the  
prospect of having his nam e added to 
the ‘Losers List’.

flemational Grand Festival Info - p.5

—

DOES YOUR diary look Ilka this? Do you have too much work, too little money 
and complain that it is too bloomin' oold?

Read our feature on Sem ester 2 blues on page 11, next to our EXCLUSIVE feature on one 
student’s experience of rape and how she got on w ith her life on page 10.

Heir to £70 million 
dodges £1 metro fare

http://www.sumarketing.com
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M ir  SOLVES UNI 
STUDENT RAPE 
AFTER OPENING 
UP 1500 CASES

Rape cases daring back 16 years are reopened with initial success
By DAVID BARTLETT

Th e  M etropolitan Police 
h a v e  s ta rte d
r e in v e s t ig a t in g  m o re  
than 1500 rape crim es, 
s o m e  o f  w h ic h  d a te  
back to  1987and involve 
at least one N e w ca stle  
U niversity student.

In  early  February  2003 the 
M et h a d  i ts  f i r s t  su ccess  in  
court, when M ark Wilkinson, a 
2 5 -y e a r-o ld  s a le s m a n ," w a s  
convicted  a n d  ja i le d  fo r five

years for the rape of a  19-year- 
old N e w c as tle  U n iv e rs i ty  
student in  1995.

Senior officers are confident 
th a t  h u n d red s  of th ese  cases 
can  be  so lv ed  b e c a u se  of 
a d v a n c e s  in  th e  fo ren s ic  
analysis of DNA. Of a  batch of 
25 c a se s  t h a t  h a v e  a lr e a d y  
b e en  loo k ed  a t ,  s ix  h av e  
m atched  sam ples sto red  on a 
national da ta  base.

C h ie f  In sp e c to r  R ich a rd  
W alton said: “If  I was a  rap ist I 
w ou ld  be w o rr ie d  b e ca u se  
sooner or late r we are going to

get you.
H e ad d ed : “T h ese  

in v e s tig a tio n s  w ill ta k e  my 
team  all over the  UK. A one in 
th re e  ‘h i t ’ r a te  in  1500 cases 
would m ean 500 cases solved. 
One in  five or one in 10 would 
still be well worthwhile”.

W hen h e a r in g  th is  new s, 
S a ra h  P lim m er a  th ird  y e a r  
medical student, philosophised: 
“I t  m ay  give a lo t o f w om en 
peace of m ind th a t  these  m en 
a re  b e in g  b ro u g h t o ff th e  
s t r e e t s ,  b u t  fo r a  lo t  o f th e  
victims it m ight be opening old

wounds. Which they  may have 
le a rn t to  deal w ith  an d  w an t 
left alone”.

T h is w eek is safety  week, 
w h ich  a im s  to  p ro m o te  
a w a re n e s s  a n d  d is s e m in a te  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t p e rso n a l 
student safety.

Personal safety alarm s will 
be available free of charge, as 
too a re  p a m p h le ts  w ith  
practical safety advice. There 
a re  a lso  a n u m b er of ev en ts  
going on around campus to the 
promote safety week.

Historical studies 
sells off 3000 books
Historical books including some dating back centuries were sold 
off by the University in a bid to make room the new school office

By DAVID BARTLETT

L A S T  S A T U R D A Y  th e  
H is t o r ic a l  S tu d ie s  
S c h o o l p u t to  a u c tio n  
n e a r ly  3 0 0 0  b o o k s  to  
make room  fo r the new  
s c h o o l o ff ic e . A ll  th e  
other history books have 
b e e n  m o v e d  to  th e  
Robinson Library.

A tre a s u re  lo s t u n d e r  th e  
h a m m e r  w as  th e  s ig n e d  
m em o irs  of D e se r t  R a t w a r  
legend  M onty. T he book “El 
A lam ein to th e  R iver Sangro’ 
w as g iven  a s  a p re s e n t  from  
M onty  to  th e  H e ad  o f th e  
Foreign Office W illiam S trang  
in  1946 w h en  i t  w as f i r s t  
published.

William S trang in  tu rn  gave 
th e  book to h is son Colin who 
was a  lec tu rer in  history, who

th en  donated  th e  book to  th e  
departm ent.

He added: “I t was a  sham e 
to see some of the  books go, but 
som e w ere  in  poor cond ition  
a n d  m an y  of th e  books gone 
were not much use to students 
any way. Although I doubt th a t 
th e  auction m ade even £1000, 
the books m ight otherwise have 
ended up in a skip”.

P ro fesso r P a tr ic k  Salm on, 
told the  Courier, “the books will 
be more accessible there, as the 
h isto ry  lib ra ry  w as only open 
during lunch tim es”.

Professor Salmon, was keen 
to  ad d , “th e  m oney from  th e  
a u c tio n  is  be in g  s e t  a sid e  to  
build  a fund for needy history 
s tu d e n ts ”. T h is  fu n d  w ill 
a m a lg am a te  a ll d o n a tio n s to 
th e  school, a n d  w ill becom e 
e sp ecia lly  u se fu l to  s tu d e n ts  
w hen  top  tu it io n  fees a re  in  
place in a  few years time.

UNIVERSITY OF
1  mflUi*'_ NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

IXAjSjsH
The Courier is the independent newspaper of 
the Union Society at the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne.
Established in 1948, The Courier is published 
weekly during term time.

The design, text, photographs and graphics are 
copyright of the Courier and the individual 
contributors. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced without prior permission of the 
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WEBSITE OFFERS CASH 
REWARDS FOR ESSAYS
Student lifestyle made easier with a new website that offers essays and 
offers incentives lor posting essays.

By ADELE ROBINSON 
and KATIE ARCHER

W h a t a re  s tu d e n ts  k n o w n  fo r?  
S tu d y in g , be in g  s h o rt o f cash and 
drinking.

A new  w ebsite  now  allow s you  to access 
essays posted up  by other students. Studying has 
never been so easy.

Essayfly, the student buddy web-site set up by 
the makers of Pro Plus are doing their upper most 
to make sure Newcastle students have the easiest 
time EVER.

Not only has the website posted hundreds of 
essays for students to access online but they are 
now encouraging users to post their own work up 
for a cash incentive.

A YAK is a term given to a person who lives

life to  the full and the Young and Knackered, 
YAK's, juggle jobs or are studying with a hard 
living schedule of alcohol bingeing, junk food and 
lack of exercise. W hich leaves little  tim e for 
essays.

A d h erin g  to its  s ta tu s  as a s tu d e n ts  best 
friend, help ing  s tu d en ts  to  stay  a le rt d u rin g  
demanding study times as well as a pick me up 
after a heavy n ight out, the Pro Plus web-site 
Essayfly, at www.proplus.co.uk, has also proved 
to be incredibly popular with students of GCSE, 
A-Level and particularly degree level. A Pro Plus 
spokesperson comments: "Young people have 
always burned the candle at both ends and now 
Pro Plus can offer assistance in academic study 
and leisure pursuits"!

Now, by sim ply posting  an essay onto the 
web-site, you will have the chance to win one of 
m any fifty pounds HMV vouchers that are on 
offer.

Students strut 
their stuff on stage

By ANNA POLLITT 
NUFS Director 2003

W H ILE T H E  capital buzzed w ith  the 
g la m o u r of Lo n d o n  Fash ion  W eek, 
th e  N e w c a s tle  U n iv e rs ity  Fash io n  
S h o w  a ttracted huge cro w d s  of its 
o w n . T h e  s h o w , o rg a n is e d  b y  
N e w c a s t le  s tu d e n ts  h ig h lig h t e d  
h ig h s tre e t tre n d s  and s h o w c a s e d  
s tu d e n ts  o w n  d e s ig n s  a lo n g  w ith  
raising m oney for charity.

This year the NUFS ra ised  m oney for The 
T an d ro y  C o n se rv a tio n  T ru st, a y o u n g  
organisation helping rural people of Madagascar 
preserve the natural resources they rely on to 
survive. The Fashion Show had an overall 24/7 
theme, incorporating all aspects of everyday wear, 
including sm art office wear, sports, swimwear, 
casual, c lubb ing  and  lingerie . N orthum bria

We asked some Newcastle University students what 
they thought of Pro Plus's newly launched website
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Fashion studen t C aroline Legg and Newcastle 
zoo logy  s tu d e n ts  N a ta lie  H u tto n  an d  R uth  
H arrie s  d es ig n ed  c lo th es for cu ttin g  edge  
Environmental and Indonesian themed walks.

The sh o w 's  m odels w ere  a ll N ew castle  
University students who were chosen for their 
p rofessionalism  and  good looks. The m odels 
show cased  c lo th es in  w alks care fu lly  
choreographed. The organisers were pleased by 
the success of the show . Leidau J Saytee and 
James Donovan (organisers) agreed that it went 
smoothly . Sarah Vardy acted as stylist, helping 
choose the clothes w hat the m odels wore and 
styling the models backstage over the two nights 
Donovan hopes to organise the event next year, 
saying "I also w ant to train people so when I'm 
n o t o rg an is in g  it, th ey 'll  know  w h a t th ey 're  
doing".

Every year the CAT society put on a show that 
entertains hundreds of students and this years 
show certainly lived up to its reputation. At the 
end of the show an aucton of show models saw 
audience m em bers get hot under the collar in 
bidding wars, with models reaching an average of 
a hundred pounds each.

Saints Hairdressing styled the models hair for 
The Newcastle University Fashion Show 2003 
and would like tp offer Courier readers a 
fantastic two for one deal. Just take a friend who 
hasn't been to Saints, and this edition of The 
Courier and you'll get a free haircut!

Saints, on the corner 
near Central 
Station. Telephone 
0191 2211 333.

studenttech.co.uk

Want a computer but put 
off by the inflated prices?
Designed for students - Word processing, games or just surfing

O  i < 0 ^
Laptops & PCs from 

under £350
£5 DONATION TO THE CHARITY OF YOUR CHOICE WITH EVERY LAPTOPPURCHASED I

CALL STUDENT TECH - (01443) 225793

D G L L

S u m m e r  C a m p  jobs in the USA Visit

Are you good at a sport or any other activity? Do you have experience of 
working with kids? Working as a camp counsellor on a North American 
summer camp is a fun and rewarding way to spend the summer.

www.bunac.org. 
for details of 

local talks and
Low up front costs interviews

S3 Guaranteed minimum in-hand salary
Time to  explore the whole o f North America after camp

53 BUNAC support services Be more
£53 BUNAC's visa service than just a
5 ^  Local Interview sessions tourist!

T e l :  0 2 0  7 2 5 1  3 4 7 2
S i i i Swww.bunac.org

BUNAC, 16 Bowling Green Lane, London, EC1R OQH Email: enquiries@bunac.org.uk

Want to advertise in the Courier?
Call 0191 232 4050 now or e-mail courier.marketing@ncl.ac.uk.

http://www.proplus.co.uk
http://www.bunac.org
http://www.bunac.org
mailto:enquiries@bunac.org.uk
mailto:courier.marketing@ncl.ac.uk


Deciding what you want to do with your 
can be a frightening prospect
What do you want? Career outside normal 9-5 grind, travel prospects, chance to work with top 
FTSE 100 companies, opportunity to work with intelligent, ambitious/like minded people.

What do we want? A strong interest in technology and its application in the business 
environment, 24 UCAS points and/or previous technical skills or work experience.

Sound good so far? If yes, then a career w ith Accenture may be right for you. But how will you 
know for sure? Why not drop into the session we're running at our Newcastle Office? Talk to recent 
recruits and veteran managers about their experiences and hear the truth about graduate careers 
from a company who tells it like it  is. What have you got to lose?

Date and Time: Tuesday 4th March -  6 pm 
Place: Accenture Newcastle Office, Fleming Business Centre, Burdon Terrace, 

Jesmond, NE2 3AE 
Description: Is a career with Accenture right for you?

Contact the career services for more details and to sign up.

Find out more about graduate careers with Accenture at 
www.accenture.com/decision-support

Accenture is com m itted to being an equal opportunities employer.

Consulting • Technology • Outsourcing • Alliances

accenture
Innovation delivered.

http://www.accenture.com/decision-support
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W hat is the International Grand Festival?

An annual event that showcases the diverse culures and talent 
within Newcastle University. Think of it as cross between the 

Royal Variety Performance and a circus.

W ho's in it?

This year we will have performances from:

/nc/oneria 
M a u r i t i a n  S o c i e t y  

Afro-BraziMTa (Capoerla)
Sooth A  slam Society 

Revere (North Guide’s tJf> for the top) 
^  Many Many More great acts

W hy should I go?

Because it's a chance to see many of these great acts together for 
only £2.50 with all money going to charity.

Union debate 
reveals 

students 
aginst w ar 

(BUT ONLY JUST)

By COURIER NEWS STAFF

L a s t T h u r s d a y  s a w  N e w c a s t le  
U n iv e rs ity 's  f irs t debate  on th e  
iss u e  o f  w a r  in  Ira q . T h e  f in a l 
result narrow ly favoured no w ar.

The D ebating  C ham ber in th e  Union 
played host to  Jed  Ltnk-and~Sabina Cudic, 
th e  American national debating team , and a  
New castle team  com prising of C hris P a rr  
and Alex Ward.

Ironically, th e  American’s were given the 
task  of arguing against w ar in  th e  Middle 
E ast, while the Newcastle students tried  to 
convince the  audience th a t w ar was, in fact, 
th e  only option left .

In th e  lively discussion, each side were 
allocated two speeches of seven m inutes in 
w hich  to  p ro p o se  th e i r  case , befo re  th e  
au d ien ce  w ere  g iven  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
qu estio n  th e  sp eak ers  on th e ir  d iffering  
stances. In  the  ensuing vote, a  verdict of “no 
war” was recorded by the narrow m argin of 
f if te e n  v o te s  to  tw e lv e , w ith  e ig h t 
abstentions.

"COME ON, COME ON" 
PAXMAN IS BACK FOR 
QUIZSHOW
After Newcastle's great performance 
last year on University Challenge, 
high hopes lie with this year's recruits

By TIM MAYNARD

T H E  H U N T  is on f o r  th is  
y e a rs  te a m  to  re p re s e n t  
N e w c a s t le  in  U n iv e r s i t y  
Challenge - the popular T V  
q u iz  s h o w  fo r  U n iv e rs ity  
students.

T h is  su m m e r, tw e n ty -e ig h t  
team s will come to  M anchester to 
record the la test series of the  long 
running quiz show. And it is hoped 
th a t  N ew castle  could em u la te  or 
better last year’s admirable effort of 
reaching the  quarte r finals.

T h e  h o s t ,  J e re m y  F a x m a n , 
insists th a t the  show is as fresh as 
it  ever was: “Although we hear the 
ir r ita tin g  p h rase  ‘dum bing down’ 
u se d  a b o u t e d u c a tio n ^  th e  b e s t

students are still astonishing. I t  is 
rem arkable  w h a t they  know. And 
w hat they don’t  know. But the best 
of today’s stu d en ts are  as good as 
ever they  were”. However Paxm an 
po in ts ou t th a t  th e  show is m ore 
th a n  ju s t  a  good g rasp  of general 
kno w led g e: “E v en  a n  a b il i ty  to  
reg u rg ita te  th e  en tire  contents of 
B r i ta n n ic a  is  no  g u a r a n te e  fo r 
su c c ess , fo r m a n y  o f th e  m o st 
en te rta in in g  questions requ ire  an  
ab ility  to th in k  quickly, to  th in k  
la te ra l ly ,  a n d  to  ta k e  a  chance. 
Fortune favours the intuitive”.

S tu d e n ts  who believe th ey  fit 
th e  b i ll  a n d  w o u ld  l ik e  f u r th e r  
inform ation  abou t th e  new  series 
should contact the  S tudents Union 
or r in g  0161 827 2165, or e-m ail 
university.challenge@ granadam edi 
a.com.



The Courier
24 February 2003 6/News

WEBSITE THAT OFFERS 
LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP 
TO LONELY STUDENTS

By COURIER 
NEWS STAFF

LO N E LY  N E W C A S TLE  
s tu d e n ts  no lo n g e r  
need to  w o rry , as a 
n e w  g ra d u a te
w ebsite provides the 
a n s w e r . F r ie n d s  
Freeunited, is a new  
w e b s ite  a im e d  
e x c lu s iv e ly  a t
u n d e rg ra d u a te s  and 
g ra d u a te s  w h ic h  is 
fa s t  h e lp in g  lo v e  
across the campus.

Since its official release 
on th e  10 th  F eb ru a ry , by 
far the  most popular facility 
has been the  LoveMatch, a 
u n iq u e  in te ra c t iv e
m atchm aker w hich allows 
p eo p le  to  v iew  y o u r 
c re d e n tia ls  a n d  th e n  
re g is te r  th e i r  in te re s t  in  
you. The ‘availabilty’ of the 
subject is determ ined by a

traffic  ligh t system : green 
for go, red for no and amber 
for w illing  to  s tra y  i f  th e  
o ffer is good enough! I f  
you like the correspondent, 
you reply, get together and 
who knows w here i t  could 
lead.

F re e U n ite d  is  n o t 
a ffilia ted  to  th e  “F rie n d s  
R eunited” website, despite 
also offering a  sim ilar “Lost 
& F o u n d ” serv ice , w h ere  
students and graduates can 
f in d  o r be  fo u n d  by old 
f r ie n d s  re g a rd le s s  of 
w h e th e r  th e y  a tte n d e d  
school together.

O th er facilities offered 
th rough  the  site  include a 
M e n to r P ro g ra m  w hich  
p a irs  s tu d e n ts  across th e  
country w ith  g rad u ates in 
their chosen profession, and 
NetworkNeighbourhood; an 
e x c lu s iv e  so c ia l an d  
business-networking zone.

The w ebsite  is  easy  to 
u se  w ith  v iv id  g ra p h ic s . 
T h e  on ly  f a u l t  is  th e

celebrity look-a-like section 
w h e re  m em b ers  m u s t 
choose a  celebrity picture to 
best rep resen t them selves. 
B ut who would ever adm it 
th ey  resem bled  th e  A nne 
W iddecom e p ic tu re .  
Despite this, membership is 
free.

T h e re  w as  a  m ixed  
response within the  student 
c o m m u n ity , a s  a  second

y ear politics s tu d en t said: 
“No I re a l ly  do no th in k  
anyone would join. There 
are m any other options, its 
ju s t  tragic.”

One second year female 
g eo g rap h y  s tu d e n t  w as 
m ore  u p b e a t  sa y in g : “I 
would use it, it  would be a 
g r e a t  w ay  to  m ee t new , 
in t r e s t in g  a n d  a f f lu e n t  
people!”

Census 
2001 
Shames 
North East
Sad facts show 
Newcastle in bad light

By SARAH BAINES

C E N S U S  2001 S T A T IS T IC S  show  
that w e  the N orth-East poopulation 
a re  p o o r , u n d e r -q u a lif ie d  and 
declining in numbers.

The governm ent is consequently  being 
accused of abandoning  and  neglecting the 
N orth -E ast region. The n u m b er of people  
living in the North East has dropped by 72,000, 
the largest drop in the country, and if other 
census sta tistics are to  be believed, i t 's  no 
wonder.

Thousands of people leave the region every 
year- especially talented young graduates- in 
search of better paid jobs in the south.

However, poor employment opportunities 
and population decline are apparently the least 
of our w orries. The region has the highest 
num ber of people describing them selves as 
"n o t in  good health". We are, it seems, an 
u nhealthy  area w here proccessed and  fast 
foods are causing serious health problems.

Kevin C urran , GBM N orthern  Regional 
Secretary, said, "the North East and the people 
who live here have been forgotton by Downing 
Street."

MEDICS TO  
SWIM CHANNEL

By COURIER NEWS STAFF

S e v e ra l N e w c a s t le  U n i 
medics are set to sw im  the 
E n g lis h  C h a n n e l in  an 
effort to raise funds for an 
African hospital. Th e ir aim 
is to  ra is e  m o n e y  fo r  
K iw o k o  H o s p ita l, in th e  
re m ote  Lu w e era  T ria n g le  
region, in Uganda.

The students: H annah  Steele, 
S h e ila  T aylor, Molly A nderson , 
Fiona Fahey, Rebeccca Preece and 
n ew ly  q u a lif ie d  d o c to r L o u ise  
Roberts, will a ll a ttem pt to cross 
th e  ch an n e l in  S e p tem b e r th is  
year.

Sheila visited the hospital last 
year and was so inspired by the 

ded ication  an d  h a rd  w ork of

th e  h o sp ita l s ta ff, th a t  she  now 
has decided to try  and improve its 
financial position:

“The h o sp ita l is  am azin g , i t  
looks after so m any people w ith so 
few re so u rces, i t  s tu n s  m e how 
much they manage to achieve.” 

T h ese  a c h ie v e m e n ts  a re  
a p p a r e n t  w h en  co m p a rin g  th e  
re sp e c tiv e  b u d g e ts  fo r K iwoko 
Hospital, and the General and RVI 
h e re  in  N ew c as tle . K iwoko 
m anages to su s ta in  itse lf  on ju s t 
£36,000 a  month, compared to the 
f lm i l l i o n  a  d ay  in  e ach  of 
Newcastle’s hospitals!

K iw oko’s m ed ica l fa c i l i t ie s  
provide basic m edical essen tia ls  
for i ts  su rro u n d in g  com m unity. 
T h ese  p ro c e d u re s  in c lu d e  
im m u n isa tio n  a g a in s t  v a r io u s  
d is e a s e s , su ch  as TB a n d  
provisions for safe and successful 
child birth.

T he s tu d e n ts  sw im  w ill tak e  
p lac e  in  S e p te m b e r, w h en  th e  
C h a n n e l is  a t  i t s  c a lm e s t. 
However, Molly rem ains cautious 
a b o u t th e  s ize  o f th e  ta s k :  
“Sw im m ing th e  C hannel is very 
d ifficult because of th e  tide  and 
th e  w e a th e r . S w im m in g  th e  
C h a n n e l w ill be  a  h u g e  
achievement.”

