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AN EX-NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY student
was tragically killed on a busy dual carri
way near his home in Jesmond last Saturday
evening when he was hit by a taxi.

At 4.16am on Sunday, February 3, pulue
were informed that a vehicle had been in col-
lision with a pedestrian on the Great North

The best snaps from
the week

Road.

A 20-year-old male was found at the scene
having been struck by a VW Passat taxi, taken
to Newcastle General Hospital with multiple
injuries in critical condition and died of his in-
uries at 11lam on Sunday mommg despite the

est efforts of doctors at the hospital.

The man was identified as Richard Dominic
O’Neill, who until 2007 was a Mechanical En-
gineering student at Newcastle University.
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CONT. FROM FRONT PAGI
Richard O’Neill was from the Wirral in
Merseyside and had studied at Newcastle
for two years before he left and had been
working various temporary jobs while
living with friends in Jesmond since he
left his academic studies.

Richard’s friends have paid tribute to
how he lived life to the full and how much
he enjoyed his social life and this sad tale
reminds us to make the most of every mo-
ment and be happy.in your life, as Rich-
ard was.

One of his many friends, a third-year
English student commented that: “He
was such a nice guy and had a great per-
sonality. He always made everyone feel
comfortable and welcome and was amaz-
ing to be around.

“He was very young hearted and lived
how he wanted to live - he didn’t believe
in regrets. He was passionate about music
and football, and supported Manchester
United.

“He loved spending time with his mates
and they always meant so much to him,
and he to them. We're all in so much
shock.

“Richie’s antics will never be forgotten
and he will be sorely missed by many.”

This incident raises the issue of safety
and how cautious students need to be
when walking home - particularly at

ru_ﬁ_kl\t.
e accident happened just a few min-
utes walk away from the Robinson Li-
bra?ll on a route many students will take
on their way home from University.

Union Society President, Jamie McDon-
nell, commented that: “On behalf of eve-
rybody in the University community we
extend our deepest condolences to his
family and friends and this difficult time.
Although Richard wasn’t a current stu-
dent at the University, we all feel the loss
of someone who was once a part of our
community.”

Richard’s friends and family have re-
3uested that, rather than donating flowers,

onations should be made to the chari
Christ the King Handicapped Children’s

Croun which carec for coversly dicahlad
Cpibha) Ao lelel (it B iy oo hiace ot e) o)
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RICHARD O’NEILL...Sorely missed (picture kindly provided by Richard’s

friends)

children who could not be helped by oth-
er charities.

Richard regularly volunteered for the
chari?l by taking the children away to
Lourdes and the organisation have since
praised Richard’s work for them, com-
menting on the great impact that he made
on those around him and how privileged
and proud they were to know him.

If you would like to donate to Christ the
King Handicapped Children’s Group for
Richard’s cause please visit their website
at www.hcg.org.uk or post a cheque paid
payable to “CTK Handicapped Children’s
Group’ to Christ the King HCG Treasurer,
Unit 8 Claremount Courtyard, Old Clat-
terbridge Road, Wirral, CH63 4]B.

Crossing the line

Council takes drastic traffic action

ble yellow lines on the road.

Ben Woodward

A SECOND-YEAR Jesmond resident

was shocked when she returned from

holiday to discover that not only

had her car had double yellow lines

t%a:linted under it, but she was to be
ed for being parked on them.

This particular incident could be
seen as a continuation of the escalat-
ing tension in some areas of Jesmond
between students and = long-time
residents. Many feel that some of the
council’s plans - such as discourag-
ing the provision of student housing
in Jesmond and making parking more
difficult for short-term residents - are
implicitly anti-student.

arina King, a second year English
Literature student at Newcastle Uni-
versity, took a four-day break begin-
ning on Sunday 27th February. As
usual, she left her car parked outside
her house on Osborne Road. When she
arrived home on the 30th, she found
that her car had been interfered with
and that there was a fresh set of dou-

“It was: in a different position to
where I'd left it. Only I had a set of
keys, so it had clearly somehow been
moved so that whoever it was could
put the lines under it. I thought park-
ing outside your own house in a resi-
dential area wouldn’t be a problem.
When I saw the fine, I couldn’t believe
it.”

Marina was particularly am0{led by
the lack of courtesy extended to her be-
fore and after the ﬁnes were painted;

“If they’d actually wante
me about what was going on, my
housemates were all home. But no one
spoke to them about it. The council
were also extremely unhelpful when
I phoned them. Thankfully the po-
lice were great. They seemed equally
outraged by what had happened and
got me in fouch with the head traffic
warden straight away. If I'can provide
proof that I was away when the lines
were put there, I'm hoping I won't
have to pay the fine.”

At the time of going to print, the situ-
ation is ongoing and unresolved.

to warn

ABSURD...The lines painted under
Marina’s car while she was on holiday
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Sarah Scott

A CAMPAIGN to introduce HMO
licensing to all shared housing in
Newcastle has been raised by local
Labour Councillor Henri Murison.

This would benefit students living
in smaller Houses of Multiple Occu-
pation in areas like Jesmond, Heaton
and Fenham and protect them from
landlords whose housing does not
meet relevant standards on fire safety
and other amenitly:[re lations.

At the moment HMO licensing cov-
ers houses which comprise of three
stories or more and house five or
more persons who form two or more
households as stated in the Housing
Act of 2004.

This means that people living in
HMO'’s with less than five persons
are not covered by HMO licensing.

Slare Tik

Councillor Henri Murison is cam-

aigning to extend HMO licensing so
{:)hatgn eogple living in smaller HNFO s
would also benefit from the same
level of protection. He told 77%¢ Cou-
rzer, “People living in Heaton in my
ward deserve better protection from
irresponsible landlords.

“The sad truth is the law is not be-
ing used to protect those living in
Tyneside Flats for example, with the
mandatory basic fire safety, bath-
room and other amenity regulations
provided for by the Housing Act 2004
not being applied.”

In response The Courier spoke with
Counciﬁor Ron Armstrong of the
Liberal Democrats, who have been
in control of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne
City Council since 2004.

e informed The Courier that the
Council was looking into eventuallff
introducing HMO %icensin for all
shared housing in Newcastle. How-

ever, before anything can be final-
ised the council must try a voluntary
scheme through which landlords of
smaller HMO’s have the option of
compiling with the licensing laws
implemented on the larger HMO's.
Councillor Ron Armstrong told The
Courier that, “The City Council has
no power to pass this itself. We think
it would be a good idea but we need
to provide evidence for the Govern-
ment, through the voluntary scheme,
to show them that licensing for all
HMO's needs to be made mandato-
ry. For example if too few landlords
signed up to the voluntary scheme it
would be prove that licensing for all
HMO's should be introduced.”
Students living in HMO housing in
Jesmond shoul§ also be aware that
from September 2008, the availabil-
ity of car parking in this residential
area will be further restricted. Whilst
speaking with The Courier Councillor

lay 11th February 2
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Ron Armstrong said that by Septem-
ber of this year most of Jesmond will
be resident parking only.

This is due to the lack of space in the
area to accommodate the amount of
cars at the moment.

This will be enforced through the
placing of more double yellow lines
and restricting CParkinF permits to
two per house. Councillor Ron Arm-
strong said, “This will mean that a
large number of students will not be
able to park their cars in the area.

“However, this policy will apply to
all houses; it is not just singling out
students. Families and other non stu-
dents living in the area will only be
authorised two parking permits per
house as well. It is treating students
in exactly the same way.”

The Council also hopes these new
policies will stop commuters who

ark around the residential area near

est Jesmond Metro Station to com-
mute into the City Centre.

Parking permits cost £20 for the first
permit and £40 for a second. Students
are advised to consider these permits
when thinking about brin%ing their
car to University in September.

TO LET...or not to let? Is there
a future for student housing in
Jesmond?

Fran Infante
News Editor

FELCH SOC has caused massive controver-
sy by becoming the first society in over ten
years to be de-ratified from Union following
allegations that the sexual innuendo evident
in their provocative name was indicative of a
much greater and more perverse realitK.

Founded in Autumn of 2006 by Maths stu-
dent Shane Benton, the Felch society was
aﬁ)proved by the Union on the ground that
they would be a social group that promoted
sexual health and guidance. Despite the obvi-
ous paradox of their name, society members
maintain that this truly is their aim, stating
on their Facebook group that “Felch actively
promotes. sexual health and awareness, so
remember boys and girls, the commonly per-
ceived meaning of fe?hing IS NOT CO ‘§]D—
ERED SAFE SEX.”

However the design of the society’s new
hoodies which featured silhouette drawings of
a man and woman with a straw leading from
his mouth to her bum, sparked complaints
about the society’s activities and the appropri-
ateness of their being linked to the Union So-
ciety. Further investigations were made into
the activities of the society and revealed five
main issues which collectively led to the forci-
ble removal of their status as a Union society
last week.

These issues were summarised as a) the un-
necessarily explicit design of the hoodies, b)
the involvement of non society members (in-
cluding non-students) in society activities
which is against Union rules, c) the alleged
gractice of initiations, which is also restricted

y Union Society rules, and finally the alleged
failure to promote safe sex which was the pre-
text under which the society got ratified in the
first place.

Further issues were taken with the explicit
material found on their Facebook group
which featured links to pornographic sites,
definitions of the act of felching and a graphic
‘Felch rap’ which jokes “stick a straw in have
a good suck its much better than your average
£+, All of these factors severely detract from
any well intended argument from the society

that the name is nothing more than a racy joke
and has little to. do wiﬁ'\ the substance of the
oup.

Thel;e allegations led to consensus at the
Society Executive Committee on 28th Janu-
ary that the Felch Society should no longer
be allowed to be part of the Union, a decision
which was later confirmed by the decisive re-
jection of the society’s appealytwo days later at

nion Council. Members of Felch Soc, fronted
by treasurer Jan Dodds, argued vehemently
against each one of the allegations, represent-
ed by Activities Officer Scott Adam on behalf
of Societies Executive Committee, and contin-
ue to claim that the result was, to quote Felch
president, Toli Benson, “very close”. It was
not. The result from the Council was a very
categorical 19 ‘no” votes against their appeal
with 16 abstentions of vote. The society failed
to gain a single “yes’ vote.

e society defends their hoodies arguing
that, as Ian Dodds told The Courier, “They
weren’'t meant to be insulting - just funny, a
sort of tongue in cheek 'oke"%—lowever he did
recognise that to wear them in front of Univer-
sity staff and around the city as an advertise-
ment for the Union Society would have been
“unsuitable’ and maintains that as soon as they
found out there was a problem they halted the
hoodies distribution and would have been
willing to change them if given a chance.

However, all clubs and societies’ commit-
tees have trust installed upon them to run in
accordance to their Constitution, something
which it is argued Felch failed to do.

The Felch Committee responded that they
would have made all the necessary changes
had they been given the chance to and are vic-
tims of a “one strike and you're out system.”

One of the most important issues is that of
the promotion of unhealthy sexual activity,
despite this contradicting their grounds for
ratification.

Events Organiser, Andrew Berrie, contests
this as he told The Courier about the pub
crawls they had organised at which free con-
doms were handed out. Furthermore he high-
lighted the fact that the society “held a Felch

ednesday event to coincide with S H.A.G.
week’s ‘Pee in a Pot’ event at which we they
were the single most represented society and
therefore clearly aware and proactive abut
sexual health”. However this element is some-

what overshadowed by the allega-
tions of sexual challenge initiations
and of course the ever contentious
name, Felch.

Following the termination of their
status as a society Benton issued an
angry statement on the society’s Facebook
group slating the Union as an institution that
1s “in major debt, can’t fill its doors anymore
on a Friday night and has ridiculously priced
food and drink” and referring to the Union
Council as a group of “a few small minded ar-
seholes who are socially inadequate do good-
ers that don’t even know what fun is”.