In  o rd e r  to  m ak e  th e  ta s k  
worthw hile, sponsorship is v ital. 
Molly said : “We a re  looking for 
sponsorship from businesses and 
from family and friends.”

I t  is hoped th a t this money can 
go some way to helping the lives of 
the surrounding community.

We're Not 
Alone...

By Tim Maynard

T h is  c o lu m n  la s t w e e k  d e s c r ib e d  th e  
le tte r le s s  le tte rs  p a g e  in  B ir m in g h a m 's  
'Redbrick' student paper.

The editor, N ick Carson, w as baffled: “Are we doing 
no th ing  wrong or everyth ing wrong?” he  m oaned. This 
week he has finally been blessed w ith letters.

However all is  not good. One le tter complains about the 
headline used in  a  travel featue ‘Monging out in  Mongolia’ 
an d  th e  offensive connotations such a llite ra tio n  m ight 
cause. T he ed ito r rep lies by say in g  “we a re  constan tly  
looking to improve the  paper”.

Based on th e  evidence of th e  p a s t two weeks, Nick, 
scrapping th e  le tte rs  page m igh t be a  sensible place to 
sta rt.

O x .f o f d >

'T h e  O xfo rd  S tu d e n t' have apparently w on 
"th e ir m ost prestigious a w a rd ", a half litre of 
ice  c re a m  a t a 'w o r ld -f a m o u s  m o o in g  
com petition'.

Editor Natalie Toms responded by saying "I will allow no 
m ore crappy moo pu n s in  m y new spaper". How ever, it 
appears there is division at the top as her Co-Editor Charles 
Hotham  was said to be "over the mooooon". Stand your 
ground, Natalie, stand your ground!

C a r d i f f
C a rd if f  U n iv e rs ity  has its  v e ry  o w n  G a ry  
Kasparov. Leighton W illiam s, a second year 
Chem istry student, has w on the w orld 's  35 th 
O lym piad in Slovenia.

Williams had previously won a gold medal at the 1994 
Chess Olympics b u t becom ing a M aster "definitely tops 
that". Williams, now 25, left school at the age of 16 to pursue 
a professional career in the game, bu t has since come to view 
chess "as a hobby.

Playing chess day after day  becomes tedious". A fair 
point for all of us, but based on the evidence that Williams 
m ust have practised daily to take the title, it's  unlikely he 
believes it himself.

F in a lly ,  B r is t o l 's  p a p e r " E p ig r a m "  h as 
reported in a colum n similar to  this the story 
o f h o w  p la n s  to  h ave  a m ale and  fe m a le  
stripper at our ve ry  o w n  Union  to  prom ote 
safe sex have been scrapped because it was 
considered unnecessary and a security risk.

This was indeed faithfully reported by 'The Courier' back 
in November. The story makes the 'Epigram ' on the 10th 
February. So, congratulations Bristol, on your fantastic up  to 
the minute journalism!
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War casualty gets Bee Says 

the front page

W ith  ta n k s  h eading to  th e  
g u lf, naval vessels 
am assing in th e  M idd le  
East, and th e  w e e k s o f w e ap on s 

inspections d ra w in g  to  an u n ­
co n clud e d  end, there  w a s o n ly  
one sto ry  d o m in a tin g  th e  fro n t 
pages o f th e  n a tio n 's  papers. 
D a vid  B e ck h a m 's  eye.

W orld W ar 3’s seem ingly im m inen t, 
a n d  th e  n a tio n  is cap tiv a ted  by Alex 
Ferguson  an d  h is  dead ly  accu ra te  sh o t - i f  
Sco tland  have  a n y  sense  th e n  th ey  should 
be f irs t on th e  phone w ith  an  
in te rn a tio n a l call-up. I am  su re  he  can  
p lay  rugby  as well, i f  th ey  a sk  nicely.

P e rh ap s th e  obsession w ith  th e  
Ferguson-B eckham  sag a  stem m ed from 
th e  fact th a t  th is  w eek h a s  been  a  
thoroughly  d ep ressing  w eek w hen  a ll 
th in g s a re  considered. T he p h ra se  
*national trag ed y 1, h a s  been bounced 
aro u n d  th e  m ed ia  a ll too frequen tly  in  th e  
la s t  seven days. I ra n  m ourned  th e  d e a th  
o f 302 c itizens as a  m ilita ry  aerop lane 
cam e down in  th e  so u th  of th e  country  
and , pe rh ap s even m ore harrow ing , 125 
people w ere k illed  in  an  ap p aren tly  
m otiveless a rson  a tta c k  on a  South  
K orean underg ro u n d  tra in .

M eanw hile, F rance is  p lay ing  ho st to 
th e  a n n u a l Franco-A frican sum m it, to  be 
a tten d ed  by leaders o f over 50 African 
sta te s , including everybody’s favourite  • 
d ic ta to r R obert M ugabe. W ith  a  certa in  
degree of two-facedness, th e  Z im babw ean 
p resid en t w as only allowed to  v is it 
F rance on th e  condition th a t  th e  F rench  
sign an  ag reem en t to inflict fu rth e r 
sanctions on th e  M ugabe regim e, 
suggesting  th a t  th e  F rench  do adopt th e

stan ce  th a t  s ta te -sponsored  s ta rv a tio n  is 
w rong, y e t th e ir  governm ent seem  m ore 
th a n  h ap p y  to  give th e  P re s id e n t th e  
cred ib ility  he  so craves. S till, a t  le a s t 
they ’re  opposed to  th e  Iraq i w ar.

Indeed, th e  re s t  of th e  new s w asn ’t  so 
m uch d om inated  by w a r  as by an ti-w ar. I 
have  no doubt th a t  everyone read in g  th is  
w as a t  le a s t  aw are  of, i f  n o t involved in  
th e  London d em onstra tion  w hich 
encom passed anyw here  from  750,000 to 2 
m illion p a rtic ip a n ts  (depending on 
w h e th er you a sk  th e  governm ent or th e  
ev en t organisers!)

However, th e re  w ere a  n u m b er of 
m arches a ll over th e  w orld la s t  W eekend 
to  bo lster an y  figures compiled in  th e  UK. 
M elbourne w itnessed  150,000 m arch ers  
an d  S p an ish  a u th o ritie s  describe figures 
in  Seville an d  M adrid  as to  ta ilin g .1.3 
m illion. P artic ip a tio n  in  M u s lim 1 
countries w as significant, though  
considerably sm aller, w ith  a n  Islam abad  
p ro tes t seeing  figures o f  3,000. A poor 
tu rn o u t indeed - th a t ’s, over a  thousand  
few er civilians th a n  w ere k illed  by NATO 
bombs in  th e  A fghan istan  an d  Kosovo 
conflicts.

G

“I’ve always w an ted ^  
go on crutches but 

instead I ju s t have to 
hobble. So I apologise to 

anyone I’ve ever called ‘hop-a-long’ 
as the resu lt of sim ilar injuries.”

i v i a  k i n #  

doll 
h o u s e s  

is coot
I am  c u rre n tly  c o n s tru c tin g  m y  

p e rfe ct house. It is a little  red and 
w h ite  strip ed  lightho u se , m ade of 

o ld  ca rd bo ard  boxes and p lastic  
ta k e a w a y containers.

All th e  fu rn ish ings a re  m ade to m easure , bec- 
afied  a n d  so very, very  cool.
I have  m ade a  sw inging double bed; som ething 
th a t  I fea r in  rea l life m ay  b ring  my bedroom 
ceiling down. B u t in  th is  house, who needs 
logistics?
A  firem an’s  pole is th e  w ay  down from th e  top 
floor. My a rch itec t friend is very concerned about 
th is  “how do you get back up?’

‘Look, th is  isn ’t  a  s tru c tu ra l model, you fly for 
God’s sake!’ I  reply. You see, in  th is  dolls house, 
any th in g  is  possible.
O th er housem ates have contributed  in  various . 
w ays - one m ade a  to ile t out of an  egg box and  
an o th e r stood on and  squashed  th e  tin y  Jacuzzi 
I’d  m ade ou t of a  m argarine  tu b  an d  bubble wrap.

The fun p a r t  is m aking  th e  people to inh ab it 
th e  house. Obviously I ’m  m aking  a  little  
plasticine Bee, b u t I ’m  divided between who to 
have w ith  me; my boyfriend or D aniel Day 
Lewis... I th in k  H I m ake them  both and  they can 
ju s t  squabble am ongst them selves.
T here  will be lots o f k ids though, to  go on th e  tiny  
card-and-toothpick bun k  beds. And i f  th ey  are  
mischievous I can  ju s t  unm ake them .

I  feel th a t  th is  is th e  beginning o f w h a t will be 
a  beautiful, m ini, recycling-friendly metropolis.
I am  going to s ta r t  on a  tem ple ju s t  a s soon as m y 
house is furnished, w here th e  citizens can 
w orship m e as th e ir  creator.
T hen I th in k  I’ll construct Bec-ingham palace to 
house m y plasticine harem .

BECCA SNOW
■ ■ . . V  _

A t  the risk of sounding 
paranoid or m ad, o r both, 
som eone is out to  get me. 
Th e y  d o n 't w a n t m e to  ever m ake 

it to  the g ym  again after last 
w e ek 's  co lum n. I k n o w  this 
because yesterday on m y w a y  to  
said g ym , I sprained m y ankle 
and had to  spend the rest of the 
afternoon in casualty. W hich w as 
great fun.

So now I’ve been told that I can’t move for 
the next few days and have to stay at home with 
my leg propped up on stacks of pillows to make 
the tennis ball shaped swelling on my ankle go 
down. Attractive.

I’m not happy. Not because I’m not allowed 
to walk. Not because I can’t go to the gym for the 
next two months. Not because of the huge 
amounts of stick I’ve received for managing to

trip over my own feet (whilst sober too!) and 
thus injure myself. But because I didn’t even get 
given any crutches. I’ve always wanted a go on 
crutches but instead I just have to hobble. So I 
apologise to anyone I’ve ever called ‘hop-a-long’ 
as the result of similar injuries. I now know how 
you feel.

Normally given the chance to skip lectures 
for a few days, I would be dancing in the streets. 
But, apart from the fact that I can’t actually 
dance in the streets, I feel strangely sad at the 
fact that I’m missing all the latest news on 
Chomsky and Middlemarch. Maybe it’s more 
that I’m missing out on the gossip. Being at 
home is boring. I only have the Internet for 
company and I’ve discovered that there is a 
reason why daytime TV is only on when 
eveiyone is out - I don’t think ‘Doctors’ will ever 
be up for a Bafta.

I haven’t even got that much sympathy. Not

content with laughing at my hobbling, my loving 
boyfriend has taken to singing songs about 
walking just to rub it in. If I hear Walk This Way 
one more time, I’m going to scream. I can’t even 
make a quick getaway — it takes half an hour to 
make it to the bathroom.

More than the boredom, I hate the feeling of 
not being able to do anything. I thought it would 
be great to have people jump to my every beck 
and call - 1 even thought about getting one of 
those little bells to ring when I need the TV 
channel changing. But, apart from the fact that 
no-one would ever talk to me again, I feel really 
bad. So a big thank you to Marc, my Grandpa 
(who should retrain as an ambulance driver) and 
my flatmates for putting up with me - 1 owe you 
one.

JENNIE LAWRENCE

IHfctr* 0N€ \M€ AAfife 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■
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s p r i n t  H > e l tn a  s p e a k s :  fcotfl) t f je

i&tanL. A combination of star gazing, female intuition, an active imagination 
and a tendency to fabrication, Selina brings us her unique interpretation 
of the stars to guide our readers through their week...

FISHES ( 2 0  FeJpary-iQ/March):
It’s birthday season ana 
You’re natural kinwrcs: 
everyone’s favouritasi 
month you’ll fimnrlot

ARIES

[lie for Pisceans. 
to make you 
ms on you this

Stars are sparklir?nall. around you at the momeri You've been 
picked up by a refreshing wave of change jthajm last for as 
long as you want and talafryqu qjjar^ ts-^lu want to go. Just go 
with the flow and enjoy J

TAURUS (2 1  A p ^ 2 1  Mi
Reality is what yoiHfcak^ai tFam jf the rjpality you find 
yourself in now isn iy y v  you’d likeitrttF»e then take a Matrix 
leap and programme yourself a new fonp.-Transformation is in 
the air this week so therepTioibettcr tinie to reassess your 
world and make some snikisti

GEMINI ( 2 2  May-22 June)
Your worst ch 
tackled this 
reach a littl

ality, cyuld do with being 
irror image and 
what you find.

CANCER ( 2 3  June-23 July): -
7  a 'It i  r c  ( 3

You're a hard ljftleSyoiker and it pays off, but don’t forget to 
give yourself a break. Friends are wfitirig at me side lines to 
give you the supporoi&ntajlmiarwln^need, so allow yourself
tune to receive *oi 
deserve.

Attention that you

LEO ( 2 4  Jnly-23 (August):
|  Y s\\

If you’re single but interestedm stmeone, this is the week to 
do something about it! Let them know you’re interested. What 
have you got to lose? If you crasfTaiurbum the worst you’ll 
feel is a little bruised pride. Take^dme chances this week or 
you may never know.....  ]/

VIR60(24 August-23 September):
You’re a star with a whbfe load ndenergy bubbling inside, 
waiting to escape; justf be sure that you nrnrci positive way to 
use it or it’ll turn intg a ixerVous energy that’ll drive you and 
everyone else mad. l>ek>4or pepfle arm.places that’ll keep you 
peaceful and serene.

LIBRA: ( 2 4  S nber-23 October)
The gods are smiling di 
opportunities this week 
indecisiveness and laclc 
from making the most o

qfijering plenty of golden
)e sura that your tendency to 

Lnfiwneefdoesn’t prevent you 
hat farejWoffering you.

SCORPIO ( 2 4  O c to b e ^  November):
Life’s been buzzing for Scorpios recently and not wanting to 
miss a moment you've no doubt been quoting that favourite 
Scorpio motto ‘I’ll sl^ri£yien_L2jey Very courageous. But 
remember, though your carriag^iight not turn into a pumpkin 
at midnight, your brain might gooQ/tfegin to resemble one. So 
get some rest!

SAGITTARIUS ( 2 3  November21 December)
~'^^w5}i>itA new month is approaMnjgSKf wtg) it a fresh blank page to 

fill. Use this week to look at what -fwrwSA to carry through 
from last month and wluryou'want to leave behind and get
ready to enter a new and vi| t̂mt\clpLp^wy

pyou'i 
I vibran

“ i f

CAPRICORN ( 2 2  A m M O  January):
If you’ve been feeling yjfu’y^been stuck in a rut for the past 
few weeks, things are feouT1to cH3Tlgt!pftie planets are here to 
haul you out and put yowpackforUracli. It’s time to put the past 
behind you and look to tija future J By the end of the week 
you’ll be buzzing with ener;

reJlSvjl 
and i ruler peace!

AQUARIUS (2 1  Jam on-lO February):
Creativity is the key toefeoess'thiS'waek. Whether it’s 
intellectual, physical onaQgt^iO/jgwe you the buzz you're 
looking for to live ever^jnoment to me full and feel truly alive.
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BRING RACK 80'S TV
Who says the 1980's are naff?
Stefdnie loved them, and compiled her very own 

Top 10 TV hits from the decade we tried to forget

By STEFANIE FOSTER

Sio, here I am - an aged 
crone of (alm ost) 21, 
w ith  the w rinkles fast 

approaching and the 
prospect of taxes, pension 
plans and incontinence 
loom ing up ahead. Th e  
future is N O T  looking 
bright. N o w  that I am  
beginning to  feel the 
burden of age, I have 
begun to  rem inisce about 
the things I have left 
behind in the carefree days 
of m y childhood. A h , the 
G ood O ld  Days: w e  had 
dodgy haircuts (M u m , I w ill 
never forgive you fo r that 
fringe); w e had shoes w ith  
their o w n fairytale (Clarks 
M agic Steps, I mean Y O U ); 
and w e  had the best 
dam ned television show s a 
kid could have hoped for.

T hat’s righ t folks - i t  w as the 
80s.

As m ost o f my memories of th is 
decade seem to involve e ither the  
Fraggles or She-Ra, I can  only 
conclude th a t 80s TV was a  big 
p a r t  of my childhood. So, in  
memory of o u r happy childhood 
days, I  offer you the  creme de la  
creme o f ‘80s kids’ TV, in the hope 
that, these  fond reminiscences m ay 
re-ignite th e  quickly fading light of 
ou r youths.

■ i ■ ■ ■ ■

TH E  O FFIC IA L  T O P  T E N  80S 
K ID S ' T V  SHO W S
(as voted for by fellow 80s kids):

10 - TR A N S FO R M ER S

These ‘robots in  disguise’ consisted 
of the heroic Autobots, led by 
Optimus Prim e, and the evil 
Decepticons, led by Megatron, 
whose sin ister plan was to drain 
the  earth is energy. The Autobots 
would be on hand every episode to 
p u t a  stop to the  Decepticonsi 
designs, which is when the 
transform ing took place: some 
became vehicles, others became 
weapons, and some even took on 
the  form of dinosaurs (an idea 
adopted by the Power Rangers 
years later). Each robot’s ability to 
transform  was p u t to good use in 
the  fight against the enemy - even 
the  one who tu rned  into a  stereo 
(hey, even robots need 
en terta inm ent)..

9 - T -B A G

A fantastic programme about a 
witch called T-Bag, whose only 
object seems, on reflection, to have 
been the  annoying use of the  letter 
T (tea). Inside her T-Room she 
commanded h er servant, a  boy 
called T-Shirt, to m ake h er cups of 
tea  from the  leaves of the  sinister 
T-Plant, which helped to sustain  
h er magical powers. To prevent T- 
Bag corrupting the English 
language further, a  young girl had 
to go around collecting spoons (it’s 
true, I swear!) which, when th e  set 
was completed, would secure T- 
Bag’s banishm ent. T-shirt’s job was 
to h inder the  girl’s quest, but he 
always switched sides in  the last 
episode to help the girl destroy T- 
Bag. The first T-Bag was 
apparently  Talula Bag, replaced in 
la te r episodes by h er sister,
Tabitha Bag, who conveniently had 
the-same initials.

8 - G U M M I BEARS

An excellent Disney cartoon w ith a 
catchy them e tim e. Each episode, 
the  Gummi Bears would have to 
protect Princess Calla and her 
page, Cavin, as the power-hungry 
Duke Ig thom  tried  to seize King 
Gregor’s throne. To prepare 
them selves to fight Ig thom ’s ogres, 
the  Gummis would down a glass of 
gummi-berry juice and end up 
bouncing ‘here and there  and 
everywhere’ - usually in the 
direction of Igthom ’s fleeing ogres.

7 - R A G G Y  D O LLS

Yet another great them e time! The 
Raggy Dolls were Hi-Fi, Back-to- 
Front, Lucy, Dotty, Claude,
Princess and Sadsack, all of whom 
were condemned to the reject bin a t 
Grimes Soft Toys. The Raggies had 
num erous adventures, in  which 
th e ir disabilities would always be 
put to good use (although I don’t  
know how Sadsack became useful - 
I always thought his disability was 
being a  b it dim).

6 - D A N G E R M O U S E

This crime-fighting rodent lived 
ju s t outside Sherlock Holmes’ 
residence on B aker Street, inside a 
red pillar box. Every episode, he 
and his nervous ham ster sidekick, 
Penfold, would receive a  mission 
from their ‘chief, a  w alrus named 
Colonel K  The duo would then 
outwit various bungling criminals, 
including th e ir arch-enemy Baron 
Greenback, a  greedy toad, and his 
crow assistant, Stiletto.

5 - M Y S TE R IO U S  C ITIE S  O F 
G O LD

This show followed Esteban, the 
young son of an  explorer, in  his 
search for El Dorado.
Accompanying him  on his quest 
were his friends Zia and Tao, a 
parrot, and Spanish navigator 
Mendoza. The group were 
constantly pursued and hindered

by Senior Gomez and the Spanish 
arm ed forces, bu t they  always 
escaped with their solar-powered 
ship, Solaris (pretty technologically 
advanced for its day), or in  the 
memorable Golden Condor.

4  - K N IG H TM A R E

Surely the best game-show of all 
time, Knightm are took place in 
dungeon scenes, where a 
dungeoneer (a kid w ith a  big 
helm et on) would be guided 
through various traps and perils by 
three of his friends, who watched 
his progress through a  ‘magic 
m irror’. The dungeon m aster, the 
bearded Treguard, would often help 
the kids in  their quest, which was 
to complete the  dungeon and 
retrieve a  crown, shield, or sim ilar 
object.

3 - H E -M A N  &  TH E  
M A S TE R S  O F TH E  
UN IVER SE

This was one of the  best-loved 80s 
cartoons. By holding aloft his sword 
and yelling “By the  power of 
Grayskull, I have the power!” the 
effeminate Adam (high-pitched 
voice, pink shirts) would be 
miraculously transform ed into the 
bronzed m uscleman known as He- 
M an (complete w ith a  kinky pa ir of 
fluffy red Speedos). Adam’s 
cowardly pet, a green and yellow 
tiger called Cringer, was also 
transform ed into the  mighty 
Battle-Cat, who helped He-Man in 
the  fight against Skeletor’s evil 
forces.

2 - R AIN BO W

“P a in t the whole world w ith a 
rainbow!” We all remember the 
opening credits to th is 80s classic, 
and who could forget its stars? 
There was Geoffrey, the  hum an; 
Bungle the  bear; George the 
effeminate hippo; and Zippy, the... 
Ahem. Well, no one ever quite

figured out w hat Zippy was - 
although I’m pretty  sure th a t if 
he’d been in the Raggy Dolls, he’d 
have been in  the reject bin for sure. 
O ther Rainbow regulars were the 
singing and dancing trio, Rod, Jane  
and Freddy. The only other thing I 
remember about Rainbow is th a t 
Geoffrey, Bungle, Zippy and George 
always slept in the  same bed 
together, which resulted in terrible 
playground rum ours which I 
neither condone nor substantiate.