It is interesting therefore that despite these
comments around 10 of the 57 registered Felch
Soc members are rumoured to be running in
the elections to be Union Officers next year;
a further indication of the confusion and con-
tradiction that has wracked this society from
the outset. Union officials state that there are
no issues with the individuals involved and
that they appreciate the hard work that man
of them dedicate to the Union as part of RAé
and Freshers” Week teams but that this does
not exempt the society from following Union
Society regulations.

In losing their status as a Union society the
former Felch Soc lose their right to apply for
funding from the £35,000 budget allocated to
Union societies as well as the use of the Union
banking service and use of the Union website.
Furthermore they are no longer allowed- to
feature the Union Society logo on any of their
hoodies or Facebook groups and cannot hold
stalls at the Freshers or Refreshers fairs. When
asked about the future of the Felchers, presi-
dent, Toli Benson, responded adamantly: “We
began without the Union and we can carry
on without it. We don’t need the Union.” Yet,
when asked the same question, founder Shane
Benton concluded, “I think that the publicity
that the whole de-ratification will give to the
society may increase the members but it will
probably die out over the next 12 months.”

Amidst allegations from the socif]?"s mem-
bers that the issue was handled unfairly and
without due notice or support, Scott Adam
has insisted that there is stiﬁ the possibility for
the Committee to re-launch their appeal at a
later date, if they believe they have genuine

cause to do so. Whether that is the case or not

remains to be seen.

FACEBOOK FROLICS...The
controversial Facebook Felch Soc

HARMLESS FUN?...The design for the
society’s hoodies that featured this im-
age as well as the Union Society logo

>> CAREERS WORKSHOP: CAREERS FOR A CAUSE, MONDAY 11TH FEBRUARY (TODAY) , 12-2PM IN THE KING’S ROAD CENTRE



mailto:coiirier.news@ncLac.uk

What could be better than heading out on the
Road Trip’. Whether you're cruising Las Ve
Limousine, mixing margaritas

up by a blazin’ campfire in the C
guarantees y
through the

onab
1 the freedom of tI

nd goul of North Ameri

‘Great American

anadian rockie

pen road, as you journey

Everything for the ultimate 10 days stateside
Super Stretch » Return flights to and from LA

Your very vdventure mobile
amnn & 1

‘Ir'lfj \]” )
Hot hotel dig

(0}

Super-Stretch limo

All camping ¢

sear for nights spent under the s
Hearty grub while on the road

* Entrance to Grand Canyon, Y

You’'re in for one hell of a ride!

osemite and Zion 1

Francisco and Las Vegas

itional Park’s



http://www.trekamerica

EMILY HOPCROFT talks to Andy Scott-Lee about
fame, friends and Craig David...

Emily Hopcroft

Emily: Hey Andy! It's been a while
since we last heard anything from
you-what have you been up to since
we saw you on MTV’s “Totally Scott-
Lee”?

Andy: I've actually been very busy
spending most of the time

in the studio

working

on an

al-

bum which should be coming out later
in the year and obviously the single
which is coming out on February 11th
so just working hard in the studio re-
ally.

E: I saw that you had dedicated your
new single to your wife Michelle; does
that mean that you are writing a lot of
your new material?

A. Yeah, I mean I have written quite a
bit of it but at the same time I have had
quite a few songs which have come for-
ward which I really like. If I find a song
that I like, I am always up for recording
it. I've also got quite a few good songs
off a guy called Robbie Craig, who did
a single called “Woman Trouble” with
Craig David and he’s a really talented
Euy so I was honoured to work with
im.

E: Your new single, “Unforgettable” is

quite ballad based, what kind of style

would you say your new material
is?

A: The first single is obviously
quite ballad based and hope-
fully that will do well as Valen-
tine’s Day is round the corner.
The two main influences for
the album are probably Ste-
vie Wonder and Michael
Jackson. The album is defi-
nitely not all ballads and
there are a number of
tracks which are upbeat
and mid tempo. There

is definitely somethin

on there for everyone!

E: Have you got a
release date for the
album yet?

A: The album is
aimed at being
released towards

the end of March
but I think it will
probably et
put back a bit
purelfl as there
is still quite a
lot of work to
be done on it.

E: And have
you got any

tours in the

ipeline? Or

oes that de-
pend on how
successful the
single and al-
bum are?

A: Well I'm doing
a school tour for the
single so that means
I'll be up and down
the UK doing pri-
mary and high
schools  which

is great ‘cause

they are so

much fun.
Hopefully

later on

in the

year, I'll
be able
to do

£

more. I mean I'm always gigging up
and down the country keeping busy.

E: It seems ages ago since you were in
the band 3SL with your brothers. Do
you ever miss being in a band?

A. Yeah it does seem that way. Obvi-
ously I still see them but they have
their own careers now. Actually it was
quite funny as just the other day we got
asked to reform.

E: All of your family seem to be very
musical - were either of your parents
in the performance industry at all?

A. My Mum actually couldn’t sing at all
and neither could my Dad! AltEough
he could play the drums and he used
tobein a %and called “The Box” many
years ago. I suppose its always been in
the blood really.

E: Oh really? I supFose with the Spice
Girls reforming a lot of bands are go-
ing to be asked.

A. Ha, yeah it would be good, but I
don’t think it will ever happen person-
ally but I do miss being around them
and just the whole band feeling. We
had a lot of fun together.

E: I saw that you and Michelle both
took part in a pantomime in Sunder-
land over Christmas. Have you ever
thought about releasing a duet togeth-
er?

A: I don’t think we ever have really as
people have asked us in the past and
we have always been like, “No way!”
but you never know. Just the other
week Michelle brought it up but who
knows, maybe one day.

E: You've been on a number of real-
ity TV shows such as "PO{) Idol” and
“Totally Scott-Lee” - would you ever
consider some of the newer ones such
as “Strictly Come Dancing” and “I'm
A Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here!”?

A: I'd actually love to do either of
them! Although the thing about “I'm
a Celebr%’ is that it would probably
be good TV but I can’t stand bugs! I've
always had a bad phobia of them and I
live near the river so that doesn’t really
help as there are always spiders every-
where. [ would love to do either though
as they are both great opportunities.

E: What was Simon Cowell really like
on Pop Idol then?

A: Yeah, he was actually the nicest
judge out of all four of them. I mean
most people think, “Oh, Simon’s the
hardest to impress” and he is in a way,
but for some reason with me he was
brilliant and very honest, as always.

E: So I read that apparently there is
a record trying to be broken with the
pre-orders of the single.

A: Yeah I heard that but I mean, I've
never actually said that personally my-
self and obviously my main priority is
to get in the charts and if it does break a
record then that’s amazing!

E: Well Good Luck with the single and
hopefully it will be a chart success.

A:Thank you. Take care and thanks for
your support.

>> DON’'T FORGET TO FILL IN THE NATIONAL STUDENT SURVEY AT WWW.TESTiIDENTSURVEY.COM (FINAL YEAR STUDENTS)
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By Paul Brannon

“Thanks for the question, you little
jerk.”

)-Re ublican candidate John
McCain after being asked by a high
school student if he was too old to
be president. For good measure,
McCain then threatened to draft
him into the military...

“I would have to investigate more
of Bill's dancing abilities, you
know, and some of this other stuff
before I accurately judge whether
he was in fact a brother.”

-Barack Obama on whether Bill
Clinton was “the first black
president.”

Jumpers for icy chickens

A group of former battery farm
chicgns who had their feathers
pecked out have been given woolly
jumpers to keep warm.

Brigitte Hawley, from Benenden,
in Kent, gave the four bald birds a
new home last November after re-
ceiving them from the Battery Hen
Welfare Trust.

She designed the knitwear to
protect them during the winter as
they adapted to life away from the
chicken sheds. Ms Hawley said her
invention, which she calls a “chux
tux”, had been adapted from a
gobble hat, and came inhlditiiferent

esigns depending on which parts
of thge-!nls)irdpwere ilgl need of in§u1a~
tion.

Her bespoke design was the win-
ning entry in a national knitting
competition.

Since their release from captiv-
i?l', her four battery hens are now
showing signs of recovery, thanks
to the designer knitwear.

Don'’t drop the soap...

The son of a U.S Governor is mar-
keting a prison video game called
“Don’t drop the soap”.

The son of Gov. Kathleen Sebel-
ius, is selling the game he created as
Fart of a class project at the Rhode

sland School of Design, which in-
cludes missions such as starting
and Participating in a prison riot,
stealing painkillers from medical
staff and organising prison-breaks.

John Sebelius, 23, has the back-
ing of his mother and father, U.S.

MaFistrate Judge Gary Sebelius,
and reportedly sought legal advice
to ensure his game was going to be
legitimate in content.

e is selling the game on his In-
ternet site for $34.99 (about £17.00)
plus packaging, shipping and han-
dling.

Some kind of manikin love

A teenager has been charged with
indecent exposure after he was
caught trying to have sex with a
female mannequin on display at an
arts centre.
Guards said they had noticed sev-
eral times before that the dummy’s
clothes had been removed at the
centre in Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
US. If convicted, the man may be
registered as a sex offender
Security guards found the man
who cannot be named for legal rea-
sons, sprawled with the dummy
on the floor with his trousers and
pants down, imitating the sexual
act; however, sources report that
the mannequin didn’t seem that
keen...

I picked a major I liked and one
day I'll be living...in jail.

In Medford, Oregon, a 27-year-old
jobless man with an MBA blamed

is college degree for his murder of
three people. “There are too man
business grads out there,” he said.
“If I had chosen another field, all
this may not have happened.”

Slippery criminal

An Indian man allegedly hurled

a slipper at a court judge who
romptly threw a paperweight
ack in reply.

Nazir Mohammad was in court in
Baroda on charges of housebreak-
ing and theft when he jumped out
of the witness box and rushed to-
wards the judge.

The robber, reportedly irritated
with the slow pace of the case, took
off his slipper and threw it at Chi-
judicial magistrate C D Vaghela.

Judge aghela immediately
picked up a paperweight from hi
desk and threw it back at the ac-
cused.

Members of the Baroda Bar As-
sociation went on strike after the
incident to protest at the lack of
security for judges, lawyers and
witnesses.

Celebrating 60 years of The Courier

16th October 1985: Gun

gqunsfl,&;‘mwm Shock in Lecture Theatre
AcTTE UNIVERSITY e

HEATRE

SHOCK =2

To celebrate the 60th anniversary

of The Courier’s existence this
term we will be running this col-
umn looking at the best stories
from the past.

This is a front page story which
would be virtually unthink-
able today - and probably in
1985 when it happened, too. A
packed lecture theatre had to

duck for cover as a fresher fired

at his lecturer. No-one was
harmed in the incident but the
attacker also left behind a poem
which revealed that he had not
settled into university life after
not being able to live at his first
choice halls, Leazes Terrace.
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Can we trust our politicians at all?

Michael Watt

n today’s media driven, twenty-
I four hour news society, the whiff

of scandal is never too far away
from Westminster, those famous few
square miles within which our gov-
ernment goes about its business.

However, in recent weeks this whiff
has become a very bad smell - many
Members of Parliament on both the
Labour and Tory benches have been
accused of various, misdeeds and
abuses of power, some of them very
serious indeed.

Although such allegations are regu-
larly slung like mud during the hurly-
burly of Earliamentary politics, only
to be washed off soon after, these par-
ticular charges have a good chance of
sticking where it matters most, in the
minds of the general 1public, because
they reveal a seemingly endemic lack
of basic integrity on both sides of the
House.

The most publicised of these scandals
is the case of Derek Conway, a Con-
servative MP who has been accused
of using taxpayers money to pay his
son Freddie a £50 000 per year salalc?f
for doing research for him while Fred-
die was a full time student at our very
own Newcastle University.

No foul play there I hear you say. Ex-
cept that no evidence of any ‘research’
undertaken by Freddie has been
found, leading to the likely conclu-
sion that Mr Conway had dip}lloed into
{mblic funds to help finance his son’s
ifestyle at university. If only higher
education funding was as easy for the
rest of us...