1 - T H U N D E R C A TS

My survey showed th is classic 
cartoon to be the definite favourite, 
and it is a  victory well deserved. 
Our heroes were Lion-o, Lord of the 
Thundercats; Pan thro, the 
mechanic who built the 
T hundertank; Tygra, the architect 
behind Cats’ Lair; Cheetara, the 
speedy one; W ilykit and Wilykat, 
the mischievous kids; and Snarf, 
the loyal (but highly annoying) 
nanny and cook. The Thundercats’ 
m ain enemy was Mumm-Ra, who 
could could change from a  withered

and bandaged corpse to a flying, 
strengthened version of himself, 
w ith the  incantation: “Ancient 
spirits of evil, transform  th is 
decayed form to Mumm-Ra, the 
ever-liviiiiing!” However terrifying 
his new form first appeared, 
Mumm-Ra fell considerably in  my 
esteem  when it  was revealed th a t 
simply showing him his reflection 
had him  fleeing back to his tomb. 
Slithe, Monkian, Jackalm an and 
num erous other baddies tried  every 
week to get rid of our heroes, but 
they never m anaged to succeed. 
Thundercats - Hooooooo!

Please do not blame me if your 
favourites a ren ’t included - the 
ten were chosen by survey, and 
it  would be impossible to w rite 
a b o u t a ll th e  good 80s show s 
( th e re  a re  so m any!) in  th is  
m uch space. B ut if  you would 
like  to  know m ore, check ou t 
w w w . 8 0 s n o s t a l g i a . c o m , 
w w w .y e ste rd ay lan d .c o m  an d  
w w w .g li t te r -n e t .c o .u k . T hey  
don’t  make ‘em like they used to.

http://www.80snostalgia.com
http://www.yesterdayland.com
http://www.glitter-net.co.uk
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"I woke up, and found 
myself in m y own bed,

pink sheets.a

RAPE: This moving account of a rape details what happened to one female Newcastle student and how she 
begin to get on with life. If you only read one feature in The Courier this year, make sure it's this one.

You m ight th ink I look 
like a norm al person 
if you saw  me 

w alking dow n the street. 
Y o u  m ight not notice me 
w hen you w ere buying your 
shopping and I stood in 
front of you in the queue. 
Y o u  m ight not even pick 
me out of a crow d dancing 
in a club. Y ou  w ill not see 
m y scars. You  w ill not look 
at me and k now  that I have 
been raped.

Wide eyed and fidgeting I 
arrived a t  university. I hurriedly 
made acquaintances, and soon they 
became my friends. Rapidly I came 
to the conclusion th a t I loved the 
freedom of living in a  new city. I 
was enjoying life...

In  early December my friends 
and I w ent to a  club. I t was 
nearing Christm as and we were in 
high spirits. A t m idnight I was 
seen leaving the  club with a  m an. 
Flash: I was lying on a  bed with 
blue sheets, someone on top of me. 
At 5am, crashing and banging was 
heard  (by my next door neighbour 
in  the hall of residence) and a 
m an’s voice coming from my room. 
Flash: I woke up, and found myself 
in my own bed, pink sheets.

I stum bled from my bed, still in 
my clothes, and began undressing. 
The flares th a t  I was wearing from 
the  night before were ripped 
around th e  waist. I w asn’t  wearing 
the  thong th a t I had gone out in. 
Tears welled up  in my eyes. My 
thigh and bottom pounded with

C i U l & c U n H  f o  t ijt z p

1. Go out in a  group, so th a t you 
can watch your friends and they 
can watch you. Men as well as 
women are victims of drug rape, 
so watch all of your friends.

2. If your drink  tastes strange or 
looks funny, leave it and get a 
fresh one. If  you feel strange (e.g. 
too drunk) when you should not, 
tell a friend th a t you trust.

3. If you haven’t  seen th a t a  drink 
bought for you is safe, don’t  take a 
chance. Especially if  bought by 
someone th a t you do not know.

4. If you leave a drink 
unattended, don’t  go back to it. 
Non alcoholic drinks can be 
drugged as easily as alcoholic 
ones, so take the same 
precautions.

bruises th a t were beginning to 
shine purple through the skin. My

cheeks felt hot and angry. A 
swollen bump upon my opposite hip 
throbbed faster as my heartbeat 
quickened. Blood trickled down the 
inside of my thigh. The tears fell.

The steam  rose from the hot 
b ath  and the  fragrance of 
raspberries gently wafted toward 
my nose. I climbed into the 
steam ing w ater and relaxed as the 
waves lapped around my body. I 
rem ained unmoving as my fingers 
tu rned  to prunes. From my swollen 
eyes tears still fell steadily.

The bath  w ater had turned cold 
by the  tim e I dragged myself from 
the tub. My body shivered as I, for

“I woke up, 
and found 

m yself in my 
own bed, pink 

sheets.”
the  first tim e thought th a t I had 
been raped.

Speaking to my friends, and 
desperately try ing  to piece together 
the  information th a t I remembered, 
I came up w ith the  events th a t I 
have already related  of the night 
before. I told no one of my fears.

Feeling deservedly alone I w ent 
to my room, stripped the beds of the 
spoiled sheets, and curled up in  a 
ball. T urning the  events of the 
n ight over and over in my mind 
kept me awake all night. W hen 
daylight finally flooded through my 
curtains, I  left my room and 
knocked upon a  friend’s door.

‘Can you come with me to take 
the morning after pill?’ I asked, 
sham e colouring my cheeks scarlet.

Memory of w hat I told people 
when, fails me, as the  days seem to 
b lur into a  haze of forgetfulness. I t  
w as as though I was in  limbo, and 
my life, a  film I was watching.

Two weeks later, convinced I 
had p u t the  incident behind me, I 
again w ent out with friends. To 
help me relax in the  club, I had a 
few shots of vodka. For courage to 
go out onto the  dance floor, I had a 
few shots of vodka. W hen 
approached by a  m an I needed a 
few shots of vodka to calm me 
down. Increasingly uneasy and 
getting steadily drunker I stum bled 
around trying to find the  friends I 
had lost on my las t visit to the  bar. 
Panic seized me. My heart 
pounded in my chest. A 
threatening m an offered me 
ecstasy.

As fast as I could, I ran. My 
friends m ust have seen me for they 
gave chase. I storm ed blindly into

roads, through bushes, and 
crammed myself into a small space, 
between a  building and a  fence. 
Tears stream ing down my burning 
cheeks, I screamed a t my friends to 
leave me, I w anted to be alone; I 
did not need their help. I would 
stay  hidden in the bushes, curled 
up in  the  mud; I did not care w hat 
happened to me. I w anted the 
world to swallow me up; to undo my 
existence, to m ake it  such th a t I 
had never been. Through 
persuasion and perseverance on my 
friend’s behalf I finally allowed 
them  to lead me home.

I t is rarely  th a t one tests 
friendship to such extremes, but I 
believe th a t I pushed those 
fantastic people to the  lim it th a t 
evening. W hen I awoke th e  next 
day, it  was kindly put, b u t insisted 
th a t I see a  professional. I swore 
th a t I would not use alcohol to 
num b my feelings again.

Visiting th e  university 
councillor for the second time, I 
decided not to m ake another 
appointm ent. My year continued 
as though nothing had  happened.

Returning to my family home 
for the sum m er, I found myself a 
job in a  local pub. Isolated and 
alone, I discovered a  new friend, 
who worked alongside me. Quickly 
the  platonic friendship developed 
into a  special rom antic one. 
Confiding in  him about the  rape, he 
held me close and I felt safe.

My m other was tearing  her h a ir 
out w ith me; there  were argum ents 
alm ost every night. By staying in 
my room, and working lots I tried 
to avoid seeing my family a t all. 
Physically things moved slowly 
between my new rom antic interest, 
and it wasn’t  until nearly  the  end of 
th e  sum m er th a t we finally slept 
together. Having got w hat he 
wanted, he did not w ant to see me 
again.

Things a t  home got worse, I had 
nowhere to tu rn . Trapped and 
isolated another thunderous 
argum ent between me and my 
mum fired up. Timing it a  week 
before 1 was to go back to 
university, and ju s t  days after my 
pretended relationship had fallen 
though, I decided to leave. 
Snatching the  car keys as I flew out 
of the  front door, my m other chased 
after me. She stood behind the car 
so th a t I could not reverse off the 
drive. Tears blurred my vision, and 
stung my cheeks as again I found 
myself trapped and isolated. My 
father forced me up the  stairs, 
bellowing a t the top of his lungs, 
threw  me inside my bedroom, 
screaming th a t if  I came down 
w ithout an  apology my life would 
not be worth living.

Contact- 'vW vbtrx:
Newcastle General Hospital - 0191 219 5013 or 0191219 5011 - These 
numbers are specifically for those people wanting to be tested for Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases (STD's). When making the appointment no intrusive 
questions will be asked, and all information treated in  the strictest of 
confidence.

'REACH - Rape Examination Advice Counselling Help 
Rhona Cross Centre - Newcastle - 0191 2121551 
Ellis Fraser Centre - Sunderland- 0191 565 3725 

When making the appointment, again no intrusive questions will be 
asked. The (female) counsellors are trained in helping men and women 
who have been sexually assaulted. They will be happy to discuss any 
worries that you have. They will be able to  arrange any medical '  
appointments you may need. The counsellor is not a police officer and 
w hat you discuss w ith her will not be automatically disclosed to the police.

The Drug Rape Trust - 0170 231 7695- diUgrapeturst@hotmail.com - 
www.drugrapetrust.com - The trust is there to support victims and 
provide information.

Convulsing with sobs, I threw  
m yself onto my bed, screamed into 
my pillow, and tried  desperately to 
stop sh ak in g. Ju s t as I began to 
believe th a t the  tea rs  would never 
stop, calmness seemed to overtake 
me. T ak in g  a  few deep breaths, 
drying my eyes I opened my 
bedroom door and followed the 
sta irs down to the  living room.

‘I was raped.’ I told my mother. 
The argum ent forgotten she took

“I went to my 
room, stripped the 
beds of the spoiled 
sheets, and curled 

up in a ball.”

me in her arm s and did the one 
th ing  I had been w anting for almost 
a  year: hugged me and told me th a t 
she loved me, said th a t it  didn’t  
m atter, and scolded me for not 
telling her sooner.

A great feeling of relief washed 
over me and as it  did, again tears 
began to fall. All I wanted was my 
mum  to tell me th a t she was going 
to m ake it better. All the  pain, fear 
and loneliness seemed suddenly 
halved, and it seemed to h it me all 
a t once th a t th is was really my life. 
In  telling my m other I suddenly 
understood th a t somebody had 
drugged and raped me. Surreally 
though, it  was okay because she 
and my dad were going to help me 
though it.

Arriving back a t university for 
the beginning of my second year, 
my mum came with me. She went 
w ith me to the hospital so th a t I 
could be sure th a t I was not 
infected w ith a  sexually 
transm itted  disease (a worry th a t I 
had felt continually). At the 
hospital I wrote an  anonymous 
report to the  police, and was given

information about REACH, a 
counselling service specifically for 
victims of sexual assault. A week 
later, my tests came back clear.

In  w riting th is article I have 
tried  to pain t a  picture of w hat it  is 
like to discover th a t you have been 
drug raped. My intention, to 
educate people about th is type of 
crime, and to give some incentive to 
please follow some guidelines th a t 
will not infringe too much on your 
social life, although if  successful 
you will never discover th a t you 
came close to th is type of danger.

The questions th a t perhaps you 
are asking about my story are 
probably the  questions th a t I have 
asked myself repeatedly. Who was 
the  man? All I can remember 
about the  m an is h a lf of a  
conversation th a t we had as he 
stood next to me a t the bar. He 
said th a t he was a  student. How 
did he know where I lived?
Perhaps he was a studen t who lived 
in  the sam e hall of residence as me. 
Perhaps he was a  studen t who lived 
there the  year before. Perhaps he 
was not a  studen t a t all, and I told 
him w ear I lived. Perhaps he was 
someone I knew, who spiked my 
drink earlier than  I th ink  it 
happened. To these questions and 
more I can only guess a t the 
answers.

The worst th ing th a t happened 
in my life was being raped. I wish 
more than  anything th a t th is will 
never happen to anyone else. I f  by 
writing th is account, I can save 
anyone, it  will be worth the  h u rt 
th a t I have been through. I cannot 
begin to explain the impact th a t 
th is has had on my life. It has 
made me realise w hat a  terrible 
place the  world can be. Yet it is not 
all doom and gloom. I am still here, 
and as I said a t  the beginning, I do 
not stand  out from the crowd as a 
victim of sexual assault. So my life 
will eventually get back to normal, 
and I will go on living.

mailto:diUgrapeturst@hotmail.com
http://www.drugrapetrust.com
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Personal safety is something really 
important and yet also something that 
we probably don't think about as much 
as we should. To try and combat this, 
this week will be packed full of 
activities, freebies and tips on how to

be safe. Watch out especially for the 
police surgery on Wednesday 
afternoon, the free safety alarms and 
the stall outside with loads of useful 
information. You need to be extra 
careful whilst drinking in the Union- 
make sure your drink doesn't get 
"spiked" (or should that be swizzled?) 
The week will also be promoting the 
safety bus- a brilliant and cheap way of 
getting home! And just one last thing- 
keep an eye out for the "Fear- 
fighters". You have been warned!

Semester lwo Blues
It's the middle of term, it's cold outside and you're overloaded with work. And that's 
just for starters. You're not alone. So we've kindly written a piece about the blues.

By CLAIRE BYRNE 
and HELEN LAWMAN

W hat is the meaning 
of life?...Dunno but 
there's sure as hell 

no w a y that any of us w ill 
find it this semester. Have 
you ever noticed that 
everything has a horrible 
habit of going decidedly 
pear shaped just after 
Christm as?

The honeymoon period of the 
first sem ester is well and tru ly  over 
and all bu t most of us are left with 
are maxed-out overdrafts, the 
th rea t of failed exams looming, the 
inability to remember the last time 
you were warm  and ice rinks for 
pavements. The hardcore Geordies 
may still be walking around in 
short sleeved sh irts bu t for most of 
us not used to braving arctic 
climates, it’s not the best time of 
year.

In my two and a  ha lf years a t 
Uni I’ve noticed a  strange patte rn  
developing. In Septem ber we all 
come back to Newcastle full of the 
joys of summer, dusting off our 
drinking boots, delighted by the 
fact th a t the horrible sum m er job is 
over and th a t the  bank account is 
surprisingly healthy, and we dive 
back into the  routine of hangover

after hangover after hangover with 
Christm as to look forward to. 
Exams are a t  the back of all our 
minds and get pushed further back 
into the recesses of our battle 
scarred brains by the introduction 
of copious amounts of alcohol. 
However, after the  excesses of 
Christm as and New Year, coming 
back to Newcastle in January  is 
like coming back down to earth  
w ith a  thum p. Exams become the 
focus of our existence and after we 
come out of the  week of 24/7 
revision and the perm anent 
caffeine high has worn off, we see 
th a t there’s a big hole where our 
overdraft used to be and th a t the 
loan cheque doesn’t  even begin to 
cover it. We’re behind on ren t and

spend consecutive weekends with 
only 50p to our names. I f  you 
combine th is with the  kind of 
tem peratures th a t will freeze any 
internal fluids, it doesn’t  
necessarily produce a town full of 
happy students.

The second term  has become the 
time of year th a t can cause, dare we 
say it, schizophrenic tendencies, in 
the calm est of students, sliding up 
and down on an  infinite scale of 
good and bad humour. It seems 
th a t th is only gets worse as the 
term  continues and th a t these mood 
swings are generally perpetuated 
by other people. I know tonnes of 
people who started  having huge 
argum ents with their housemates, 
people moving out, friendships

Sa f e w a y

ending abruptly, bitchiness and 
conspiracies and I have to admit 
even my boyfriend saying I looked 
“pretty” once nearly brought me to 
tears. Nights out become a lottery 
of emotions. You either become 
ecstatic or depressed or perhaps 
both simultaneously. On two 
nights you could drink exactly the 
sam e am ount but on one night feel 
so sober you w anted to go home and 
on the o ther be slumped in a  corner 
m umbling inarticulately, trying so 
hard  to get a grip on life itself.

So why does th is happen?! Is 
there  something in  the wintry 
Newcastle w ater th a t affects the 
emotional side of every student’s 
brain, leaving us to wait till the 
pipes thaw  out to regain sanity? 
Well th a t’s ju s t being silly now, 
because there  are loads of logical 
explanations for the sem ester two 
blues: you have no money, it’s too 
cold to face getting out of bed to go 
to lectures (well th a t can be your 
excuse for th is month anyway!), let

alone facing the prospect of an 
overcrowded library to revise for 
the dreaded post-Christmas exams. 
And as if  th is isn’t  enough already, 
the  chances of falling on your arse 
in front of the one and only person 
you fancy in the whole of Newcastle 
are infinitely increased due to the 
inhum ane icy conditions we are 
forced to endure in the w inter 
months (and there are far to many 
of them  up here!).

So, if  any of these situations 
sound all too familiar to you, you’re 
probably a sufferer of the sem ester 
two blues. But before you carry 
yourself off to hibernation, never to 
surface until it’s a t least 20 degrees 
outside, and money has begun to 
grow on trees, hang in there 
because it  won’t  be long till the 
birds are singing, the trees are 
blooming and we’ll be drinking 
away our worries like the true  
students we are.
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What do Union Officers do?
As elections approach, w e  ask Union Officers to explain in their ow n 
w ords exactly w h a t they do. If you're interested then read on...

V£Lfae Officer
A '

Welfare traditionally conjures 
up images of caddie-wearing, 
herbal-tea drinkirig, new-age 
M ary Poppins' types handing 
out tissues and patting people 
on the back. How ever, 
representing the needs of 16 
000 students to  bodies from  the 
U niversity to  the Student Loans 
Com pany can be a tough job. 
Aspects of studen t life are not easy 
(finance and housing to naine a few), but 
th is role really gives you a  chance to 
improve things for all studen ts through 
the work you do. In  addition to th is, the 
W elfare Officer carries a  great deal of 
responsibility m aking it fantastic 
experience. To s ta r t  w ith, as line

m anager of the  SAC you are plunged 
imm ediately into a  senior m anagem ent 
role, being called upon to make 
im portant decisions on th is key Union 
service. You also oversee a  budget of 
over £28,000.
I f  th is all sounds a  b it like hard  work, 

then  you probably won’t  even m ake it 
p ast the elections, b u t if  th is does sound 
like your cup of tea  then  there  are 
aspects of the job which are great fun. 
Some of these include; organising 4 coach 
loads of people to go down to London and 
protest against top-up fees (fun bu t not 
successful!), working with Viz a rtis ts  to 
design a  crime prevention campaign and 
getting to order thousands of condoms in 
which ever flavour you choose! I f  you are 
looking for a  job th a t will give you as 
m uch back as you put into it, look no 
fu rther th an  the Welfare Officer.

BY LAURA H0LBECK

. R r r i p H f f i  r f F i n ^

It has been a busy tim e  since 
w e  stood outside the Union  
cam paignin g in the freezing 
cold  and rain 11 m onths ago 
-  thanks to  all those that 
voted fo r us!

So far we've dished out 
£34,000 of grants to Societies, 
attended millions of meetings and 
had so much fun with the other

officers - and we are still not done.
We hold open surgeries for 

advice twice a week and we are 
the key communication link 
between the Union and Societies. 
This has given us the opportunity 
to meet lots of new students.

It can be very demanding at 
times, but also very rewarding - 
we have learnt so much about 
how the Union works and picked 
up various skills ranging from 
time-management to the CV 
favourite "Teamwork"!

On top of all of that there are a 
few additional perks - Free entry 
to Freshers' & Rag week and of 
course two free cups of 
tea/coffee/half pint of soft drink 
per day.

Thanks to all the other officers 
for making this year such a good 
laugh!

BY CATHERINE STREET 
And 0LLIE CAMPBELL

C o m w A iM cC A fL o n *  O f f i c t r

Having seen last years Sabbatical 
Officers having a fantastic tim e 
getting involved in all the events 
that take place in the Union 
Society; running around wearing 
bras for Breast and Te st Week, 
abseiling off of the Robinson 
Library to raise m oney for the new  
lift, and getting dragged onto the 
bus for the M agical M ystery Pub 
C raw l in R A G  Week, I couldn't 
believe that these officers were 
actually getting paid for having 
such an am azing tim e!?

Since then  I have realised th a t th is 
ability to get involved, and m ake a  fool of 
your self, is in  fact a  very im portant p a rt of 
the running of the  Union. However it  is only 
a ten th  of the responsibility you take on as a 
Sabbatical Officer.

Student representation is a t the h eart of 
all officers’ work. However th is job also 
offers you an  amazing opportunity to 
develop skills to a  level not expected of a 
recent graduate. As a  member of Executive 
Committee you are responsible for the 
general m anagem ent and control of the 
business of the  Union Society and the 
m anagem ent of its premises and employees. 
4 out of 6 Sabbatical Officers also line- 
manage members of the perm anent 
M anagem ent Team.

Each Officer then  has an individual 
work rem it to fulfil in  their year. As 
Communications Officer a  large p a rt of this 
is PR, along with organisation of the 
Graduation Ball, production of the Annual 
Report and Alternative Prospectus, and 
input into the Union Society e-newsletter 
and website.

Being a Sabbatical Officer is no easy 
ride, but is definitely worth the  energy!!

By LOUISE NEEDHAM

C
M

c & t p a d g n s  O F f n r r r R

A fte r a tirin g , w e t and m ad w e e k last M arch , w e  
fo und ourselves w ith  the jo b  of organising all the 
cam paigns that w e re  going  to  be in the U n io n  from  
Septem ber. It w as m ore than a little daun ting!