This stench of financial scandal will
not leave Westminster easily because
this cannot be shrugged off by our leg-
islators an isolated incident involving
one party. Several other MPs are be-
ing investigated for allegedly employ-

ing their family members in an unsuit-
able manner.

The “cash for peerages” investiga-
tion which dogged the later years of
the Blair government has returned to
haunt the Labour Party in a new form,
as several MPs, including Cabinet
ministers such as Wend lexander,
Alan Johnson, Harriet Harman and
Peter Hain, have been confronted with
allegations of receiving inappropriate
donations from various sources. Mr

Hain has already resigned over the
“ Politicians hold
the most distrusted
profession in the coun-
try, lower than dodgy
mechanics and builders,
ambulance chasing
lawyers and, yes, even

us journalists. ,,

matter. In 1997, Tony Blair promised a
fresh break from the sleaze politics of
the previous Tory government, saying
that his party would be “whiter than
white” while in office.

However, eleven years of spin, mis-
truths and deception over domestic
and foreign policy issues, and now
these recent financial misdemeanours
in the Brown era, have shown this to
be empty rhetoric. Can we really trust
our politicians anymore?

A post-hangover chat over coffee
with a few of my friends revealed that
all four of them answered “no” to this
question without a moment’s pause.
In a more rigorously scientific poll
conducted by Transparency Inter-
national, British citizens were asked
to rate their politicians and political
parties from 1 (Mother Theresa-esque

levels of saintliness and honesty) to 5
(alevel of kleptomania and corruption
normally associated with scum like
Robert Mugabe).

They responded with an average of
3.5, and although this is a better score
than those achieved by European or °
American politicians, our parliamen-
tarians shouldn’t celebrate just yet.
This score leaves them as the most
distrusted profession in the country,
lower than dodgy mechanics and
builders, ambulance chasing lawyers
and, yes, even us journalists.

I find this worrying. The essential
business of Parliament is to make laws
which govern our society. To do this
effectively, it must have a legitimacy
borne from both the electoral process
the instinctive loyalty of the public. If

oliticians cannot return this loyalty
}_;' keeping their hands clean, and their

ouse in order, then how can they ex-
pect us to take their legislation seri-
ously? Those people who assert that
politics has always been like this and
will never change ignore the simple
fact that it just cannot afford to con-
tinue in this vein. Politicians can’t rely
on the deference of the electorate and
the ignorance of the media to brush
misdeeds under the carpet. With the
educated electorate and the enormous
level of scrutiny into the private and
professional lives of politicians that

oes on in today’s society, our legis-
ators must work harder to earn and
gain our trust. No one expects them
to be paragons of virtue, but given
the level of power they have, we must
expect them to use this power respon-
sibly and appropriately, without feel-
ing the needs to line their own pockets
with public money or abuse our trust
in a similar way.

During his final Prime Minister’s
Questions, Tony Blair remarked that
politics is often accused of being a
place for ‘low skulduggery’; it is now
up to his predecessors in the House to
prove this accusation wrong.

Entertainment or voyeurism?

4 Ruth Sleightholme

f you thought Big Brother was sex
Io sessed then try this: the “Van-

ity Lair’ 01:112' has room for ten
full-time beautiful people, and each
week they get a batch of new arriv-
als from whom they have to pick the
most attractive.

Then, because there can only be ten
“lairmates’, the new arrival must pick
the least attractive contestant to leave.
Although my five (female) house-
mates and I sat spitting feathers, we
all watched the whole thing and thor-
oughly - guiltily - enjoyed ourselves.

at was, up until contestant Tony
Le Britton burst into tears and then
ran, retching, shaking and vomiting in
to the toilet, followeg naturally by the
cameras. Why?

He had just seen a projection of a test
which mirrored the left and the right
side of his face. The test showed that
he only had 54% facial symmetry, the
worst in the bunch; his left side was
very feminine and his right side very
masculine.

It did look bizzare, but whereas nine-
ty percent of us would cringe, cover

our face and laugh: this man had what
appeared to be a physical breakdown.

ony had been described by Vanity
Lair as “possibly the vainest contestant
in the lair’.

We watched him arll‘noltllncehthat if
ugly people approach him he just
bEar}:ksp thl:e)m, agg he was the quick-
est to slate potential new housemate
Kaveh's looks, calling him a ‘bulldog’.
What had a first seemed like simple

GG The effects of
body image on

young men are rela-

tively unknown, and

I presume,
underestimated ,’

shallowness showed itself in that mo-
ment to be an obsession.

And, as my housemate said, his self-
disgust is understandable if we con-
sider the possibilitﬁ that appearance is
the onl categorg y which he judges
himself: seeing his “unattractive” face
sent his world crashing down.

To see a man, - and here I must add
an emphasis onto ‘man’: the effects of

|‘|

body image on young men are rela-
tively unknown, and, I presume, un-
derestimated - retch and gag at the
sight of his own asymmetry made
everyone in the living room extremely
uncomfortable.

He is of course a consenting adult,
but this is no important social experi-
ment; this is not a Milgram, or a “Total
Isolation” or even a Derrin Brown: it is
pure, cynical entertainment.

The very selection structure of a pro-
gramme like this is designed to groom
a person for vanity.

ony was ‘talent spotted’ for the
show, aged eighteen, on our own
Northum erlang Street. Such vanity
is, in an extreme case like Tony’s, and
incubated in a body-obsessed envi-
ronment like the Lair, no less than a
symptom of real body dysmorphia.
All for our entertainment.

So what is my judgement? Channel
four, learn! If the outrage that a racist
remark on Big Brother caused taught
you anything, it is to act if a house-
mate is threatened.

And if displaying obvious signs of
long term mental distress as a direct
result of the environment placed in
isn’t enough to have the man removed
from the programme, then what is?
Get him out and get him some coun-
selling.

>> MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT THE NEW SOLUTION REMIX EVERY FRIDAY AT THE UNION, £3ADV/£4, NEW DRINKS OFFERS
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Lindsay Gulliver

Do you want to sky dive?

NCH WANTS YOU! The National Chil-
dren’s Homes charity is looking for brave
Newcastle students to take part in a tan-
dem sky dive over County Durham.

The charity - which runs sixty-five

rojects across the North East, helping
5’8,600 children, young people and their
families every year - is hoping to raise
£400,000 through their year long ‘Grow-
ing Strong” appeal, with the aim of boost-
ing the emotional wellbeing of children in
the region. Parachute jumps are available
every weekend from Peterlee Airfield and
no experience is necessary - just the cour-
age to jump out of a plane at 10,000 feet for
children across the North East.

If you're interested, get in touch with
me;’a McDonald at linda.mcdonald@nch.
org.uk or call 01325 308 180.

What's your North East?

THE “STUDENT CHALLENGE” has
recently been launched by Regional De-
velopment Agency One NorthEast with
the aim of raising the profile of design,
media and advertising students in the re-
gion’s universities and colleges.

The com%etiﬁon has been designed to
recognise the creative talent of these stu-
dents and help promote the area. To take
part, students must come up with a crea-
tive idea to show what they believe to be
the best feature of the North East, using
any medium including photography, film
and animation - as long as it can be shown
online.

The winner will be able to choose one
week placements at four of the region’s
top media and creative organisations and
a state-of-the-art laptop. They also stand
the chance of having their winning idea
incorporated into One NorthEast’s ‘Pas-
sionate People. Passionate Places’ cam-

P

One NorthEast’s Director of Communi-
cations and Tourism, Stacy Hall said: “To
encourage creative people to stay in the

North East we must show them that there g
are real job opportunities here for them af- §

ter they finish their studies.” After stron
%rowth of the North East’'s Commerci

reative Industry - now worth £800 mil- §
lion -~ employment opportunities will cer-

tainly be available, with over nine thou-

sand new jobs to be created in the region

in the next five years.
Companies taking

tion include; Metro Radio, Trinity News-

K/?pers, Different Advertising, Design and

arketing, PressAhead, Tyne Tees and &8

the photographer Kevin Radcliffe.

The challenge is open to full-time stu- | ;

dents ahged 18 or over studying in the
North East. The
winning entry in the spring. For more in-

formation visit www.northeastengland. 8 !

co.uk/studentchallenge .

Are you an Egghead?

EGGHEADS, the BBC quiz show, is re-
turning for its ninth series and looking §

for teams to take part.

They will be holding auditions in the
Newcastle area over the next few weeks
and are particularly interested in hearing
from university teams - especially those
who are members of interesting socie-

ties. In September 2007, a team from Ox- §

ford Brookes University went home with
£75,000. If you're interested, keep an ear

to the ground for details of the regional &

auditions.

A smartidea

Fran Infante
News Editor

DISCUSSIONS have begun about the intro-
duction of Smart card scanning equipment in
certain faculties in a potential bid to combat
the steadily decreasing levels of lecture attend-
ance.

It is possible that such a scheme, if brought into
use in years to come would be launched in the
Engineering schools and feasibly be extended to
include others including Dentistry to monitor the
number of classes that each student misses.

The idea has a number of practical considera-
tions which classify it specifically as an idea for
development rather than an actual proposal for
the new technology that would make it possible.

It is true that student attendance has become
an increasing problem at Universities across the
couniry and similar schemes that have been set
up at other institutions have been seen to help
the issue.

The scheme is not without its problems though
as it would require a sophisticated database sys-
tem to record the detailed information and there
are further issues defining who would be respon-
sible for its maintenance as well as how the infor-
mation could be stored and accessed by staff.

Despite some scepticism over the need to have
students monitored so closely, enthusiasts of the
scheme maintain that this would be a system
used to aid learning and assist students with
genuine problems with their degree by supply-

ing them with evidence of genuine effort and at-
tendance.

Furthermore its gives Professors the opportu-
nity to step in early and offer help to students
who are shown to be consistently not attending,
before it gets to a level that may jeopardise their
degrees long term.

‘It has the advantage of making the smart card
more useful and therefore value for money as
well as centralising a system of attendance infor-
mation” commented Civil Engineering student
Charles Ashington-Pickett.

The Engineering school has begun consulta-
tions with the Staff/Student committee and so
far early reactions have been generally positive.
Second year student Kitty Randall told %18 Cou-
rier ‘I think it’s a good idea - it encourages you to
go [to lectures] because there seems to be more of
a consequence to missing them.

It's really easy to ask your friend to sign you
in, but having to scan your smart card makes it
more of an issue.”

Her fellow 2nd year Civil and Structural en-
gineering student Katie Morris concurred, add-
ing that “practicals are an important part of the
course and the sign in sheets just don’t work be-
cause they’re so easy to fake.”

However she did also make the point that as a
member of the Student/Staff committee she ‘told
those who suggested the scheme that though I
agree something has to be done the point of

ni is that you Eave that freedom to make your
own choice, I think people are just going to start
bringing in other peoples smart cards and swip-
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KEEPING TABS...Students’ attendance
at lectures could soon be monitored

ing them instead, it could be perceived as being
too much like school.”

Other uses of similar technology which has
been considered involves issuing all students
with a pocket sized ‘clickers” which they could
use to register their attendance in the lecture
rather than a smart card.

This technology it is also hoped could be used
to increase class participation with students
asked to click at an appropriate time to generate
‘“Who wants to be a Millionaire” style results of
the group as a whole.

What must be remembered though is that these
ideas are at a very experimental stage which
Education Officer Ben Potter described it as ‘em-
bryonic” and warned that it ‘won’t be met with
universal apf)roval from the University academ-
ics” who will be expected to manage the new
technology.

Just how much of it will be incorporated into
Newcastle classrooms, and the effect that it will
have on the student population and attitudes re-
mains to be seen.

art in the competi- §

ublic will decide the §

Racing ahead for Newcastle engineers

Emily Hopcroft

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING students here
at Newcastle University are currently design-
in;

an% building a single-seater racing car for a
competition in the international Formula Stu-
dent event.