O ur train ing  sta rted  a  few days before FYC and was 
intense b u t told us a  lot about the Union and how it works. 
Then we got thrown in a t the  deep end- it  was nearly  the end

of Septem ber and we needed to come up w ith a t least two 
campaign ideas before C hristm as. Because there  are two of 
us, i t ’s easy to share ideas and brainstorm  b u t there  is the 
ever tru sty  W elfare and Campaigns Committee (one of four 
we sit on) to throw new ideas a t  us.

Before a  campaign, we have loads of planning sessions 
w ith the  o ther officers th a t are involved in the campaign, 
design the publicity, beg for money and prizes and generally 
come up w ith any ideas we th ink  will help the campaign go 
well and catch people’s interest.

If  someone asked me if  they should ru n  for the  job of

campaigns officer, I’d tell them  stra igh t away to do it, but you 
need to be prepared for the all the work involved in 
organising and running a  campaign and you need to get used 
to being on committees very quickly. Saying tha t, we have 
both had loads of fun, been given loads of opportunities and 
have m et and worked w ith a  bunch of fab people.

By FIONA MOFFAT 
AND TOM GORMAN

Still want to be the Boss?
Union Elections

Run by:
Gavin Clapp -07803024155 - fa.union@ncl..ac.ul 

Lousie Needham - 07803024151 - comm.union@ncl.ac.uk 
Jake Lee - 07803024150 - editor.union@ncl.ac.uk

Info Packs now 
available from the Students 
Union from Reception or 
General Office ^neUrl^S^

CompijIsQjy; 
Candidatg^leetings
MoQdaj^pPiFeb. - 1pm 
Jue.sdav 25th Feb -1 pm

Deadlines
Nominations 

lliu rsd a y 27th Feb. -2pm

Publicity 
*fic)av 28th Feb. - 2pm

Jobs Available
Please see board by reception"
(6 Full-time and 15 Part-time)

Officer Positions Vacant 
for 2003/2004

s A 'S '& A t i c Al  f  o s i n o ^ s

Communications Officer 
Welfare Officer 

Finance & Admin Officer 
Athletic Officer 

Editor of The Courier 
Education Officer

f  AfcT-TI*\£ Off\C£HS

Anti-R acism  Officer 
Cam paigns Officer 

LGB O fficer 
Societies Officer 

Students w ith  Disabilities 
Officer 

W om en's Officer 
International Student's 

Officer 
Charities Officer 
Executive Officer 

PG M S 
Chair of Union Council 

Convenor of Disciplinary

mailto:comm.union@ncl.ac.uk
mailto:editor.union@ncl.ac.uk
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IN BRIEFS

Bin Laden 
Spatted In 
Starbucks

mCongestion 
Charges In 
Blu Bambu

By Christina 
Bracew ell-M ilnes

Thong Correspondent

Fo llo w in g  the success 
of congestion charges 
in L o n d o n , U lt im a t e  
L e is u re  has re ve a le d  
s im ila r  p la ns to  ease 
o v e r c r o w d in g  on th e  
dance floor in its three- 
s to re y  B ig g  M a rk e t  
nightclub, Blu Bam bu.

Patrons wishing to access 
the  central dance floor on the 
lower level d u rin g  w eekday 
p e a k  h o u rs  (1 0 p .m . to  
l:30a.m ) will be subject to a 
two-pound charge.

A sp o k e sp e rso n  for B lu  
Bam bu said action has to be 
ta k e n  to  e a se  c o n g es tio n  
around these  areas. He said 
th e  m oney ra is e d  from  th e  
sch em e w ill be u se d  to  
ex p an d  th e  c loakroom  an d  
buy m ore decent clothes for 
the  staff.

To e sc ap e  th e  c h a rg e , 
patrons will be encouraged to 
a r r iv e  b e fo re  th e  10p.m . 
d e a d lin e  a n d  n o t to  le a v e  
un til after it  finished.

Opponents of the  scheme 
h a v e  a cc u se d  th e  c lub  o f 
exp lo iting  s tu d e n ts  a lread y  
on a  tigh t budget, and merely 
s h if t in g  c o n g es tio n  to  th e  
outer areas of th e  bars.

Nick H abbingdon, a  firs t 
year studen t from Newcastle 
College is outraged.

"G rid lo ck  on th e  d an ce  
flo o r is  no  jo k e ,” M r 
Habbingdon said, “b u t having 
to pay an  extra £2 a  night in 
co n g es tio n  fees w ill be a 
se r io u s  d r a in  on m y 
finances."

M anagem ent will rely  on 
CCTV to enforce the  scheme, 
p h o to g ra p h in g  th o se
approaching the  dance floor. 
There will be heavy penalties 
for those who have not paid 
by 2am when the club closes.

Congestion charges can be 
paid by putting  credit on your 
s m a r t  c a rd  in  to p -u p  
machines situated  around the 
club, in  local newsagents and 
in  the Robinson Library.

If  the scheme is a success, 
U lt im a te  L e isu re  say  th ey  
will be keen to introduce it  to 
o th e r busy N ew castle  n ig h t 
spots.

O sam a  B in  L ad en  w as 
sp o tted  enjoying a  G rande 
Mochaccino in  Starbucks on 
Grainger S treet according to 
l a te s t  in te llig e n c e  from  a 
student essay.

He was overheard saying 
how much he like Newcastle, 
and wished the  city’s bid for 
C a p ita l  o f C u ltu re  ev ery  
success.

Too Busy 
To Chew 
Gum?
Confectionery m anufacturers 
h av e  lau n c h ed  new  ra n g e  
breath-freshening m in ts for 
people too busy to chew gum.

The c lear, re c ta n g u la r , 
p la s tic - lik e  m in ts  a re  
designed to dissolve on the  
roof of the  m outh, allowing 
people to  get on w ith  th e ir  
d a y -to -d a y  b u s in e s s  
undistracted.

Rowing Is 
For Life/ 
Not Just 
For Xmas
The U n iv e rs ity  B oat C lub 
h a s  is su e d  a  s ta te m e n t  
re m in d in g  i ts  m em bers of 
th e  l ife tim e  co m m itm e n t 
they made when they joined.

. Som e novice  m em b ers 
th o u g h t th e y  cou ld  leav e  
after the Christm as holidays, 
the President said.

“Rowing is is a lifestyle 
choice. The hours we p u t in 
now will be m edals we collect 
come sum m er.”

CO?
Q_5'

D U R H A M 'S  DANCER: Billy Elliot

By Je ro m e  Starkey 
Thong Correspondent

A n  A m e r ic a n  w o m a n  
e x p re s s e d  h e r d is m a y  
y e s te rd a y  a fte r  s e a rc h in g  
C o u n ty  D u rh a m 's  back alleys 
in vain for Billy Elliot.

Shirley Weston, from Cosmopolitan, 
A labam a, searched back alleys in  the  
region for th ree  days las t week, before 
deciding th a t  E lliot m ust have moved 
elsewhere.

She said m eeting Elliot was one of 
the  reasons she had visited the area.

“Norm ally I don’t  like going places 
[where] I c an ’t  sp eak  th e  lan g u ag e ,” 
Miss Weston said.

“I t’s a  shame I wasted so much time 
lookin’ for him  — maybe I could’ve gone 
to a  few more countries.

“B ut i t ’s OK, ‘cos I m et a chick in  
E d in b u rg h  w ho sa id  sh e ’d m ade ou t 
with Prince William — ain’t  th a t great! I 
ju s t can’t  w ait to tell folks back home!”

Miss W eston is on a  three-week tour 
of Europe.

“Inga-land’s th e  ten th  country I’ve 
been  to  in  as  m any  days - I ’ve been 
abroad a  week,” she said.

The N ew castle-G ateshead tourism  
board has /refused to comment in detail 
on Miss Weston’s case, bu t said th a t she 
is not th e .f irs t Am erican to u ris t to be 
similarly disappointed.

N ew  JRA Security Alert 
On Newcastle Metro

By A l S m ith  
Thong Correspondent

Students in Jesm ond were 
s u rp rise d  at th e  s ig h t of 
tw o  Scim itar tanks parked 
outside the Lonsdale. Th e  
a rm o u re d  p e rs o n n e l 
carriers, supported by over 
fifty infantry troops, were 
part of a force defending 
the station from  possible 
JR A  attack.

T he Je sm o n d  R e s id e n ts  
A sso c ia tio n  a re  a w ell know n 
m i l i ta n t  a n t i - s tu d e n t
organisation, who claim territorial 
rights to the  Osborne Road area. 
They recently declared a Jihad  or 
“holy war” on local students.

So fa r  th e  JRA. have lim ited

th em se lv es to  m inor v andalism  
such as tearing  down Ikon posters, 
b u t a  recen t escalation  h as seen 
le a f le tin g  cam p aig n s a n d  even 
confrontation in  the  streets.

The arm ed forces were called 
in  to  d e fen d  th e  a r e a  a f te r  
in te llig en ce  sources un v e iled  a 
plot to derail tra in s  full of pink- 
scarf-wearing students.

A No. 10 sp o k e sm a n  sa id : 
“This is an  ongoing operation  in 
re la tion  to a  specific th rea t. The 
th rea t is real and the response to 
i t  w ill go u p  a n d  dow n 
accordingly.”

L ocal s tu d e n ts  seem  
u n p e r tu rb e d . O ne su ch  
undergraduate, Tara, a  th ird  year 
politics student said: “I t makes me 
feel safe seeing the troops stood on 
the bridge and m ortars where the 
taxis usually are.’

How  Dare You Think For 
Yourself, Even I Don't Do That

Anti-Globalisation Protesters Unite Worldwide

THE PEOPLE U N ITE: Peace M archers Dem onstrate O n  Piccadilly

Upset Yank Tourist Can't Find 
Billy Elliot Dancing In Back Alleys

T h e  m a s s iv e  t u r n o u t  o f 
protesters, all over the w orld, 
at la st w e e k s  peace ra llie s , 
has been a ttr ib u te d  to  n e w  
h a rm o n y  b e tw e e n
international pressure groups.

O rg an ise rs  of th e  London m arch  
sa id  in  the G uardian  t h a t  th e  a n ti ­
g lo b a lisa tio n  m ovem ent h a d  jo in ed  
forces w ith  th e  in te rn a tio n a l  peace 
movement to protest against conflict in 
Iraq.

Over 1 m illion people m arched in 
London, although  new spaper reports 
v a r ie d  from  500 ,000  in  th e  a lw ay s 
liberal Daily Telegraph to 2 million in 
the  conservative Daily Mirror.

G e o rg e  W . B u s h  
s p a rk e d  a m a jo r  
d ip lo m a t ic  d is p u te  
w ith  France last week, 
by c la im in g  d iffe re n t 
w o r k  p r a c t ic e s  g iv e  
th e  F re n c h  P re m ie re  
an u n f a ir  p o l i t ic a l  
advantage.

The A m erican P resid en t 
said Jacques Chirac unfairly 
g a in ed  p o litic a l c a p ita l  by 
th inking for himself.

“It’s not fair,” B ush said. 
“There should be one rule for 
everybody. I don’t  th in k  for 
myself - why should he?”

“If  it  w asn’t  for us, they’d 
all be speak ing  F rench ,” he 
added.

H is re m a rk s  fo llow ed 
n ew s t h a t  F ra n c e  w ou ld  
continue to oppose US plans 
for an  invasion of Iraq.

M e a n w h ile  B u sh  h a s  
continued to do as he is told 
by his advisors. CLOSE T O  TEARS: President Bush w ith  Secretary of State Colin Powell

Everyone say your writing stinks? Apply for a position at ffie THONGl e-mail j.d.starkey@nd.ac.uk

mailto:j.d.starkey@nd.ac.uk
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High Heels 
given the 
treatment

It's shoe crazy, as we look into buying the perfect shoe for 

nighrime from our favourite highstreet retailer - TOPSHOP

$45, £35, £45

£45

By POLLY SWEET

£25, £45, £45, 
£55, £50

A s a g e n e ra l ru le  I re fu s e  to  
a tte n d  a n y  e v e n t w h ic h  fa lls  
under the heading of "O ld  G irls ' 
Reunion".

T h e  th o u g h t  o f h a v in g  to  s a c r if ic e  one 
afternoon a  year, usually on a  Friday during rush  
hour, to drive to Surrey and have tea  w ith people 
I have deliberately lost touch w ith fills me w ith 
such dread and anxiety th a t I find m yself having 
to tu rn  around again a t junction 12 of the  M25. 
E v en  w o rse  a re  th e  B rin g Y o u rO w n B o ttle  
evenings for seven which are laden w ith nostalgia 
an d  m icrowaveable lasagne- i t  is an  inevitable 
d isa s te r  th a t ,  a t  som e po in t, a  crackly , tap e d  
version of the Leaver’s Ball is regurgitated, a cue 
for everyone to s ta r t  reminiscing their past loves 
an d  life before oral contraceptives. Somehow I 
find myself dialling Radio Taxis as the m ilk in my 
coffee begins to curdle....

H aving  po lite ly  declined  a ll-bu t-tw o  offers 
6ince 1998, last year I thought I ought to m ake an 
effort and a t least be seen to be trying to reconcile 
myself to the idea of “school friendships”. Fearing 
dead ly  boredom , or even possib le h u m ilia tin g  
isolation (w hat if  no one rem em bered me?), an  
i t in e r a r y  w ith  m y t im e s  a n d  lo c a tio n s  w as 
scru p u lo u sly  p lan n e d  an d  s tu ck  to  m y fridge 
th ree  weeks prior to D-day- 8.30pm taxi to their 
house. 9 .30pm  ta x i back  to  m y h ouse . T h ree  
bottles of Chablis were bought as comfort for the 
hour between arrival and departure.

Somehow though, the  hour tu rn ed  into four. 
The deal th a t  I thought I had  struck up w ith God 
had clearly gone to pot as I found myself wedged 
between my old Biology teacher and the Head of 
C lassical S tudies discussing the  origin of Latin  
p lan t names. Somewhere between my fourteenth 
“Hail Mary” and my n in th  glass of wine however, 
I was amazed to discover th a t  the  teachers who 
gaited me for smoking, chastised me for drinking 
and  om itted  me from every P rize  W inning lis t 
b e tw ee n  1994 a n d  1998 a re  a c tu a l ly  n o t 
le s b ia n s / t r a n s v e s t i te s /h e r m a p h r o d i te s  b u t  
interesting  people with genuine affection, hell, a  
sense of hum our and a tendency to get drunk  on 
h a lf  a  c h am p ag n e  f lu te . T he age old sa y in g  
“Never judge a  book by its  cover” m ight not be 
entirely wrong sifter a ll...

And so I was reminded when, three days later, 
I was invited to look a t Topshop’s new range of 
shoes. S leek , chic an d  sc ream in g  sex-appea l, 
these  la test additions to Topshop’s evet-growing

empire had me moaning w ith pleasure. Designed 
by Olivia Morris, a  Wimbledon Fashion graduate, 
and Sophia Kokosalaki the  newest protegee of the 
fashion-saw y, these “shoes” (the word “shoes” is 
to these  w hat “eggs” is to caviar bu t anyway....) 
combine V intage w ith 21?* century. Kokosalaki 
has draw n on her native Greek roots to produce 
som e of th e  m o st s tu n n in g  s lin g -b ack s since  
P ra d a ’s ribbon-ties- fusch ia  p in k  or tu rq u o ise  
lea ther straps wind up knee-wards w hilst vertigo- 
inducing heels place th e  em phasis on leng th  (I 
have no problem with looking like I have 38 inch 
legs.) M orris has re ta in e d  h e r sig n a tu re  style- 
quirky touches such as tattoo designs and pierced 
edges have earned h er the title  of “UK’s ho ttest 
new shoe d esig n er”. H e r la te s t  in v en tion , th e  
“p a in t by n u m b ers” fla ts  sold w ith  m in ia tu re  
b ru sh  a n d  p a in ts , a re  w a itin g  p o lite ly  in  th e  
wings before they make th e ir debut performance 
th is summer. Most becoming of the lot this season 
were the  Stiletto heels in  Cerise, enough to baffle 
even S JP ’s Carrie Bradshaw, and the red pa ten t 
leather Minnie Mouse shoes complete with open 
toe and bow. Despite the  fact th a t they are sky- 
high liabilities, they are so obscenely sexy you’ll 
rfever w a n t to ta k e  them  off. B u t su re ly  such 
naughty  indulgences come a t a high price? They’ll 
make you feel like they’re Manolos, and they look 
like Ginas, but, in  a tw ist of gob-smacking fate, 
they barely reach the  £50 mark.

As th o u g h  sho e-N irv an a  h ad  n o t y e t been 
reached, Topshop has, in  addition, stru ck  up a 
deal w ith  Voice, th e  fem ale-o rien tated  t ra in e r  
d esig n ers , w ho have  ag reed  to  c rea te  lim ited  
e d it io n s  o f N ik e s , A sics , D u n lo p s  an d  
Acupunctures for those of us who prefer T rainers 
to  S c ra p e rs . A gain  th e  e m p h a s is  w ill be on 
blending retro and modemo so you can own a pair 
o f th e  u l t im a te  old skoo l sh o e s  w ith o u t  
bankrupting yourself in the process.

A nd so n e x t  w eek  I s h a l l  be se e m in g ly  
spending a  small fortune on shoes when really I 
shall barely be dipping into my overdraft, and the 
week after th a t I shall be planning th is year’s Old 
Girls Reunion (I am now self-appointed Hostess, 
S h e p e rd ’s p ie  C re a to r  a n d  W in e -P ro v id e r 
Extraordinaire.) A moral can be drawn from this 
tale- Books, Teachers and Shoes should never be 
judged lightly. Despite the fact th a t they  all tend 
to  g e t t r a m p le d  on, d is c a rd e d  (in  b o th  a 
m etap h o rica l an d  re a lis tic  sense) a n d  have  a 
tendency to get worn out fairly quickly, they are 
a c tu a lly  p rice less b ijous w ho can, u ltim a te ly , 
m ake a ll th e  difference a t  a  d in n er p a r ty  and 
p ro v id e  you  w ith  h o u rs  of u n a b a s h e d  
entertainm ent.

£45

£50

£45
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T a k e a d o s e r l o o k . . .

the spiral staircase...

AS THE cultural side of 
Newcastle continues to grow, 
'A rt' has left the likes of the 
Baltic behind and hit the city 
streets.

W alk in g  a ro u n d  th e  c e n tre  o f th e  c ity  i t  
is  becom ing  m ore a n d  m ore  a p p a re n t  th a t  
N ew cas tle  is  look ing  to  ta k e  on  a  
c o n tem p o ra ry  edge. As th e  2008 C ity  of 
C u ltu re  a w a rd  d ra w s  ev er closer, th e  
v isu a l a sp e c t o f th e  city’s core is 
d ra m a tic a lly  ch ang ing .

S ince th e  u n v e ilin g  o f th e  B lue  C a rp e t 
la s t  y e a r , A r t h a s  becom e ev er m ore 
p re s e n t  in  th e  ‘d a y  to  day ’ v ision  o f th e  
city . T h e  a r tis t ic  th o u g h t t h a t  h a s  gone 
in to  ev en  th e  m o st b a sic  o f local am en itie s ; 
in to  ev e ry th in g  from  th e  p a v em en t upon  
w hich  w e w a lk , to  th e  b en ch es up o n  w hich  
w e s it , th e  s tre e ts  o f N ew castle  a n d  
G a te sh e a d  a re  look ing  to  th e  fu tu re ...

JESS GOOCH 
PICTURES BY JAMES SWANN

WORDS ON THE KERB... The pavement by central station gets a artistic face lift.

grey street seats

meshMs...
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REViEWS
UNDERCOVER 
BROTHER
WE WERE ultimately surprised to come 
out of Undercover Brother smiling, 
saying how awful it was, how we 
wouldn't see it again, yet strangely 
continuing to laugh as we remembered 
the jokes. From the very thin plot of the 
Black community's struggle under the 
secret force of the
B.R.O.T.H.E.R.H.O.O.D., spearheaded by 
Undercover Brother (Eddie Griffin), to 
reassert African-American culture into 
society, which is being undermined by 
'The Man', basically Middle America, 
the film should be racist but somehow 
isn't, probably because there is no 
deeper level whatsoever, there is no 
moral ending, it is as stupidly 
superficial as you can get without 
actually becoming annoying like Scary 
Movie.
The Man’ aims to prevent the most legitimate 
black candidate from running for the White 
House, a  war hero General Boutwell (Billy Dee 
Williams), by brain-washing him and making him 
thehead of a  fried chicken chain. There is basically 
a  single joke throughout the whole film, of 
satirising  white and black culture in America, and 
the amazing part is that on the whole the film is 
mostly enjoyable. Yet this needs jokes to keep the 
film going and often it is just doesn’t hit the mark. 
When Undercover Brother gets dose to 
discovering the mystery, The Man’ sends in White 
She-Devil (Denise Richards), making even this 
righteous man of soul start to shop in Gap, sing 
karaoke, and listen to Michael Bolton’s easy 
listening version of The Thong Sang. Mostly the 
racial stereotypes cover hair and clothes, but when 
the film trades in the satire for stupid laugh, 
including the apparent white obsession with 
mayonnaise, it just becomes boring.
The film is definitely a  no-brainer on a  hungover 
afternoon, which doesn’t  really stand up to review, 
but if you leave your brain behind, like the director 
did, and don't take it seriously then there are some 
laughs in this thankfully short film.

WILL WALSHE & SARAH BENNETT

H O T FLIC KS R A TIN G :

m

THE RING
Fans of the critically-acclaim ed 
Japanese hit, "R in g u ", w ill be 
intrigued to  see Hollyw ood's take 
on Hideo Nakata's 1998 horror: 
especially w hen they learn that 
the man in charge is none other 
than 'M ousehunt' director. Gore 
Verbinski.

Re-makes are often criticised for never 
quite capturing the magic of the original. 
However, to accuse “The Ring” of th is would 
be unfair. Verbinski takes advantage of his 
budget by using striking visual effects w hilst 
not detracting from the psychological tricks 
of the  low-budget original.

W hen four teenagers mysteriously die, it  
is left to journalist Rachel Keller (Naomi 
W atts) to solve the mystery. Rumours of a 
cursed video lead Keller to an  isolated cabin, 
where she is overcome by curiosity, and 
finds herself watching the tape. After the 
images unfold in front of her eyes, Rachel 
learns her fate: she will die in  seven days. 
Each image on the video contains a  clue to 
the  source, and as Rachel and her ex­
boyfriend Noah (M artin Henderson) get 
closer to understanding the  ‘ring’, the 
tension increases. W hat follows is a 
desperate countdown as they a ttem pt to 
beat the  clock by discovering the core of the 
evil, only to find themselves increasingly 
surrounded by an  om nipresent force.

“The Ring”, a  success in  the  US, albeit 
unexpectedly, grossed $127 million. So is 
“The Ring” worthy of its acclaim? Most agree 
th a t the  answ er is yes. Verbinski has 
avoided the traps of gratuitous gore and 
violence, instead concentrating on the  ability 
of his cast, classic Hollywood tension, subtle 
direction and a  haunting soundtrack. The 
cast, including Naomi W atts (Mullholland 
Drive) hold their own. Perhaps the most 
notable performance was th a t of David 
Dorfinan, playing W atts’ son. Like many 
classic Hollywood horror films - “The Omen’, 
‘Poltergeist’, and more recently, T h e  Sixth 
Sense’- the child provides the perfect vehicle 
to evoke the viewers’ emotions.

CLAIRE DEAN & KIRK CALVERT

DAREDEVIL
C O M IC  B O O K  adaptations have 
lately become extrem ely 
successful in term s of box office 
draw  and, often, in term s of 
critical praise. It seems that the 
secret is in com bining the 
extremes of the com ic book w ith  
the sensibilities of film . Batman 
made the superhero film  viable 
w ith  a dark, gothic and visually 
stunning vision that remained 
faithful to its source. Daredevil's 
director M ark Steven Johnson 
has clearly tried to stick to this 
theory. He achieves a balance 
between a film  w hich  nods 
know ingly at its source and one 
w hich  takes itself too seriously.

The film’s 15 certificate gives it 
potential to be darker and grittier than  
other big commercial films. This is 
certainly the case in places, bu t the 
atm osphere in some scenes seems to ja r  
w ith others. The opening silhouetted pose 
of the  m ain character clinging to a gothic 
spire, for example, doesn’t  seem to m atch 
w ith the modem, less-stylised skyscrapers 
as the  cam era pans around the  cityscape. 
The lack of care taken with the 
environment, always so im portant in sci-fi 
and fantasy films, is a  major falling point.

T hat said, Daredevil more than  makes 
up for th is w ith its well choreographed 
fight sequences. The use of extreme slow 
motion and wire work to support the  actors 
(a feature which has become commonplace 
in action films since The Matrix) gives a 
very exciting and stylish look. Of course, 
th is requires a  slight suspension of 
disbelief, bu t th is is w hat Daredevil is all 
about; two hours of enjoyment where it  is 
possible to tu rn  your brain  off for a  while.

Many of the performances are worth 
noting too, w ith the  leads, Ben Affleck and 
Jennifer G arner being merely adequate in 
their roles. Some of the supporing actors 
however are great. Colin Farrell is 
excellent as evil henchm an Bullseye whilst 
Jon Favreau brings much needed comedy to 
the  film.

The rom antic chem istiy between Affleck 
as M att Murdock/ Daredevil, and G arner as 
E lektra is acceptable, bu t th is whole plot is 
a  little  time-consuming. This is a  superhero 
hero film which is unusually  character 
driven. Although th is is welcome, it  does, a t 
tim es, take  away from the visceral thrills 
which Daredevil should be all about.

Daredevil seems to be trying to be a 
slightly new and different super hero flick. 
At th is it  fails. However, it does not fail in 
being an  extremely entertain ing  and 
welcome addition to the  comic book film 
genre.

NICK YATES
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THE HOURS
TH E  H O UR S is a story that spans 
seventy years, and the lives of three, 
seem ingly com pletely different 
w om en. First, a supposedly 
demented Virginia W oolf, played by 
Nicole Kidm an, in 1920's Richm ond. 
Next, Laura Brow n, played by the 
eternally watchable Julianne Moore, 
w ho epitomises-the 1950's suburban 
Am erican housewife. Finally, Meryl 
Streep completes the pack in 2001, 
playing Clarissa Vaughan the 
organiser of her best friend, the 
prophetic Richard's, party. We as 
the audience are treated to a day in 
the life of each of these w om en, 
sim ultaneously, w ith  fascinating 
results.

Woolf is in the  m idst of w riting her novel 
Mrs. Dalloway, w hilst Brown is reading it, 
and Richard has proclaimed Vaughan an  actual 
Mrs. Dalloway. Thus unfolds a  very hum an 
story of how these three women cope w ith the 
fact th a t life has them  trapped, unable to 
break away from either madness, m arriage or 
themselves.

The Hours is the  second tim e Stephen 
Daldiy has been in the director’s chair. His 
last film, Billy Elliot, did great box office 
business, and was a favourite with much of the 
industry. W hilst The Hours has yet to prove 
itself in  the  long term , it  is eminently better 
th an  Daldry’s former film, appearing slicker, 
more accomplished, complex and engaging, 
w ith superior acting to boot. Moore is fantastic 
in  her
representation 
of suppressed 
50’s suburbia, 
w hilst equally 
mesmerising is 
Ed H arris’ in 
the  film. Oddly,
Oscar 
nominated 
Kidman comes 
off as one of the 
weaker
members of the 
cast, appearing 
overpowered by 
the strength  of the  other leads.

The film benefits still fu rther from the 
grand, sweeping score presented to accompany 
these women on their in ternal struggles with 
the  strengths and shortcomings of their 
character, so much so th a t the continual 
shifting of tim efram es appears perfectly 
na tura l even from the beginning. Each scene is 
absorbing, and many are so self contained th a t 
the film could have been a  theatre  production, 
and th is sense of intimacy seems to be Daldry’s 
greatest weapon in  communicating the  sense of 
isolation th a t seems to surround these women.

Some people may find the naturalistic, 
theatrically inclined pace of the film plodding 
and slow, and as endearing as the film is, The 
Hours may not deserve to win the Best Picture 
Oscar, but nevertheless it  does deserve an 
audience.

DANIELLE GIBSON 

HOT FLICKS RATING:
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l iv t  u rlfin A
KILLING TIME
by Carina Rodney 

@ THE UVE THEATRE

FANCY A  bit of light cultural 
relief? The Live Theatre on the 
quayside can offer just that. Over 
the next few weeks the theatre is 
staging 'Live Writing', a project 
committed to new writing in 
association with the BBC's 
Northern Exposure. 'Live Writing' 
gives the opportunity for local 
writers to test the water with 
their new plays, k  sounds like a 
monotonous night out, actors sat 
around flat reading from a script 
to a bored audience, yet it was 
actually extremely enjoyable.

Not only did we feel as though we 
were helping the new ta len t pop the 
cherries of their scripts, but the  actors 
added in terest and th is particular 
script was gripping as well as light.
We left having enjoyed the night along 
w ith the satisfying feeling th a t we had

filled our social lives w ith a bit of 
culture.

Rodney’s play is se t in Hungary, 
and is based in a  small complex for 
people awaiting plastic surgery. The 
two m ain characters, Jessica 
Somerville and Bobby Atkins have to 
share a bedroom while they aw ait and 
recover from their operations. The 
play deals with their boredom, their 
vanity, and their m utual in terest in 
the  local porter, Gustav. The climax of 
the play takes place when both women 
sleep with Gustav, and Jessica, in  her 
jealousy reveals Gustav’s dark  secret, 
th a t he performed their surgery. 
Despite th is dark  edge to the plot the 
comic play it was funny and concise. It 
did not really tackle any of the issues 
discussed in much depth, bu t w hat it  
did say was interesting and as the 
reading only lasted an  hour there was 
no tim e to be bored. I t  is perhaps not 
for the great thespians, b u t for those 
w ith a  genuine curiosity for 
contemporary thea tre  it  is worth the 
trip.

Play reading may seem like a  very 
dull way of passing the tim e bu t it 
proved to be ju s t as entertain ing as a 
full production, granted there are no 
costumes, movement, or props bu t the 
involvement from the  actors and the 
audience is the  same. The Live

Theatre is a  perfect location for this, 
its nest like setting on the quayside in 
a  relaxed scattering of quain t tables 
lit by candles and of course a  bar.

I f  you fancy the chance to 
experience the Live Theatre for your 
self then  Paul Farrey, a  contemporary 
poet is joined by K atrina Porteous for 
a  poetry reading on th e  23rd February 
a t  7.30 pm. Alternatively the new play 
by Karen Laws, ‘Hen Night’, is being 
read on 18th March a t 8.00 pm. Entry 
to both is free and worth the trip  if  
you fancy a change from the TV or the 
local pub.

AMY HUGHES & KATIE ELLISON

f k e A f r e .

THE NUIRCRACKER

@!HE THEATRE ROYAL
TCHAIKOVSKY'S 110 year old N utcracker! has 
been given a facelift by M atthew  Bourne, the 
man responsibly fo rth e  W orld famous 
production of Sw an ta k e  as featured in Billy 
Elliot.

Although th is cold, Newcastle w eather may make it feel 
like December, i t  still seems unusual th a t such a 
traditionally yuletide tale  should be presented in  February. 
The extravagance of the young Clara’s dream s is 
entertain ing  a t any tim e of year. However, the audience 
very quickly realise th a t Boume’s vision of this classic is 
anything b u t traditional.

The audience begin to expect an evening of surprises 
when upon opening their programmes they see not the 
ubiquitous cheesy mug shots, but a host of adorable 
childhood photographs. We then see the reason behind it, 
instead of the C hristm as party  a t the palatial mansion 
house, the  production opens w ith the adult cast as children 
in a  Dickensian style orphanage. This is an  extremely clever 
device th a t creates numerous comedic situations and makes

the dream  world even more fantastical. However, th is also 
made the second section of the plot in sweetie land ra ther 
disturbing because of its slightly suggestive nature. The 
way the  m ale dancers were posing shirtless was of course 
entertaining b u t not exactly m atching th e  innocence of the 
first scene. One m inute these children are  happily playing 
w ith boxes, the  next they are lick in g  their fingers and 
occasionally each other!

The characters were extremely relatable and identifiable 
especially because of the slightly more modem and down to 
earth  context The marshmallow girls, complete with false smiles 
and cat fights, were more than reminiscent of footballers wives and 
the Gobstopper boys are present on any street corner on a  Friday 
night. In feet, I couldmt help but think of the black and white 
Humbug bouncer as part of the toon army! The costuming of this act 
was particularly excellent, a  perfect marriage of the extraordinary 
and the recognisable. It is very hard to think of ballet as remote and 
elitist when the lead dancer is wearing a hat shaped liked whipped 
cream

The Nutcracker! will be exploding onto the stage of the 
Theatre Royal until the 22nd February. Although it does not 
offer the purity and innocence of the original tale, the 
victory of the poor, m istreated orphans is both exciting and 
beautiful. I t  offers a  fascinating reworking of an old 
favourite for the seasoned ballet goer and a witty, dazzling 
insight into a  child’s fantasy for those for whom ballet will 
be a  new experience.

CHARLOTTE EDGE

book.*
THE BIG BUMPER BOOK 
OF TROY

by W.N.HERBERT (BLOODAXE)
W .N .HERBER T OVER the years has gained a 
reputation for producing rebellious poetry through 
Forked Tongue (1992), Cabaret M cGonagall (1994), 
Th e  Laurelude (1998). Th e  Big Bum per Book of Tro y  
not only rebels against traditional form s of poetry 
but also social, political and econom ic 
circumstances, using a range of styles in order to 
introduce the ancient idea of a Troyb ook to a 
m odern, popular audience. It sounds great but if 
like me the only thing you know  about T ro y  is a 
w ooden horse w ith  soldiers in then the idea doesn't 
take effect straight away.

The original Troybook was w ritten by a Benedictine Monk on 
the  orders of Prince Henry between 1412 and 1420. I t  is a  poem in 
form but stretches several volumes and attem pts to tell the story 
of the Trojan War. The poem was w ritten in  medieval vernacular 
language- rebelling against traditional Latin verse. I t  was very 
popular and influential in  the Middle Ages, told the story in  a 
mythological way and attem pted through its historical tales to 
im part a  political and moral lesson.

H erbert trie s  to bring these ideas 
up to date. The Big Bumper Book of 
Troy is split into sections which 
a ttem pt to tell a  different p a rt of the 
Troy jigsaw; Shields, W andert,
Instantinople, The Horse and 
Troytoon. Each section begins with 
an introductory quote to get you into 
the flow. Behind the m ask of a  very 
complicated structure w hat emerges 
is a selection of poems filled with 
oodles of critical political’ 
commentaries. In a  very amusing 
and mocking poem called ‘Spooner 
Vale’ the New Labour government is 
criticised effectively by using a  nursery rhyme-like structure and 
childlike language to comment on the party’s hypocritical right- 
wing stance: ‘So Blony Tair’s Lory, all Tabour’s blurning tue- 
Blave D unkett, Rook, Strack Jaw  and Grown- w hat is a doy to bo?’ 
There are many more gems like this you ju s t get the feeling th a t 
you need a m ap and compass to find them.

H erbert’s style is a  m ixture and much like the  poems there are 
styles to suit all tastes. The poems are w ritten in  English or 
Scottish and many are in dialect which parallels the vernacular 
style of the ancient Troybook. A strong sense of place comes 
through poems such as Foot of Scotland and The Farewell to 
Moscow and H erbert’s fervent passion for such places jum ps off 
the page as does his contempt for others through a  mischievous 
and sharp  humour.

It is difficult to know w hether the Troybook revival will catch 
on bu t there is certainly plenty here to dip into and find sections 
th a t are relevant to you. The book as a  whole is like a  giant maze, 
bu t as the name Bumper Book suggests it  is designed to be more of 
a compendium of ideas, styles and humour to su it all tastes.

KATIE ELLISON

XcLm fcvfcnf resisting attempts by 
governm ents and corporations 
to claim  their land.

DROWNED OUT 
& CELTIC ENEMEY
@ THE SIDE CINEMA

TH E  D O C U M E N TA R IE S  in this 
double bill take place on different 
continents but share com m on 
themes. Show ing as part of the 
Fourth Radical Film Festival, they 
both celebrate ordinary people

Celtic Enemy publicises protests against 
plans for open cast mine development in South 
Wales. Beginning by interviewing members o f  the 
local community, it highlights how they soon find 
common cause with eco-warriors who jo in  their 
campaign. Using video footage o f pensioners 
launching into dignified argument with the police 
and the spectacular sight o f  younger activists 
gymnastically swinging from trees demonstrates 
how generations were united against a development 
that would have a detrimental impact upon the 
environment.

Drowned Out deals with the plight o f  people in 
Jalsindhi, central India. It is one o f  245 villages that

will be submerged as a consequence o f  the Narmada 
dam construction. These indigenous people who 
have depended upon the land for their livelihood are 
faced with three choices: accept a place at a 
resettlement site, take a cash payment that will 
barely cover the cost o f relocating to a city slum, or 
stay put and drown.

While neither documentary pretends to be a 
balanced account. Drowned Out does include 
interviews with an Indian government official. 
However, a combination o f  community members, 
Booker Prize winning novelist Arundhati Roy who 
has been active in the campaign, and a representative 
o f the World Bank review team whichexpressed 
doubts about the project put forward a persuasive 
case against the dam. It is characterised, despite 
government claims to the contrary, to be an instance 
o f  the interests o f  the affluent being placed ahead o f'

those o f  the poor.
Campaigners followed the Gandhi tradition o f 

non-violent protest using methods such as hunger 
strikes. Construction was halted for six years 
pending a judicial review. In a split decision, the 
judges ruled that the dam could be built but 
resettlement must occur first.

As the protests in Wales also failed to achieve 
their objectives, these documentaries could have 
made for depressing viewing. However, they act as 
an uplifting testament to the human spirit unbowed 
before pressure from governments and corporations. 
Being shown during a week that has seen mass 
demonstrations against war, they serve as a timely 
reminder o f  the value o f  protest.

ANDREW NEAL
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(ALBUMS D C
S 'CLEARLAKE 
Cedars

I th in k  th e  m em bers of 
C lea rlak e  obviously d id n ft 
get th e  Scalextric they  were 
h op ing  for la s t  C h ris tm a s , 
because th is  is a  m iserab le  
a lb u m . I ts  n o t  ‘good’ 
m ise ra b le  in  th e  w ay th a t  
you can  forgive R ad iohead  
fo r, a n d  i t s  n o t  ‘b a d ’ 
m is e ra b le  l ik e  e v e ry  bed 
w e ttin g  n u -m eta l b an d  o u t 
th e re  who you w ish  w ould 
ju st fuck off.

Its  ju s t  so boring it  m akes 
you w ant to take  a  drill and 
perform  a  lobotomy on your 
own head. I’d forgive the bad 
nursery  rhym e lyrics if  there 
was some im aginative music 
b e h in d  i t ,  b u t  th e r e  i s n ’t. 
Lead singer Jason  Pegg tries 
too h a rd  to  in je c t em otion  
into lyrics th a t  any aspiring  
6 th  form poet would sneer a t 
w hilst the  music is pompous 
w ithout having any life to it. 
I t ’s a s  though  th e  g u ita r is t 
s im p ly  p la y s  a  c h o rd  aifd 
th e n  g oes th ro u g h  th e  
d i f f e re n t  s e t t in g s  on  h is  
g u ita r pedals. A t th e  end of 
th e  d ay  ev en  th e  m o st die 
h a rd  indie fan  will struggle  
to  f in d  a n y th in g  o f a n y  
in terest on th is album

Adam Berman 

KAVA KAVA 
Maui

W ith an  in tro  th a t  is .30 
seconds o f one w e ird  no te, 
th is  album  th en  e rup ts into 
‘D on’t  S to p  T h e  M us^c’. 
S im ila r  to  ‘M usic  S o u n d s  
B etter W ith You’ by S tardust 
i t ’s one of those g rea t little  
tunes th a t  m ake you w an n a 
s h u t  up  an d  dance. I t ’s an  
in s ta n t ly  com m ercial song 
th a t  is a  l i t t le  b it o f a  red  
h e rr in g  for th e  r e s t  o f th e  
a lbum  w hich is  a  delicious 
fusion of orga n s , bass, breaks 
and beats. And even though 
th e  s in g e r so u n d s lik e  th e  
u l t im a te  k in g  o f ch eesy  
house i t  only helps to  add a 
p a r ty  a tm o sp h ere  to  m usic 
th a t  is decep tively  d a rk  in  
p laces . I love d an ce  m usic  
th a t  is ac tually  m usical, as 
opposed those who use sam e 
loops over an d  over ag a in , 
and th is  album  is ju s t  th a t. 
You feel, lik e  w ith  a ll th e  
g r e a t  d a n ce  a c ts  (G roove 
Armada, Massive A ttack etc) 
th a t it  would be fantastic  to 
see them  live. W ith snatches 
o f M otow n, so u l a n d  even  
gospel th is  a lb u m  is  q u ite  
simply brilliant.

Adam Berman 

APPLIANCE 
Are you Earthed?

A p p lian c e  a re  a t r io  
consisting of Jam es Brooks, 
D avid Ire la n d  an d  M ichael 
P a r k e r  .H av in g  s p e n t  th e  
las t few m onths playing UK 
d a te s  w ith  bo th  O ceansize  
and Lupine Howl.

H aving a lready  re leased  
th e  un in sp irin g  ‘Go N ative’ 
from  th e i r  d e b u t  a lb u m , 
A p p lian c e  now g ra c e d  us 
w ith  an  en tire  album  of the  
sam e stuff. T heir sound is a 
m e e tin g  b e tw ee n  th e  
Chemical Brothers w ith Noel 
G a lla g h e r  a n d  th e  S to n e  
R oses so u n d . U s in g  a 
combination of echoed vocals 
u s in g  s im p le  n o n se n s ic a l  
.phrases they loop these over

the  top of sam pled beats and 
synth-like noises.

Only prom ise th e  album  
h a s  to  o ffe r  a re  th e  
in s tru m e n t tra c k s  such  as 
‘M ountains I’ which are quite 
enjoyable tracks of stu tte red  
drum  rhythm s over the top of 
electronic sounds and simple 
gu ita r melodies.

Don’t  ru sh  out to buy th is 
one.

James Perry

BEANS 
Tomorrow Right Now

L ast year saw the  demise 
of the  cult hip-hop collective 
A n ti Pop C o n so rtiu m , th e  
q u a rte t  of th ree  MCs and  a  
p roducer h ad  p u t out, over 
the  space of two album s and 
various m inor releases, some 
of the  m ost b reath taking and 
g ro u n d b re a k in g  m u sic  
co m in g  o u t  o f  th e  e v e r  
c o m m e rc ia lis in g  h ip -h o p  
scene.

T h is a lbum  sees B eans, 
the  ever-chic m em ber of Anti 
Pop Consortium re tu rn  w ith 
h is  f i r s t  so lo  a lb u m , 
re m in d in g  u s  t h a t  each  
m em b e r o f A n ti Pop 
C o n so rtiu m  h ad  th e i r  own 
unique styles.

O p en in g  w ith  ‘R o a r’ a t  
c r it ic ism  o f h ip -h o p s  pop 
s ta r s ,  who lack  su b s tan ce , 
“You suck to be successful”, 
like m uch of th e  a lbum  i t ’s 
bu ilt around  new age bassy 
beats. W ith ‘Phreek the  B eat’ 
an d  ‘H o t V enom ’ you have  
two m ore s t r a ig h t  fo rw ard  
t r a c k s  t h a t  u se  a  m ore  
com m ercial flavoured  edge, 
bu t still rem ain  as cutting as 
innovating as the  rest of the 
album.