The Formula Student event is held annually at
the world famous Silverstone race track.

Silverstone is best known for being the home
of the British Grand Prix and the track regularly
features on TV shows such as Top Gear and

movies to include the James Bond film, “Thun-
derball”.

Sally Nicholson, the team manager explains
her decision for taking part by commenting that
“Formula 1 allows us to develop the skills that
employers are looking for while still at univer-
sity, in a way other projects simply cannot. Being

able to complete designs, see them manufactured
and then actually test them on the track is enor-
mously rewarding.” Manufacturing of the car
has been going on for a while now and manc?' of
the parts have already been completed including
the front and rear chassis, hubs, steering column,
suspension wishbones and plates etc.

e car (NR5) is based around an innovative
aluminium monocoque chassis, and is powered
by a Ducati Monster 600cc motorbike engine,
which has already been tested and is ready to go
as soon as the rest of the car is complete. Sally Ni-
cholson commented that “with the rolling chas-
sis almost complete, it is definitely an exciting
time for Newcastle Racing.”

It is important to mention that this project has
been completely self-funded, meaning that the
students have had to raise the required budget
of £15,000 themselves through assistance from
the business community.

At the moment, they have raised sponsorship of

around £9,000 which is a little short of the target

al

VOX POP: HAVE YOUR SAY

but hopefully they will continue to receive spon-
~sorship. All of the group have stressed that they
are “still actively looking for sponsors to join our
team to help us complete the car and would en-
courage anyone interested to get in contact.”

Sponsorship is important for many reasons
as not only do these companies ranging from
internal companies such as BP to local service
groviders such as Acorn Laser, they also donate

oth their time and technical expertise to the
team as well.

Finally, the project supervisor Dr. Jack Hale
comments that “It is tremendously satisfying to
see all the students working together to achieve
this common goal. With the team’s lperformance
steadily improving year on year, I believe the
target of a top 10 UK finish at the event in 2008
is entirely achieveable.” We all want to wish the
team the best of luck in completing their car and
in the future race at Silverstone!

For more information on the team, log on to the
official website www.nracing.co.uk

2%

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION, PUT TO YOU BY Anna Silverman
What do you think of RAG week? Do you get involved?

Catherine Riley, 19,
1st Year Sociology

“I've just been talking

volved.”

Tom Hawkins, 18,
1st Year Ancient history &
Archaeology

“I don't get involved but I have
given money for it. I think it's a

really good way of raising

money and I'd like to get in-

volved next year.”

about
this anﬁilnl tlunkd it looks like
good and a great way to
& raise money. I think next year
Ml I would consider getting in-

Sarah Churchill, 18,
1st Year Psychology

“I haven't really done much
yet but I do want to go to
some of the events, like the
silent disco. It looks like a
good way to raise money,
maybe in the future [ would
like to get involved.”

James Hadfield, 20
2nd Year Biomedical Sci-
ence

d “I haven't been involved in it
this year butI think it's a real-
ly good idea as it gets people
involved by catching their at-
tention with the bri?it t-shirts
and obviously it's for a good
cause.”

Valentina Klejnow, 19
® 2nd Year M ical

Engineering

“I'm part of the rag week &

crew and think it’s a really
ood idea, it’s probably the

way of raising money for |

universities as it people |

involved in lots g?tsdifferent B

ways: I've had a lot of fun.”

Chris Morton, 21
2nd Year Marketing and
Management

“I don’t really know what it &

M is or know anything about §
it, all [ know is it’s for char- §
ity. To be honest it hasn’t |
really raised my awareness
and I doubt I'll be involved
now or next year.”
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George Hewitt

ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM TEMPLE was once
quoted as saying, “The Church is the only or-
ganisation that exists for the benefit of non-
members.” Well, next week (11th - 15th Febru-
ary) is the Christian Union’s Event Week which
is most definitely for the benefit of non-mem-
bers!

Today, it is common to find opinions on Christi-
anity, whether they be positive or negative. Often
the media is quick to draw attention to the nega-
tive impacts and the issues that they themselves
either don’t agree with or don’t understand.

The CU Events Week is all about giving stu-
dents at Newcastle Universig the opportunity
to explore the very centre of Christianity - Jesus
Christ - for themselves. It's not about attempting
to force beliefs on other people, but about shar-
ing honestly what the Bible says, and why it’s still
relevant now.

The week is entitled “LOST: Be Found” and
explores the life of Jesus Christ as presented by
the eyewitness accounts from John's Gospel. The
talks will be given by a visiting speaker, Mr. Nick
Howard. Nick is from a Jewish background but
became a Christian at the age of fifteen. He stud-
ied English at Oxford University before working
for an economics think-tank and also as a re-
searcher in the House of Commons. Having com-
pleted Theological training at Durham Universi-
ty, he now. travels widely as a Christian speaker,
often giving talks in University settings.

There is a marquee outside the Union for the
whole week, where there will be talks with a free
lunch every day (12pm - 1pm, and repeated at
1pm - 2pm, with enough time given on either side
to get to and from lectures%(. e talks will tackle
some common questions asked of Christians, such
as, “Why doesn’t God do something about suffer-
inlg?” and, “Isn’t the Bible just a bunch of myths?”
Also, the Wednesday lunchtime talk is based on
the issues surrounding Richard Dawkins and his
book, “The God Delusion’, and asking the ques-
tion, “Are atheists deluded about God?” There’s
also a good amount of time set aside at each talk
for questions.

In the evenings, there will be relaxed events,
such as a Curry Night, an Acoustic Night and a
Jazz Night. The talks at these events are based on
how Jesus interacted with others, and how what
we can read from the situation is still relevant to-

day.

T{\e chief organiser of the week, Jake Eggert-
sen, a third year History student, encourages
everyone to come along: “The week offers every
student the chance to investigate whether there
is actually credible evidence in the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Whatever stage
you're at, the talks encourage people to weigh up
what the Bible says in order to see whether the
case for Christ is conclusive.”