And i f  doub t h ad  se t  in  
w h e th e r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  
w o u ld  su f fe r  w ith  B e an s  
alone then  the  instrum ental 
tracks ‘Sickle Cell H ysteria’ 
and ‘Rosie Periw inkle Plum ’ 
rem ove any  doubts, though  
by th is  t im e  th ro u g h  th e  
album  you should be having 
no d o u b ts  a t  a ll. T h en  we 
have the  fa r more lo-fi affairs 
of ‘Booga S u gar’, a  s tra ig h t 
out of the  coffee shop entirely 
poetic affair, and the  hum an 
b e a t  box d r iv e n  r a p  of 
‘Crave’.

B ean s  is  u l t im a te ly  an  
in te llig e n t w o rd sm ith  who 
has m anaged to  move away 
a s  a solo a r t i s t  w e ll, 
Tomorrow Right Now’ keeps 
th e  fu tu ris tic  sound of Anti 
Pop C o n so rtiu m  w ith  th a t  
s ty l is h  sw ag g e r  t h a t  h a s  
become p a rt  of B eans’ style. 
In all the  topics and tempos 
va ry  b u t in a ll i t  w orks as 
b e in g  a  g re a t  new  a lb u m , 
th is  is  a d iv e rs e  a n d  
necessary record to h ear ju s t 
so y ou  c an  t a s te  r a p s

tomorrow, right now.
Matt France

CALLA
Televise

T his is th e  th ird  s tud io  
a lb u m  from  B ro o k ly n  
rockers, Calla, following the 
la s t two album s, ‘C alla’ and 
‘Scavengers’. Calla have been 
described as “the  num ber one 
b a n d  to  w a tc h ” by 
A lte rn a tiv e  P re ss , so does 
th is  a lb u m  live  up  to  t h a t  
claim? In a  word, yes.

‘Televise’ has a  tru ly  raw 
a n d  jag g e d  feel to  i t ,  b e s t  
described  as  a  c lash  of th e  
so u n d s  o f R a d io h e a d  a n d  
M arily n  M anson. V ocalist, 
Aurelio Valle’s voice sounds 
com pletely detached adding 
an  often s in is te r  feel to the  
tracks on th is album.

T h e  h ig h lig h ts  o f th is  
a lbum  a re  th e  track s ‘Don’t  
H o ld  Y o u r B r e a th ’ a n d  
‘S trangler’, both of which are 
d a rk  an d  y e t com pelling to 
the  listener. The often gothic 
a n d  in s e c u re  q u a li t ie s  of 
these songs typify the  re s t of 
th is album.

C a lla  th e m se lv e s  h av e  
a lr e a d y  a m a ss e d  a n  
im p re s s iv e  fo llo w in g  
am ongst their fellow musical 
peers, notably  N ick Cave & 
th e  B adseeds and Godspeed 
you Black Emperor, who are 
both reportedly eager to tour 
w ith them.

Do not expect th is album 
to be th e  n u m b er one feel­
good a lb u m  o f a ll  tim e , 
r a th e r  an  album  th a t  tak es 
you in to  th e  d e p th  of y our 
own soid on a  guided tour of 
p a in . T he a lb u m  h a s  been  
described as a  “lullaby of last 
b re a th s”, raw  an d  s in is te r , 
yet strangely very appealing, 
definitely w orth a  listen.

David Marriott

EVERCLEAR
Slow motion Daydream

I have a  real affection for 
th is  b an d  b u t h av en ,t been 
im p re s s e d  w ith  a n y th in g  
they’ve done since ‘So Much 
fo r th e  A fte rg lo w ’ w as 
released back in  1997. They 
used to  be a  straightforw ard 
ro ck  b a n d  b u t  th e  ep ic  
o rchestra l ba llads of recen t 
years led me to believe th a t 
A.P. A lexakis w as tr ip p in g  
m o re  b a lls  th a n  h e  e v e r  
m anaged as a  junky.

U nfortunately Everclear,s 
la te s t  re lease  ‘Slow Motion 
Daydream ’ hasn’t  done much 
to  r e s to re  m y f a i th  in  
A lexak is b u t th e n  a t  le a s t  
h e ,s  n o t d re s s in g  u p  a s  a 
B a p tis t p reach er anym ore. 
There are still a  lot of ballads 
a n d  s t r in g s  h e re  a n d  th e  
more u p beat songs such as, 
‘How to  W in F r ie n d s  a n d  
In fluence  People’, lack  th e  
raw ness' th a t  used to  m ake

Everclear pre tty  good.
A m ore  s e r io u s  a n d  

c o n s ta n t  d o w n fa ll fo r 
Everclear has been Alexakis, 
sickening narra tive  approach 
to w ard s h is  ly rics an d  th e  
sto ry  of h is  “Volvo d riv in g  
soccer Mom”, b a res  a  l it t le  
re se m b la n c e  to  A v ril 
L av ig n e ’s ‘S k 8 e r Boi’. The 
ly ric s  do h av e  th e  d e s ired  
e ffe c t on o ccasio n  a n d  i t  
p a in s  m e to  m ak e  th e  
co n cessio n  t h a t  th e r e  a re  
some p re tty  good slow rock 
ballads on here.

H ow ever th e  th in g  th a t  
im p re s s e s  m e m o st a b o u t 
E v e rc le a r  is th e  o p tim ism  
w h ich  ru n s  a s  a  c o n s ta n t  
them e throughout all of their 
a lb u m s. The sim ple  pop 'Of 
Everclear is reassu rin g  and 
p o ss ib ly  w hy I k in d a  lik e  
them.

Paul KetHebo rough

HARAMBE 
Roots

I w as in te res ted  to h e a r  
th is  new a lbum  by a  group 
d e sc rib e d  to  m e a s  ‘so u l’ 
even th o u g h  I w as slig h tly  
p u t off by the  message on the 
inside cover sta ting  th a t the 
a lb u m  is , “a b o u t  b e in g  
granted  the  vision to see th a t 
y o u ’ve b e en  fo llo w in g  th e  
wrong pa th”. I t  sounded a  bit 
too  p re a c h e y  to  m e, b u t  I 
gave i t  a  go anyway. I w ish I 
co u ld  sa y  I w as  p ro v ed  
w ro n g , b u t  I w a s n ’t  
A lthough  th e  m usic w asn ’t  
th e  h a p p y -c la p p y  d r iv e l I 
w as expecting a fte r reading 
th a t passage, the  lyrics were 
still very basic and the  songs 
w ere so sim ila r I th o u g h t I 
had my CD player on repeat, 
R ather th an  describing it as 
‘so u l’ I th in k  i t  fa lls  m ore 
under the  category of boring- 
funk-with-far-too-much-bass- 
g u ita r .  A nyw ay, a t  le a s t  I 
f ig u re d  o u t  w hy  no o n e ’s 
heard  of them  before!

Louise Ovenell

PILOT TO GUNNER 
Games at High Speeds

T h is  is  th e  E u ro p e a n  
re lease  of P ilo t to G unner’s 
2001 a lb u m . PT G  h av e  
a e s th e t ic  s im ila r i t ie s  to  
bands like Jaw box, G arden 
V ariety or The Promise Ring 
th a t  are  often unfortunately  
labelled ‘emo’ and are bound 
to  be l in k e d  to  t h a t  
p articu lar scene. This record 
h o w e v er h a s  a  g r e a t  d e a l 
more depth th an  m ost other 
so called  emo re le a se s  and 
s ta n d s  up  on i ts  own a s  a 
collection of h ighly charged 
and soulfid pop songs.

In s tru m e n ta lly , ‘G am es 
a t  H ig h  S p e e d s ’ is  
explosively energetic and the 
tw o g u ita r s  w ork  to g e th e r  
c re a tin g  in tr ic a te  p a tte rn s  
a n d  m elodies w ith o u t ever 
succum bing to  th e  stan d ard  
one  rh y th m  a n d  one le a d  
form at. Lyrically th e  album  
is a lso  w ay above av erag e  
though the actual vocal p a rt 
is a t tim es slightly buried in 
the mix. This is a  small gripe 
to a  largely  b rillian t record 
w h ich  su g g e s ts  p e rh a p s  
above all th a t PTG would be 
a p a rticu la rly  am azing  live 
experience.

Ann Keeble

SINGLES)
‘SimpleThings’, especially '^, 
a s th ey  a re  described  as a 
th ree  piece dance act.

A great little  gu itar tune 
w ith  a  fu n n y
b a c k g r o u n d i n s t r u m e n t  
w hich  so u n d s susp ic iously  
like th a t wobble board thing 
Rolf H a rris  plays. I t  works 
well though!

BEVERLEY KNIGHT 
Shape Of You

T h is  CD c o n ta in s  tw o 
versions of Beverley Knight’s 
new  s in g le  t h a t  a re  so 
d ifferent you wonft even be 
able to recognise th a t theylre 
th e  sam e  song: th e  a lbum  
version and the  remixed hip 
hop style version^written by 
non o ther th an  Wyclef Jean . 
P e rs o n a l ly  I th in k  th is  
v e rsio n  is  by fa r  th e  b est, 
w ith a  great hea t to dance to 
a n d  B e v e rle y ’s e x c e lle n t 
vocals. B ut the  reason I like 
i t  so m u ch  is  b e c a u se  i t  
seem s she m igh t finally  be 
b re a k in g  aw ay  from  h e r  
u sua l soulful style of music 
a n d  g e t t in g  in to  a  m ore  
funky dance style, som ething 
th a t IVe been waiting for her 
to do for a  long time.

T h e re  a re  p le n ty  of 
fem ale r ’n ’b singers around 
a t  th e  m o m e n t - K e lly  
R o w lan d  a n d  A s h a n ti  to  
nam e b u t a  few, bu t B ritish 
h ip-hop ta le n t  is s t i ll  very  
th in  on the  ground, despite  
p ro m is in g  s t a r t s  from  Ms 
Dynamite and the  like. Let’s 
hope she continues to work 
in  th is direction.

Louise Ovenell 

CHICANE 
Love on the Run

W ith  th is  I w as hoping  
th a t Chicane may have given 
u p  on th e  d e s p e ra te ly  
m ed io c re  pop d a n ce  
featu ring  th e  fallen idols of 
pop. T h is  t im e  a ro u n d  
instead of going for a  vocalist 
on th e ir way down, Chicane 
t ry  th e ir  h a n d s  a t  m ak ing  
former d:ream  vocalist Peter 
C unnah their Lazarus.

So how  does th is  
re su rre c tio n  fa ir ,  w ell I ’m 
sorry to say th a t somewhere 
a lo n g  th e  l in e  th e  s o r t  of 
i n s p i r a t io n  t h a t  b ro u g h t  
them  chart success w ith the 
l ik e s  o f S a l tw a te r  h a s  
v a n is h e d  w ith o u t  t r a c e .  
Instead they have favoured a 
le s s  o b v io u s so u n d , t h a t  
re a lly  d o esn ’t  w ork  a t  a ll, 
a n d  u n fo r tu n a te ly  i t  j u s t  
i s n ’t  a so u n d  t h a t  w ill 
catapult Chicane back to the 
top 40. I've got to adm it th a t 
m e r i t  is  d u e  fo r th e i r  
a t te m p ts  to  av o id  pop 
overload, b u t unfo rtunate ly  
i t  ju s t  doesn’t  have any kick 
whatsoever.

I t  looks t h a t  C h ica n e  
h av e  gone dow n th e  sam e 
ro a d  o f t h e i r  v o c a lis ts  of 
choice and  gone ju s t  a s  fa r 
they can.

Matt France 

DIRTY VEGAS 
Simple Things

As a  self confessed Dirty 
V egas v irg in  I have to  say  
Iw as p le a sa n tly  su rp r ise d  

w ith  t h e i r  new  s in g le

I t ’s a  song  t h a t ’ll  h ave  
you  h u m m in g  a n d  n o t  a 
t r a c e o f  d a n ce  (u n lik e  th e  
m ajo rity  of th e ir  a lbum  of 
the sam e name). Ace.

D ir ty  V eg as , w e re  
originally to be called D irty 
H arry  bu t couldn’t  because - 
well you clever kids work it  
o u t - s ta r t  th e ir  UK  to u r in  
M a rch , ru d e ly  sk ip p in g  
Newcastle, mind.

Lindsay Clark

DATSUNS 
Harmonic Generator

I t  m u st feel g re a t to  be 
th e  “co o le s t b a n d  o f th e  
m om ent” an d  a ll, w ith  th e  
lead member being voted the 
th ird  coolest, m an  in  rock 
What! Only the  th ird  I hear 
you cry. (Well th e re  is th a t  
d ru m m er from  th e  S trokes 
now isn ,t there ... silly  you) 
T h is  w eek  th e  D a ts u n s  
r e tu r n  to  b esto w  u s  w ith  
th e ir second single from the 
self titled  album .

Stopping for a  m oment to 
wipe away the tears from my 
eye you stop to  th in k  w hat 
co u ld  th e y  p o ss ib ly  do to  
m ake them  more of a  cooler 
b a n d ?  W ell th e y  cou ld  
release a  nonsensical single 
a b o u t a  “h a rm o n ic  
generator”?!! A what?

Exactly! A highly catchy 
s in g le  from  a v e ry  ca tch y  
album  which is nothing more 
th a n  c a tc h y  ro ck  r if fs . I t  
so u n d s  c lich ed  b u t  i t s  a ll 
been done before, its not the 
“coolest, th ing ever...” its ju s t 
dumb.

So i f  you  lik e  th is  
sa m ey n e ss  l is te n  to  th em  
and  buy NME and  one day 
you too could a sp ire  to be 
ju s t  th e  coolest, flavour of 
NME’s weekly front cover.

James Perry
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(INTERVIEW: ED HARCOURT LIVE REVIEWS)
S '  In the midst of a whirl- 
wind headline tour Ed 
Harcourt, having released 
his latest single on Monday, 
attended a magazine 
launch on Tuesday and 
anticipating the release of 
his second, highly 
acclaimed album 'From 
Every Sphere', is without a 
doubt a Very Busy Man 
indeed. It's amazing, then, 
that he was persuaded to 
take tim e-out from his 
hectic schedule to offer a 
few words of wisdom and 
hypothetical musings to The 
Courier. Speaking in the 
glamorous surroundings of 
the dressing rooms at 
Northumbria University's 
Second Stage, here's what 
the be-suited Mr Harcourt, 
resplendent in chunky-knit 
oversized blue beanie hat, 
had to say... 

So, how's the tour been so 
far?
Yeah, it  was weird, I  actually 
came up on th e  tra in  today 
fro m  L o n d o n , a n d  w as 
th in k in g  I ’m re a lly , re a lly  
happy.
Not the tour bus?
I w as  dow n in  L ondon  
yesterday. We played Stoke 
on Monday then I had  to do a 
m a g a z in e  la u n c h  - W ord 
m agazine - kind of like Mojo 
o r Q, t h a t  k in d  o f th in g . 
T hen  I w e n t an d  bo u g h t a 
new  p iano  - b eau tifu l, a r t-  
deco green; w ent and p u t it  
in  my room in London, then  
w e n t b o w lin g  w ith  m y 
girlfriend, which was great. 
Did you win?
No, I w as  r e a l ly  b a d , b u t 
th e n  I had  a  few s tr ik e s , I 
was still wearing th is suit; it 
was like ‘Kingpin’.
Back to the tour, how was 
Stoke on Monday?
Stoke was great, we were all 
like ,. “W h a t a re  we do in g  
h e re?” B ut th en  we played 
an d  th e re  w ere qu ite  a few 
people there , i t  w as good. I 
a sk e d  som ebody  o u ts id e , 
while I was playing, which is 
a  stupid th ing  to do in Stoke. 
L u ck ily  I h a d  to  lea v e  
im m e d ia te ly  an yw ay! 
(B re a k s  o ff to  ‘p la y fu l ly ’ 
a t t a c k  h is  b a s s i s t  w ith  a  
b room  h a n d le .)  I h a v e  to  
keep them  in line you know, 
they  need to  be discip lined  
every now and then.
Was playing on Monday 
any different, considering it 
was the release date for 
new single 'All of Your Days 
Will Be Blessed'?
Oh i t  w as fine. I w as like , 
“O h by  th e  w ay , m y new  
single’s out today. So buy it.” 
I t  w as OK a c tu a l ly ,  m id ­
w eek i t ’s a t  num ber th irty , 
w h ich  is  r e a l ly  good, a n d  
m eans I’m probably going to 
get to do Top of the Pops. But 
I th ink  it’s going to go down, 
I ’m p ro b a b ly  th e  k in d  of 
p e rso n  th a t  people w ill go 
out and buy on the  first day 
and then  it will ju s t  go... 
Have there been any 
'stand-out' dates so far, in 
terms of audience reception 
or venue atmosphere?
I a c tu a l ly  r e a l ly  en jo y ed  
iS to k e , a n d  N o r th a m p to n

w as rea lly  special for some 
reason. I had no idea w hat it 
was going to be like, and the 
crow d w e re  j u s t  go in g  
m ental. There were all these 
people, they  w ere a ll on E, 
an d  th ey  w ere  cry ing  and , 
like, hugging me. Sheffield 
w as  v e ry  fu n n y , a  lo t of 
heckling and banter between 
me and the  audience.
Going back to last year, 
how did you find 
Glastonbury? You didn't 
stay long, mentioning 
during your set that you 
couldn't be around for the 
rest of the weekend...
I t was great, it  was insane.I 
was a  bad boy th a t day. I had 
to go to Belgium afterwards, 
b u t  I m e t m y h e ro , M ark  
Lonegan, from Queens of the 
Stone Age. He’s like, seven 
feet ta l l  and  looks like  th e  
d e v il. I w as j u s t  go ing  
“You’re  amazing". And then  
we w e n t to  th e  B e lg iu m  
fe s t iv a l ,  i t  w as  fu c k in g  
b r i l l i a n t ,  th e r e  w as  a 
courtyard of dressing rooms 
w ith  ev ery o n e  s ta n d in g  
ro u n d . I w as d o in g  an  
in terv iew  for MTV H olland 
an d  D ave G rohl. com es up 
b e h in d  m e a n d  s t a r t s  
th ro w in g  b e e r  on m e. I 
s ta rted  hav ing  a beer fight, 
w ith  Dave G rphlj from  th e  
Foo Fighters!
(E d’s phone rin g s - i t ’s h is 
manager.)
Hey, we’ve got album  of the 
month in  Uncut!

Moving onto the new 
album 'From Every Sphere' 
is it a more personal and 
emotional album than 
'Here Be Monsters'?
Yeah, I thought I was going 
to m ake an  album  th a t  was 
going to be kind of weird and 
strange, a dark  album about 
gh osts an d  d ream s, th in g s  
like th a t. B ut i t  d idn’t  tu rn  
out to be like that, it  turned 
o u t  to  be  a  h e a r tb r e a k  
a lb u m , h a l f  o f  i t  is  a 
h e a r tb re a k  a lb u m  ab o u t a 
relationship th a t’s ju s t dying 
and there ’s noth ing you can 
do a b o u t i t .  L a s t  y e a r  a t  
G la s to n b u ry  I w as in  th e  
middle of a  massive bender, 
n o n -s to p  d r in k in g , d id n ’t 
give a  sh it about any th ing . 
I ’d j u s t  s p l i t  u p  w ith  m y 
girlfriend of five years, and 
th en  my g randm other died, 
an d  th e n  I s p l i t  up  w ith  
som eone a g a in . I w as ju s t  
like, “I don’t  give a fuck”. But 
now I’m really happy, and on 
top of things. B ut you’ve got 
to have a  y ear like th a t, to 
know  w h a t you  w a n t, I 
suppose.
So working on the new 
album with (Tom Waits

producer) Tchad Blake, how 
did you find that?
I t  w as g re a t ,  h e ’s r e a l ly  
charism atic , very nice, and 
sonically a genius - recording 
and all the  technical s tu ff  - 
but he’s just, really cool. 
You're often likened to Tom 
Waits...
I suppose I get compared to a 
lo t of people, w hich m aybe 
m eans it’s quite original!
How concerned are you 
about the commercial 
success of the album?
I guess th ere ’s a  p a r t  of me 
th a t  h a tes  the  whole ‘indier 
th a n  th o u ’ m en ta lity , b u t I 
do w an t to  do well. I don’t 
always w ant to see my name 
in p rin t, or on my gravestone 
“E d  H a rc o u r t ,  one of th e  
most underra ted  cult a rtis ts  
ever known to m an”. I don’t 
w a n t  t h a t ,  I do w a n t to  
b e .. .b u t I th in k  I ’d lik e  to 
subvert m odem  pop music, ,1 
w o u ld n  t  w a n t  to  se ll  m y 
soul... completely.
What about the success of 
the single?
I d o n ’t  b u y  s in g le s . I see  
them  as little  advertisem ents 
for th e  a lbum , so any  th a t  
you sell a re  ju s t  a  bonus. I 
don’t care, my single s ta r ts  
w ith  a  h a rm o n iu m . A 
harmonium!
Who would you tip as "ones 
to watch" for this year?
I know  NM E h a v e  b e en  
t a lk in g  a b o u t th e m , b u t  I 
r e a l ly  th in k  T h e  S leep y  
J a c k so n  a re  good. I hope  
‘B rig h t E yes’ does well, I ’d 
really like him  to be massive, 
h e ’s a  g en iu s . I re a lly  like  
‘The B eaties’, they  could do., 
quite well, they’re th is band 
from Liverpool.
Hmm, think I've heard 
some of their stuff.
Y eah , th ey ’re  m e a n t to  be 
really good! Actually, there’s 
th is  g ir l  c a lled  R e g in a  
Spector, she’s really good too. 
From where did you draw 
your inspiration for the new 
songs?
D efin ite ly  d ream s: w ak ing  
up in  the middle of the n ight 
a n d  n o t k n o w in g  w h e th e r  
you’re in  a  dream  or reality; 
fe v e rs  a n d  r e la t io n s h ip  
p ro b lem s, y o u r  own 
e x p e rie n c e s . A nd th e n . ..  
d e a th ,  love a n d  d e a th  
e q u a lly , a n d  b e a u ty  an d  
v io len ce , l ik e  in  (a lb u m  
tra c k )  ‘W a tc h in g  th e  S u n  
Come U p’. T h a t’s w hat I ’ve 
been  obsessed  w ith , lik e  I 
th in k  i t  w as J e f f  B uck ley  
who sa id  “I ’m a n  u l t r a -  
violent rom antic” I definitely 
u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t  h e  w as 
s a y in g  th e re .  So i t ’s j u s t  
a b o u t n o t do ing  th in g s  by 
ha lf measures.
Are the more bizarre, off 
the wall tracks more 
allegorical than literal?
A lot of i t ’s quite cryptic, and 
I d o n ’t  know  w hy, I d o n ’t 
r e a l ly  look fo r th e  h id d en  
depths and m eanings within 
a  song. So, I w r i te  i t  an d  
then I step back from it, and 
say  “w h a t ’s th is  m e a n ? ” 
About ha lf of the album was 
w ritten  when I was really ill, 
I h a d  b ro n c h it is  fo r five 
m o n th s  a n d  e n d ed  up  
co u g h in g  u p  b lood ev ery  
n igh t, I couldn’t  sing. So it 
w as a ll  a  b i t  o f a  m ad

e x p e rie n c e . I ’m really^N . 
w riting a  lot a t  the moment, 
songs ju s t keep coming out. 
For you, then, writing songs 
must be almost like keeping 
a diary.
I t is, yeah. I do keep a diary, 
and th e  innerm ost, d a rk es t 
th o u g h ts  go in to  i t ,  ‘cause  
you don’t  w ant to give away

too m u ch , o th e rw ise  
everyone know s every th ing  
about you.
What about plans for after 
the tour -  will you finally be 
having a rest?
No! I get back then  have two 
days before Sweden, then  I’m 
going to P a ris  to do a  C het 
Baker TV show, playing w ith 
a ll th e  m u s ic ia n s  w h o ’ve 
played for Chet Baker. Then 
I’ve got five or six. days, then  
I ’m off to A m erica  p lay in g  
w ith  Supergrftss, The Coral 
and The Polyphonic Spree. 
How did you find touring 
with Supergrass, and Beth 
Orton, on selected UK 
dates?
Great, yeah, B ut I didn’t  like 
the seated venues a t  all, they 
were rubbish. I t culm inated 
one night when I was playing 
and saw th is bloke sitting a t 
th e  f ro n t, h a lf  a s le e p  a n d  
yaw n in g . I w as lik e , “Hey 
you, w hat is th is - a fucking 
library?”
Where would you see 
yourself now, if you weren't 
doing what you're doing?
I would be a professional cat- 
burglar/playboy, kind of like 
the Pink Panther. A playboy 
by day, w ith  a  m o ustache, 
a n d  th e n  I ’d b e frien d  rich  
la d ie s , a n d  s te a l  a ll  th e i r  
jewels.
Given £1 million to spend in 
a single day, what would 
you buy?
I would buy all of the  Gareth 
G a te s  a n d  W ill Y oung  
singles, and distribute them  
to people in  th e  s tree t, and 
then  ju s t as I’d give the CD’s 
out, I ’d say “th e  end of the  
world is nigh.” Ju s t w hisper 
it, dead-pan. “The end of the 
world is nigh.”
Finally; if you could invite 
any four people, living or 
dead, for a night down your 
local, who would it be?
Well, th is  is easy. E instein, 
K urt Cobain, Jim i Hendrix, 
and Marlon Brando. Imagine 
t h a t ,  a t  th e  b a r , “M arlon , 
w hat do you want?” Or Kurt 
C obain  say in g  “I ’ll h av e  a 
lem o n  . a n d  lim e ”. J im i 
H en d rix  - “Hey m an , have 
you got any acid here?” I t’d 
be great.

Interviewed by; 
Sally Cook

S '  The Delgados® 
Northumbria Union, 
03/02/03

I t  w a s  a- sm all- y e t 
e n th u s ia s t ic  crow d w ho 
g a th e re d  a t  N o r th u m b ria  
S tu d e n t  U n io n ’s S ta g e  '2 
venue to  see The Delgados. 
Like m any others, I had seen 
th em  su p p o rt Doves a t  the  
l a r g e r  u p s ta i r s  v e n u e  in  
N o v em b er, a n d  h a d  b een  
im p re sse d . So I w as 
su rp rised  w hen lead singer 
Emm a Pollock apologized for 
t h e i r  p e rfo rm a n c e  a t  th e  
Doves gig, claiming it  to be 
one of their worst gigs ever.

B u t as soon as th e  firs t 
song ‘Light Before We Land’ 
kicked in, I could appreciate 
w h a t  sh e  m e a n t. An ep ic  
o p e n e r  o f a so n g  w ith  
sw ee p in g  s t r in g s ,  a n d  
im a g in a tiv e  c o n tr a s t  
betw een hushed  vocals and 
g ran d  h a rm on ies in s ta n tly  
gained the  toted attention  of 
th e  crowd. The sh eer scale 
a n d  c o m p lex ity  o f th e i r  
sound was a  level above how 
th e y  h a d  so u n d e d  in  
N ovem ber, w hen  th ey  h ad  
been hindered by the lack of 
decent m onitors onstage, or 
even a  proper soundcheck.

C o m p le m en ted  by a 
string ensemble, (including a 
c e llis t w ith  p in k  h a ir ,  th e  
only n eg a tiv e  p o in t x>f th e  
gig!) f lu tis t, an d  a p ian ist, 
T h e  D e lg ad o s g av e  a 
s tu n n in g  p e rfo rm a n c e . 
H ig h lig h t fo r m e w as th e  
V^hauntingly beautifu l song

‘C h ild  K il le r s ’ w ith  i t s 'N  
slow build  up  to  an  alm ost 
a n th em ic  chorus. As th e ir  
p e n u lt im a te  so n g  th ey  
p la y e d  th e  y o n k s o ld  13 
Gliding, w ith  th e  two m ain 
s in g e rs  P o llo ck  a n d  A lu n  
W oodward a lm ost b a tt l in g  
each other, and then joining 
in union for a  savage chorus.

B u t ev en  i f  you  w ere  
u n fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  b an d  
w as one of th ose  ra re  gigs 
where it  didn’t  m atter if  you 
knew th e  songs or not. The 
band chatted and joked with 
the audience throughout the 
gig, and it seemed as though 
they  were really enjoying the 
g ig , a lth o u g h  t h a t  m ig h t 
have som eth ing  to  do w ith  
larg e  am o u n ts  of red  w ine 
th e  band  consum ed during  
the gig!

This is w hat gigs should 
be lik e . Too m an y  b a n d s  
a lie n a te  th e ir  aud ience  by 
disappearing to fa r up their 
ow n b ack sid es a n d  ta k in g  
th e m se lv e s  w ay  too 
seriously. Along with Mecury 
Rev and The Flam ing Lips 
T he D elgados a re  m ak in g  
music th a t transcends above 
th e  now boring  an d  sainey 
in .d ie /ro ck /p u n k  t h a t . . is 
sefeniiftgly l it te r in g  th e  gig 
c irc u it  a t  th e  m o m en t. I t  
maffea- a  change for a. tru ly  
o rig in a l b an d  to  gracedthe 
vetyies of Newcastle.

Can we have some more 
please?

Adam Berman

S '  The Raveonettes® 
Newcastle Union, 
05/02/03

T h e  R a v e o n e tte s  show  
w as my first in a  while and 
as always the decision to go 
w as r a th e r  p ro b le m a tic . 
M ost g ig s in v o lv e  m e 
su f fe r in g  som e fo rm  of 
m olestation and w ith fears of 
so re  fe e t,  u n c o m fo rtab le  
h e a t ,  a n d  c o n ta m in a tio n  
w ith  C ra ss  lo v in g  c id e r 
punks, I approached th is gig 
w ith my usual trepidation.

H ow ever m y co n ce rn s 
w ere far outweighed by the 
positive things I’d heard and 
read of the Raveonettes and 
the thought of me ignoring a 
potentially good garage rock 
act on my own doorstep was 
u n b e a ra b le .  T h is  w as 
co u p led  by th e  fa c t t h a t  
northern  rock act Mos Eisley 
w ere lis ted  as su p p o rt and  
I ’d been  m ean in g  to check 
them  out.

As th in g s  tu r n e d  o u t 
th e r e  w as no Mos E is le y  
(un less I w as too late ) and 
Nylon Pylon had been added 
to  th e  b ill . T h a n k fu lly  I 
a r r iv e d  a t  th e  U n io n  h a lf  
w ay  th ro u g h  N P ’s se t ,  as 
w h ile  I fo und  th e i r ,  
synth/rock w ith a little  dub, 
i sound innovative, i t  w as a

b it too “loco’ for my liking. "N. 
To th e ir credit N P did gain 
th e  support of th e  crowd in 
th e  g lo b al cafe  (a  f a ir  
tu rn o u t)  who w ere  a  l i t t le  
m ore  re c e p tiv e  to  th e i r  
creativity.

The R aveonettes, on the 
o th e r  h a n d , d rew  a m ixed 
re sp o n se  from  th e  fa ir ly  
positive crowd. They churned 
out a  lot of very sh o rt lo-fi 
garage songs all in the  same 
Bb m in o r key  u n d e r  th e ir  
v e ry  own eg o -b an n e r (Led 
Zep. you a in ’t). As you can 
im a g in e  th is  w as v e ry  
irrita tin g  and the  people on 
s ta g e  d id n ,t  seem  too 
enthralled about it  either.

W hat m ust have been no 
more th an  half-an-hour felt 
like an  age and all I really  
remember were the sore feet 
a n d  sp e lls  of d iz z in e ss  
b ro u g h t on by a r is in g  
t e m p e ra tu r e  u n d e r  my 
clothes (adm ittedly my own 
f a u lt  fo r d re s s in g  
im practically ). F o rtu n a te ly  
for me, the  only good resu lt 
fo r th is  g ig  w as  i t s  e a r ly  
finish and I got to bed by a 
s e n s ib le  h o u r  (11 .00pm ) 
n u rs in g  my wounds w ith  a  
hot cup of m ilk in  hand.

Paul Kettleborough
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f  All the trendy music 
mags seem to run lists of 
the greatest albums... ever, 
that no-one agrees 
with...ever. So here at The 
Courier we thought we'd 
compile our own list of 
personal favourites for you 
to agrue over. I'd just like to 
state now for the record 
that asking a bunch of 
music critics to list their 
favourite albums of all time 
was a bit of an error. Firstly, 
music writers always want 
to be subversive and 
leftfield, so they actively try 
to pick CDs you probably 
haven't heard of, secondly 
when it came to picking my 
own favourites I couldn't 
pick Parklife, London Calling 
or Grace so I reverted to 
being subversive and 
lefHield-ish. So here are our 
choices, in no particular 
order.

a tten tio n . The Stone Roses, 
fo r a  b r ie f  p e rio d  h a d  th e  
world a t th e ir feet.
AB
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The Stone Roses 
The Stone Roses 
H a s  th e r e  e v e r  b een  a 
g r e a te r  d e b u t a lb u m  th a n  
th is ?  I d o u b t i t .  W ith  
a rg u a b ly  th e  b e s t open ing  
th ree  songs in music history 
(‘I W anna  Be A dored’, ‘She 
B an g s  T h e  D ru m s’ a n d  
‘W aterfa ll’) an d  th e  closing 
gu ita r soaked genius of ‘I am 
The Resurrection’ th is album 
sparked  off th e  whole Indie 
scene. W ith the best guitarist 
of a  generation, a  bass player 
who is now a  legend in  music 
h is to ry ,  a  d ru m m e r  who 
trea ted  his skins as a  totally 
in d e p e n d e n t  c re a tiv e  
instrum ent, and a singer who 
despite lacking the  best voice 
in  th e  w o rld  d e m a n d ed

Nirvana 
Nevermind
The album th a t acts as your 
r ig h t  o f  p a s sa g e  in to  th e  
world of rock. Every track  on 
th is album  is a  classic in  its 
own r ig h t. “W ith  th e  lig h ts 
o u t,  i t ’s le s s  d a n g e ro u s ”, 
come on, sing- along!
DM

Levellers
Levelling the Land 
The rock /  folk /  peace loving / 
h ip p ie s a t  th e i r  v e ry  b e s t, 
a rg u a b ly !  C o n ta in s  th e i r  
highest charting  single ever, 
“Fifteen Years’.
DM

Pulp
Different Class 
W hilst B lur and Oasis were 
having th e ir  catfight during 
th e  h e ig h t o f B ritpop, Pu lp  
quietly released th e  defining 
a lbum  of th e  e ra . Be i t  th e  
iro n ic  d ru g  e m p a th y  of 
‘Sorted  For E ’s and  W hizz’, 
the  glam rock of ‘Disco 2000’ 
o r th e  a n th e m  ‘C om m on 
People’ th is album has i t  all. 
In s p ir e d  ly r ic s  a n d  g r e a t  
m u s ic ia n sh ip  from  a  b an d  
who had grafted for 15 years 
showed a  m aturity  th a t  was 
light years ahead of the  60’s 
rock of Oasis and th e  public 
school arrogance of Blur.
AB

punk-rock sound m arks th e  
p in n a c le  o f th e  M an ics 
career.
JS 

The Ramones 
The Ramones
Raw, edgy and cool as fuck, 
The Ramones debut is one of 
th e  best punk releases ever, 
n e v e r  m in d  y o u r n u -p u n k  
likes of B linkl82 and Sum41, 
th is is real punk a t  its  roots. 
T he New Y o rkers show ing  
th e ir B ritish  contem poraries 
how  to  do i t  w ith o u t  th e  
obnoxious a ttitu d e  and th a t  
is ex ac tly  w h a t m ark s  ou t 
th is album  from others such 
a th e  P is to l ’s o ffe r in g s  - 
where Johnny Rotten was all 
sw e a ry  a n d  s p i t ty ,  Jo e y  
Ramone w as th e  epitom e of 
sn a rlin g  scowling cool. My 
friend  V ictor m et Joey  and 
Dee Dee R am one w h en  he 
played a t  Joey’s b ir th d ay  a 
few years before he died and 
he told me th a t even though 
th e  fo rm er legend  w as old 
and ill, h is eyes still showed 
his punk  soul, he never lost 
the  sp irit and th a t spirit, the 
u n re f in e d , p u re  so u n d  of 
1 970s N ew  Y ork  is  w h a t  
m akes th is  a lbum  so dam n 
good.
JS

Boards of Canada 
Geogaddi
Sepia-tinged psychedelia and 
ch ild -like  lu llab y  m elodies 
so u n d s  from  th e  S c o ttish  
duo. C o m bin ing  f u tu r is t ic  
s y n th s  a n d  d r i f t in g  
soundtracks of old education 
television documentaries .The 
a lb u m  g iv es you  a  w a rm  
melancholy feeling th a t puts 
a n  in tr ig u in g  sp in  on th e  
c u rre n tly  over fash io n ab le  
c rap  excuses fo r ‘ch ill-o u t’ 
so u n d s . A nd  w ith o u t  
sounding too pretencious i t  is 
far more intelligent th an  the 
obvious a r t i s t s  th a t  a re  in  
the  same category.
JP

The Manic Street Preachers 
The Holy Bible 
Ok so th e  M anics a re  very  
m uch  a  m arm ite  b a n d  b u t 
love them  or ha te  them , very 
few a lb u m s can  m atch  th e  
articulacy and vitriol of “The 
Holy Bible’, least of all any of 
th e  M an ics  ow n o th e r  
o ffe r in g s . T a k in g  th e i r  
m usical references from the  
C la sh  a n d  th e i r  ly r ic s  
s tra ig h t out of The Bell J a r  
th e y  p ro d u c e  g e n u in e ly  
in te llig e n t rock m usic. O f 
course the presence of Richey 
Edwards, or indeed the  lack 
o f i t  does c re a te  a  k in d  of 
m yth  su rro u n d in g  th is  la s t  
studio  album  he m ade w ith 
th e  b a n d , h is  in f lu e n ce  is  
so m e th in g  t h a t  to d a y ’s 
in c a r n a t io n  o f th e  b a n d  
clearly lack. *The Holy Bible’ 
m ay  n o t be  th e  m o st easy  
album to listen b u t its angry 
ly r ic a l  po w er a n d  sp ik y

Operation Ivy 
Energy
The Op. Ivy boys have done 
a lr ig h t considering  they,ve 
a t ta in e d  leg e n d a ry  s ta tu s  
and inspired a  wave of Less 
th a n  Ja k e  bands all on the

back of one record. Of course 
the real winner is lil’ Timmy 
A rm strong  who penned th e  
Op. Ivy classic, ‘B ad Town’ 
and made people realise th a t 
w hite kids were suffering in 
the  ghetto too. He m ay look 
like he h as downs b u t a fter 
selling millions w ith Rancid 
a n d  c re a tin g  a  w hole new  
ra p /p u n k  g e n re  w ith  th e  
Transplants, there’s no doubt 
th a t th is homeboy is shrewd. 
T h e  O p. Iv y  c rew  w e re  a 
r e v e la tio n  in  1989 a n d  14 
years down th e  line th ey ’re 
still fuckin’ sh it up.
PK

Pink Floyd
Dark Side of the Moon 
E a s ily  m y fa v o u rite  o f a ll 
t h e i r  a lb u m s, I n e v e r  g e t 
bored of listening to this. The 
s ty l is t ic  d iv e rs ity  on  th is  
a lbum  is am azing , an d  th e  
vocal on ‘T he G re a t Gig in  
the Sky1 still makes the  hairs 
on the  back of my neck stand 
up. Not bad, considering I’ve 
been  lis te n in g  to  i t  since I 
was about three.
SC

Jeff Buckley 
Grace
J e f f  B u ck ley ’s ‘G race ’ h a s  
b e en  m y f a v o u ri te  a lb u m  
since the  first tim e I heard  it  
about 5 years ago. I t ’s very 
ra re  th a t I regard  an  album  
so h ig h ly  a f te r  h e a r in g  i t  
o n ly  once b u t  th i s  is  an  
e x tr a o r d in a r y  e x ce p tio n . 
B u c k le y ’s b e a u t i fu l  voice 
lends itself so perfectly to an 
incredibly versatile  range of 
songs which include upbeat 
trac ts , such as my personal 
fa v o u rite , ‘L a s t  G oodbye’, 
so f t  love so n g s , l ik e  
‘H a l le lu ja h ’, a n d  ev en  a 
B e n ja m in  B r i t te n  ca ro l. 
B u ck ley  t r a g ic a l ly  d ied  
before p roperly  com pleting  
his second album  which only 
m ak e s  ‘G ra c e ’ m o re  o f a  
classic  an d  a  m u st have in 
anyone’s CD collection.
FN

Tori Amos 
Little Earthquakes 
W hen I w as 16, m y g u ita r  
teacher handed me scraps of 
‘L it t le  E a r th q u a k e s ’ on a 
tape promising me I’d like it. 
He w as w rong. I ado red  it  
an d  in  my m usic l is te n in g  
h is to ry , I d o n ’t  th in k  I ’ve 
h e a rd  a n y th in g  m ore 
beau tifu l. As w ith  so m any

a lb u m s, we m ea su re  th em  
a g a in s t  how th ey  m ake us 
feel and it was like a  whole 
d iffe ren t g en re . Tori Amos 
h a s  re le a s e d  7 a lb u m s  to  
da te , b u t th is , h e r  d ebu t is 
s ti ll  w idely considered  h e r 
best. Perhaps it’s because it  
consists only of a  songwriter 
an d  h e r  p ia n o , n o t m uch  
more and  certa in ly  no th ing  
less. I t  h au n ts  and sparkles 
w ith simplistic songs w ritten 
out of h er painful and joyful 
ex p erien ces. You w o u ld n ’t  
expect such open sexuality , 
a n g e r or h a p p in e ss  from  a 
m inister’s daughter who has 
been  rap ed  a n d  m isca rried  
th r e e  t im e s  b u t  i t ’s a 
rem arkable audio testam en t 
to  h e r w ill n o t to  rem ain  a 
victim anymore. R ather then  
w allow ing  in  se lf  p ity , th e  
r e s u l t  w as th e s e  s tu n n in g  
songs. Chances are everyone 
will be able to re la te  to one, 
w hat m akes i t  my favourite 
album  is th a t I can relate  to 
them  all.
VB

P A U L  S I M O N  
C N C E U N D

Blur 
Parklife
Although I don’t  listen to this 
nearly as much as I used to, 
when I was about fourteen or 
fifteen th is was constantly on 
my ghetto blaster. I t  defines 
a n  e n t i r e  p e r io d  o f m y 
formative teenage years, bu t 
u n lik e  m uch  o f th e  c rap  I 
was also listening to then  I’m 
not em barrassed to still own 
th is one, and it ’s a  sure-fire 
h it if  you’re having a  party. 
SC

t b m  n n a i

Paul Simon 
Graceiand
E v e r  s in c e  I w a s  in  th e  
w om b, m y p a r e n ts  would" 
p lay  P a u l S im on a t  me on 
long journeys. Now th a t i t  no 
lo n g e r  m a k e s  m e fe e T c a r  
sick, I love it. I bought th e  
CD a f te r  I w ore  m y D ad ’s 
ta p e  ou t. I t  em erg ed  from  
P au l Simonfs tim e sp en t in 
Africa and the  influences are 
evident in  every single song 
from  th e  bongo rh y th m s to 
th e  re g g ae  g u i ta r  an d  th e  
voices of Lady Sm ith  Black 
Mambazo. I t  rem inds me of 
sum m ertim e now (as well as 
th e  A l) w ith its M ardi Gras 
sim ilarities and bizarre lyrics 
i.e. ‘He m akes the  sign of the 
T easp o o n , sh e  m ak e s  th e  
sign of the wave’ for reasons 
best known to Paul himself. 
Hopeful, sentim ental, cheery' 
and  ex trao rd inary , i t  never 
fails to bring  a  sm ile to my 
face.
VB

Underworld
Oubnobasswithmyheadman 
Although I only got into this 
CD a couple of years ago now 
i t  h a s  f irm ly  e s ta b l is h e d  
itself as my favourite album 
o f a ll  tim e . M any  p re fe r  
‘S econd  T o u g h e s t in  th e  
In fa n ts ’ b u t to  m e n o th in g  
com es c lose  to  th e  s h e e r  
b r i l l ia n c e  o f th is  re co rd . 
‘C o w g irl’ is  a n  a b so lu te

classic, as is ‘D irty  Epic’,''N 
an d  ‘R iv e r  of B a s s ’ is  a 
su p e rb  c h il l -o u t  t r a c k . 
W h a t’s m ore  th is  a lb u m  
re m in d s  m e of d r iv in g  
through the sparse landscape 
of Ib iza  a t  3 am , a f te r  ju s t  
a r r iv in g  on th e  is la n d . A 
g rea t mem ory to  m atch the  
album.
AS 

Jawbreaker
24 Hour Revenge Therapy 
J a w b r e a k e r ’s 24 H o u r 
R evenge T h e ra p y  w as life  
changing  for m e. I t  h as  all 
the anguish and despair one 
co u ld  h o p e  fo r in  a  rock  
record. In  my hum ble opinion 
i ts  ly ric a l pow er h a s  been  
unrivalled since its release in 
1994.
AK

The Clash 
London Calling 
London C alling  is a  record  
t h a t  I ’ve re p e a te d ly  gone 
b ack  to  o v e r re c e n t  y e a rs  
p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  o f i t s  
a s to u n d in g  d iv e rs ity ; 
S tru m m e r w as so g re a t  in  
t h a t  h e  co u ld  h a n d le  th e  
trick ies t of political them es 
a n d  a lso  w r i te  d e ep ly  
a ffecting  songs of personal 
d isillusionm ent like ‘Lost in 
the Superm arket’.
AK

Wilco
Yankee Hotel Foxtrot 
Wilco’s Yankee Hotel Foxtrot 
simply has more depth than  
anything released in  the new 
millennium. Song by song it 
relates the  difficulties of the 
t im e s  a n d  p e rso n a  
h e a r ta c h e  - tw o  o f my 
favourites.
AK

Sigur Ros 
Agaetis Byrjun 
A son ic  r e p re s e n ta t io n  of 
beauty, love and life itself. It 
has everything from m aking 
you feel g re a t abou t life to 
b r in g in g  you  to  te a r s  
everytim e through th e  pure 
beauty of the haunting  vocals 
an d  slow  re la x in g  
instrum entals. T heir silence 
says everything.
JP 

Now it's your turn, if you 
disagree with our choices, 
please e-m ail 
courier.news@nd.ac.uk.
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j Buy one large speciality pizza, get a regular pizza FREE, i 

worth up to a whopping £8.65!
j Simply cut out this ad and take it to any of the following Papa John's stores i

Unit 6 Chapel Park Shopping Centre. Chapel Park - 74 High Street 
Gosfortn -

i 866 O ld  Shields Road, Walkergate - 1 9 v  W hitley Bay, Ty n e  & W ear I 
j Unit 4  Valley Parade, Team  Valley -  5  T h e  S pa r Centre, Cramlington j

Offer valid until 30 April 2003. Offer excludes Supreme and Create Your Own.
I • Subject to Availability. I

WIN FREE PIZZA FOR A YEAR
Papa John’s Pizza company have arrived with a 
bang in Newcastle, opening six stores in the last 
two months.

The American Pizza specialists have one over 70 
awards in the USA for product quality and were 
named Pizza Delivery and Takeaway Chain of the 
Year for two years running shortly after arriving in 
UK.

Now one Papa John’s winner will receive one free 
pizza a month for a year. They’ll be able to choose 
from any of the varieties on Papa John’s 
extensive menu, where there’s something for 
every taste, from the exotic Oriental Express to 
the meaty Papa’s Pepperoni Plus.

Simply e-mail your name and address to 
courier.marketing@ncl.ac.uk.
Competition closes Friday 28 February 2003.

Empowerment.*

* Abandonment.

Decision support for graduates

If you want to hear the whole truth about life as a graduate, talk to
Accenture. We're looking for graduates with a 2:1 or above, and a
passion for something outside their studies. You'll also need 24 UCAS
points, although if you've got fewer, and can demonstrate other >
qualities such as relevant work experience, we’re not too hung up 
about i t accenture
Find out more at www.accenture.com/decision-support.

Innovation delivered.

Accenture is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.
• Consulting • Technology • Outsourcing •Alliances

mailto:courier.marketing@ncl.ac.uk
http://www.accenture.com/decision-support
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UN I RUGBY PLAYERS CAT-JOLED
By COURIER SPORTS STAFF

W IT H  N E W C A S T L E  U n iv e r s i t y  
currently lying in fourth place in the 
B U S A  rankings. Th e  Cats, a South  
A f r ic a n  S u p e r  12 R u g b y  U n io n  
T e a m , p a id  t r ib u t e  to  th e  h u g e  
success of our Rugby U nion team s 
th ro u g h  a 'Q u e s tio n  and A n s w e r ' 
session on Thursday 13 February.

With both the Men’s and Ladie’s Rugby 
team finishing runners up in their respective 
Premier Leagues and hoping to bring home 
silverware in the BUSA Championship, the 
recognition from a successful international 
team will no doubt bolster the confidence and 
expectation of both teams.

T he C ats Squad , w hich inclu ded  
springboks, Bobby Skinstad, Jam es Dalton, 
Andr6 Pretorius and Springbok A ssista n t  
Coach Tim Lane, answered questions put to 
them by a selected audience of students from 
Rugby Union Teams.

The se ss io n  com pere and N ew ca stle ’s 
Deputy Director of Sport, Colin Blackburn, 
said: “The Centre and Athletic Union were 
delighted to be asked to host such an event.”

“It is recognition of Newcastle University’s 
sp orting pedigree and o f Rugby U nion in

particular, where the m en’s and ladies 1st 
XVs were losing semi finalists in last year’s 
BUSA competition.”

“It gave our high performing athletes the 
chance to ‘pick the brains’ of professional 
coaches and players to see what it takes to 
play professional rugby union at the top level.” 

“From the team perspective it  is hoped 
th a t th e  se ss io n  w ill g ive  our team s the  
competitive edge in future BUSA matches.” 

The Cats completed their tour with a 26-14 
victory over a Newcastle Falcons XV on Friday 
14 February which included former Newcastle 
University students, Hugh Vyvyan, Tom May 
and Hall Chariton as well as current Elite  
Athletes Squad members Geoff Parling and 
Sandy Mitchell.

The visit of the Cats confirmed Newcastle 
University’s Rugby’s reputation continues to 
grow from strength to strength at present and 
recognition from across the globe was greatly 
appreciated in the week when qualification to 
the BUSA Championship was guaranteed.

With Newcastle Men facing Heriot Watt 
and th e  W om en p la y in g  B irm ingham  at 
Cochrane Park on Wednesday, expectations 
will be high that both teams will play a major 
part in the BUSA campaign, and hopefully the 
comments of The Cats will help them go one 
place better this season.

VALUABLE EXPERIENCE FOR PLAY-OFFS
M e n 's  L acrosse T o u rn am en t

By TOM DANIELL And GUY OLDRING

FR ES H  FR O M  th e ir  v ic to r y  o ve r 
Y o r k , th e  m e n 's  la c ro s s e  te a m  
hoping to continue their w inn in g 
streak travelled up to  Edinburgh.

The tournam ent involving five team s, 
kicked off w ith a rare m istake from the  
Newcastle defence against Stirling letting  
the first blood go to the opposition.

B ut after  som e big h its  from Paddy  
Balfour and Andy Gemmel, an inspirational 
open in g  goal by C aptain  M ark Webb 
stopped the rot and the rampage began.

Some nifty linking between the midfield 
and attack led to Paul opening what was -to 
be a huge goal scoring account.

With some sturdy defending from Dan 
Hutchinson, and thunderbolts from Andy 
Gemmel and Paul, a final score 5-1, proved 
Newcastle were a force to be reckoned with.

The next match was a clash with league 
lead ers and tournam ent favourites the  
Edinburgh Allstars.

The game got off to a fast start with both 
teams unleashing endless attacks but the 
Uni goalie, Big Al, stood strong and the first 
blow was Newcastle’s as Paul’s, now famed, 
over the shoulder shot flew into the top 
comer of the net.

Solid  defending  kept th e  N ew castle  
N ukes in the gam e and at h a lf tim e the  
score was one a piece.

The second half split the men from the 
boys and although N ew castle physically  
overpowered the opponents, Edinburgh  
eventually ended victorious with a 4-1 win.

Playing a very experienced Glasgow side, 
Newcastle struggled to find their form as 
the fatigue set in and the first half ended 
with Newcastle down a goal to nil.

It was down to Captain Mark Webb to

pull his team  back together, and after a 
passionate speech, Newcastle played as if  
they were telepathically connected.

With text book plays and fine linking up 
w ith  Guy Oldring, Paul saw fit to score 
twice ending the game in a fair draw with 
two goals a piece.

The final match was one that Newcastle 
had been w aiting for all day: arch rivals 
Durham!

As soon as the whistle went it was clear 
there was no love to be lost between these 
two team s as N ew castle stood solid a n i  
Durham’s dirty play saw tripping, pushing 
and slashing.

This however, only proved to Newcastle 
that they had the sk ill and finesse  that 
would eventually win them the match.

More outstand ing  saves from Big A’ 
Craddock and commanding leadership fror 
Coach Webb in  m id fie ld , conso lidated  
Newcastle’s dominance in the first half.

With powerful runs and mind boggling 
goosesteps, Paddy Balfour rounded the Tof? 
goal to place a fantastic shot over the head 
of their keeper to end the half 1-0 up.

The second half was similar to the first 
with big h its and slashes flying in every 
direction, but unlike in usual games it was 
the awesome Newcastle defence that made 
the difference in this epic.

A cohesive team  effort involving Jim  
Allen, Will Lucas and Scouse annihilated  
the opposition, and this constant counter 
offensive soon deteriorated and demoralised 
the Durham side.

F in a lly , P aul rubbed sa lt  in to  their  
beaten down wounds as he saw fit to rap 
another blinder to end the game 2-0.

Unfortunately, Newcastle missed out on 
the final due to goal difference, but with 2 
w in s, a draw and on ly  one d efea t to 
Edinburgh, the Newcastle Men’s Lacrosse 
team once shunned for their inexperience 
seem set to turn a few heads at the playoffs 
next month.

busa k n o c k -o u t  com petitions UNI ATTRACTS GOLF STARS
Congratulations to the team s successful eno ugh to contend fo r silverw are  this season 

MEN’S BADMINTON MEN’S RUGBY UNION By DANIEL BRENNAN

In the BUSA Shield v. De Montford @ home. 
The Seconds play UMIST away in the Vase.

WOMEN’S BADMINTON

The Firsts reached the Shield and will play 
Aston @home on Wednesday

MEN’S FENCING

N ew ca stle  p lay aw ay to S t A ndrew s on 
Wednesday in the BUSA Championship.

WOMEN’S FENCING

T he wom en play B ye @ K ings W alk on 
Wednesday in the Shield.

MEN’S FOOTBALL

The seconds reached the Vase but a postponed 
m atch against Glasgow Caledonian m eans 
they will have to play, them before Wednesday 
to see if  they reach the Quarter-Finals.

MEN’S HOCKEY

T he S econds p lay  D urham  F ourths @ 
Longbenton on Wednesday in the Vase.

WOMEN’S HOCKEY

Newcastle play away against St Mary’s in the 
Championship on Wednesday.

LACROSSE

Newcastle play away against Loughborough in 
the BUSA Championship.

NETBALL

The lad ies take on W orcester away in  the 
BUSA Shield on Wednesday.

^The men’s Firsts play Heriot Watt @ Cochrane 
Park in the BUSA Championship 
The seconds have Nottingham  @ Cochrane 
Park in the Trophy

WOMEN’S RUGBY

The wom en w ill  take on B irm inham  th is  
W ednesday @ Cochrane Park-in the BUSA  
Championship

WOMEN’S SQUASH

The team take on Manchester on home ground 
in the Championship.

TABLE TENNIS

The men travel to Birmingham for their first 
BUSA Championship match on Wednesday.

MEN’S TENNIS

After a 5-1 win away against Leicester last 
Wednesday, the team progress to the Quarter- 
F in a ls  o f th e  S h ie ld , p la y in g  e ith er  
Manchester or Bye @ home.

WOMEN’S TENNIS

The Women p lay  E dinburgh aw ay on 
Wednesday in the BUSA Championship.

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL

N ew castle  U n ive rs ity  is curre n tly 
basking in the reflective g lo ry  of 
th e ir  g o lf  te a m , f o llo w in g  th e ir  
t r iu m p h  in  th e  B U S A  N o rth e rn  
Prem ier League.

The team, which comfortably overcame 
opposition from Loughbrough to win the 
regional league, now progress through to the 
N a tio n a l C h am pionsh ip , and w ith  a 
particularly strong squad this season, they 
look in good form to progress to the later  
rounds of the tournament.

Alongside the outstanding dedication of 
the squad, much of the success of the team 
has been due to the efforts made by the 
Centre for Physical Recreation and Sport 
(CRPS) in conjunction with golfs governing 
body, the Royal and A ncient G olf Club 
(R&A), in  develop in g  g o lf  w ith in  the  
University.

As a m em ber o f th e  R&A bursary  
scheme, the University receives funding for 
all the members of the team which is used to 
provide professional coaching and cover 
other expenses.

A great tr ib u te  to th e  su ccess of 
Newcastle University sports has seen two 
international calibre golf players joining our 
estab lishm ent, over and above the more 
lucrative American sports scholarships.

The two new m em bers, Nuno Brito e ’ 
Cunha and Faye Sanderson, have been  
awarded elite individual bursaries to help 
with their golf development, being among 
only 14 such awards made by the R&A.

Nuno, who won the Portuguese Amateur 
at the age of 15, became the first overseas 
p layer to be aw arded such  a B ursary , 
receiving £3,000, whilst Faye, who played for 
E nglan d  G irls la s t  year, w as awarded  
£2,500.

Both students chose Newcastle because it 
perfectly  com bined both th e ir  academ ic 
needs and sporting ambitions.

Faye shunned the opportunity of a golf 
scholarship in the USA in order to study for 
a “m ean in gfu l q u a lifica tio n ” in case  
circum stance or injury prevent her from 
fu lfilling her am bition, and potential, of'*’ 
becoming a touring professional golfer.

N uno, who rep resen ted  h is  n ativ e  
P ortu gal in  th e  World A m ateur Team  
Championship just before Christmas and is 
w id ely  regarded as a p layer w ith  real 
potential, also has dreams of being a touring 
professional.

He too decided it w as w ise  to have  
qualifications to fall back on, realising the 
hugely competitive nature of sports at the 
highest level.

Both Nuno and Faye will now have to put 
their studies on the back burner to join the 
rest of the team for what promises to be a 
successful Championship campaign over the 
next few weeks.

Newcastle meet Edinburgh (? 
round of the Championship.

home in the first

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

The ladies will take on Crewe & Al sager this 
Wednesday @ home in the BUSA Shield.
Ciara McNamara was selected for the British 
Universities Squad rather than Naomi Allum.

MALE IMPOTENCE 
PREMATURE EJACULATION 

REDUCED SEX DRIVE

Try therapy in your own home. Total confidentiality,
FIRST CONSULTATION FREE 

Reduced fees for students - Pay what you can afford. Answerphone 01207 561 466
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BLUES BASKET 
VICTORY TWICE

Dodgy scoreboard forces Newcastle to play extra time to reach Quarter-Finals

M e n 's  B asketba ll

Newcastle
Hull

96
94

By NAOMI ALLUM

T H E  B LU E S  set out to  conquer 
one of th e ir m ost ch a lle n g in g  
o p p o s itio n s  of th e  season as 
th e y  faced an undefeated and 
unquantified Hull side, in their 
f ir s t  k n o c k -o u t  ro u n d  o f th e  
B U S A  Shield.

In an  astonishing game, plagued by a 
scoring error the Blues were forced to win 
Hie m atch twice over in a  period of extra 
tim e in  order to qualify for the final 8 of 
the competition.

Although they proved out right twice 
to  be th e  deserved w inners, th e  B lues 
w ere co n tin u a lly  on th e  back foot and  
were forced to show their will to win in  a 
momentous come back.

In  a  hotly contested first quarte r the 
B lu es  m a in ta in e d  co m p o su re  a n d  
m atch ed  H u ll n e a r  p o in t for p o in t to  
finish w ith a  closing score line of 13-12,

H u ll n a r ro w ly  c a r ry in g  a  one goal 
advantage.

A loss of concentration from the Blues 
saw th e  H ull side gradually  edge away 
from Newcastle in the second quarter as 
th e ir  charism atic  breaks and periods of 
a ttack ing  play proved too m uch for the  
Blues defence.

At th e  end of th e  m atch Coach Phil 
Percival said: “We were forced to ensure 
th a t every player on the  court became a 
ro le  p la y e r , o ften  a b a n d o n in g  th e i r  
offence work and helping to break down 
their attacking play.”

However a t  th e  closing po in t of the  
second q u a rte r  N ewcastle were still on 
the back foot, w ith Hull streaking away 
w ith a  41-29 point advantage.

The B lues w ere unable to challenge 
H ull’s 12 po in t advan tage  in  th e  th ird  
q u a rte r  and  desp ite  d em o nstra tions of 
im p re ss iv e  te a m  w ork  a n d  o ffensive  
inspiration Newcastle were still 13 points 
down a t the s ta rt of the fourth and final 
quarter.

A n ew ly  g a in e d  se n se  o f u rg e n cy  
gripped Newcastle and a fte r a string  of 
unansw ered points the  home side forced 
th e i r  w ay  b a ck  in to  th e  m a tc h , 
c o n tin u a lly  c lo s in g  dow n H u ll’s 
advantage.

Encouraged by a  forever supportive

LADS LEAVE 
LEICESTER LACKING

R ugby  League

Leicester
Newcastle

16
22

By PHIL SKILLEN

crowd and lead on by the  cheers of the 
Blue Angels, Newcastle took the lead for 
th e  f ir s t  tim e  in  th e  m atch  w ith  only 
three m inutes left to play.

A fte r  th e  few n a il  b i t in g  c lo s in g  
m inutes the  electronic scoreboard read a 
draw  a t 82-82, to the  am azem ent of the 
crow d a n d  th e  hom e side , a s  seconds 
e a r l ie r  a th re e  p o in te r  h ad  only been  
given the credit on a two.

A lthough  N ew castle  h ad  rig h tfu lly  
won the m atch the decision was taken by 
both umpires and coaches to play a  period 
of extra time, leaving it up to Newcastle 
to once again secure a victory.

And th a t is exactly w hat they did.
Percival added: “We stayed true  to our 

undefeated home record.”
“The decision was the only fair one to 

take bu t it  ju s t m eant we proved twice we 
deserved to win.”
W e d n e sd a y  F ix tu r e :  W arw ick  @ 
C larem ont Sports H all in  th e  Q uarter- 
Finals

N E W C A S T L E  A L M O S T  e n s u re d  N a tio n  league 
s u r v iv a l w it h  a h a rd  f o u g h t  w in  o v e r  r iv a ls  
Leicester last S unda y afternoon in  the M idlands.

Newcastle s ta rted  brightly  enough b u t soon found 
them selves on th e  w rong end of a  quick tap  penalty  
seeing Leicester take a  4-0 lead w ith an  unconverted try.

B ut Newcastle h it back alm ost im m ediately w ith  a 
Hamilton penalty reducing the defecit to two points.

B ut the Blues found the  going difficult against a  well 
orgainsed and committed Leicester defence and found 
themselves 10-2 behind after another home try.

However as a  testam ent to the progress made by the 
team  th e  try  seem ed to  sp u r them  in to  life and  they 
upped th e  level by a  good two gears.

Good work from the  pack left the  Uni in  good field 
position and alm ost righ t on cue 5/8 Rob Spurr produced 
a  moment of pure and undiluted skill.

He pulled a  wonderful dummy out of the  bag, which 
took th e  en tire  Leicester team  in, an d  then sauntered  
over the line w ithout one hand laid on him-Superb!

The second ha lf was a  see-saw affair w ith both team s 
oying periods of dominance.
Newcastle soon drew level when the ever impressive 

[purr cooly slotted over a  penalty, which were coming in 
creasing  num bers as  th e  Leicester team  seem ed to 

favour a  tackling style th a t m ainly targeted the  h e ad
Newcastle took the  lead when a  kick from H alf back 

■ R ^ H B re ils a w  hard  working Second row Neil Bellerby 
pounce making the  score 16-10 after Spurr’s conversion

Then d isaste r struck; an  interception by th e  home 
winger saw an  80 m etre sprin t for a  converted try  16-16.

This m ade for a  tense finale but, again, good work by 
th e  pack left th e  stage  se t for flam boyant prop Rich 
Jones to sell an  outrageous dummy and hand-off to the 
Leicester cover and gallop over from 15 m etres to send 
the Blues into raptures, ju s t before the  final whistle.

Stand-in C aptain Spurr said: “This ju s t  shows how 
far we’ve come since September, it  was tough be we were 
tougher!”
W ednesday  F ix tu re : TASC away.
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