As with all of the Christian Union’s events, the
talks and evening events are open to anyone, and
everyone who is able to come will be welcomed!
More details can be found at the Events Week
website, www.lostbefound.co.uk

No pace to hIDe

Katie Bristow

BIG BROTHER is watching you, or
so the Labour government plan. De-
spite the promise that ID cards will
be an optional entity, by making
them compulsory in order to receive
a student loan, students are being
backed into a corner.

The Guardian newspaper has re-
vealed that a leaked government re-
port has exposed Labour’s intention
to make it compulsory for anyone ap-
glying for a student loan or openjn% a

ank account from 2010 to have an ID
card. Such proposals are claimed by
the Tories as ‘blackmailing’ students
into owning ID cards which will cost
£100 to the individual and as much as
£200 to every taxpayer.

The scheme in total is estimated b
the Home Office to cost £5.4 billion al-
though the Telegraph has suggested
that an assessment by academics at
the London School of Economics has
put the bill as high as £20 billion. It
1s also worth noting that should you
refuse to purchase an ID card in such
necessary situations, you could be
fined up to £2,500.

The Liberal Democrat Youth and
Students (LDYS) have reacted angrily
to these reports and have begun a pe-
tition against the scheme. LI%IXJ(S N%S
Executive member Tom Stubbs has
lambasted the government for sin-
gling out students:

“The govemment is looking to make
ID cards compulsory and in order to
do this will first try and make it im-
possible for people to live their lives
without one. Labour is looking to
snare students and young peopﬁe in
their trap first, as they view us as soft
targets.”

According to The Telegraph, ‘The
document says: “We should issue ID
cards to youn%l people to assist them
as they open their first bank account,
take out a student loan, etc.”... Minis-
ters will argue that carrying the cards
will make it easier for the young to

gain access to services and prove their
age when trying to buy alcohol.’

ssues over the ID cards include not
only situations reminiscent of George
Orwell’s “1984’, but also, with recent
embarrassments faced by the govern-
ment regarding the loss of sensitive
information, a threat to personal se-
curity and the increased likelihood of
identity fraud.

Despite promises of increasing na-
tional security, there remains the fact
that the existence of ID cards in Spain
did not prevent the Madrid bombings
of 2004.

The liberal democrats have begun a
petition against the ID card scheme
and have quoted the ex-head of MI5,
the British Security Service, Stella

Rimington, as saying, “I don’t think
that anybody in the intelligence
services ... would be pressing for ID
cards.”

The leaked report suggests that the
scheme will come into force in 2010,
the original date set for extending the
scheme to anyone applying for or re-
newing a passport.

With millions of young people in
higher education, the scheme will
impact qun many as well as hitting
hardest those students that rely on a
student loan to finance their educa-
tion.

With the additional cost to purchase
the card itself, this scheme looks set to
ruffle a few feathers.

Photo: Joe Currin

COMPULSORY ID CARDS...Could this be the future for students

wanting loans?

Joe Daunt

THREE NEWCASTLE University
students are participating in the
2008 Mongol Rally.

The team consisting of Andrew
Harle, Alex Herrity and Thomas
Connelly are enthusiastic, but have
not been without a few glitches
along the way!

Andrew told The Courier that
within five minutes of moving the
car, ‘“The General’, from its home in
Halifax to top it up on fuel, there
was petrol leaking out of the bot-
tom causing a bit of a problem.

However, they are optimistic
despite statistics from the 2005
rally showing that two teams were
robged at knife point, three engines
fell completely out of the cars, one

team was rammed off the road over
an argument about water melons,
three teams were chased by armed
bandits and one team got engaged!
The boys will certainly have their
work cut out.

The journey should take about 3-4
weeks and the team are looking for
any sFonsorship or support anyone
can offer.

Money raised goes towards help-
ing charities in Mongolia and truly
is a worthwhile cause. Further-
more, the car stays in Mongolia
and is given to charity.

The team have been fortunate
enough to have help from Ges Rat-
cliffe who is connected with Pen-
rith F.C of £1,000 but any other help
would be greatly appreciated.

The team are on facebook and
more information can be found on
their group, ‘Mission to Mongolia’.
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Rag Week 2008 was a huge success,with over £20,000
raised for charity to date. Photos include action from
Solution, Last Man Standing, thé Scottish ceilidh and
Silent OutRAGe - the silent disco at World Headquar-
ters. The chosen RAG charities which will receive a
huge boost from the money raised are Mercy Ships,
SCAN, The Children’s Foundation, the British Heart
Foundation, Cancer Research UK and Grace House
North East.

Photos by Peter
Dixon and Gemma
Davies
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THE WORD chivalry has been
interchangeable with knighthood
for hundreds of years, and in its
essence today it means gallantry,
civility, nobility and downright
good manners towards others es-
pecially the ‘weak’.

So are guys today less chivalrous
than their forefathers? The mere
mention of the word chivalry con-
jures three little words: ‘chivalry is
dead’. Butisit? And if so who killed
it? In this modern world it is so easy

M to think the idea of men ‘protect-

ing’ women is archaic and that the
notion we aren’t strong enough to
defend ourselves is out-dated and
patronising.

The feminist movement to get
equality between the sexes in soci-
ety may make some think we have
forgone the need and right for men
to act in a courteous way towards
us. Guys also get the impression
that although we want to earn the
same as men, we want to be treated
in the same way men treat other
men. Not true. {t is still nice to be

| regarded with respect and kind-
ness.

From a women’s point of view it
can also be hard to accept acts of

chivalry as they can so easily cross
into the realms of sleazy. There is
also the notion of owing something
- it is ridiculous to think that a gen-
erous act from a guy immediately
indebts us, but that is a fear amongst
many women.

It's just a balance that needs to be
found. Guys shouldn’t be afraid to
act gallantly and girls should accept
more of the acts of kindness, in a

less suspicious manner. 9/10 times §

it is most probably sincere.

If any boys or girls want to learn
how to become a modern day knight
in shining armour, then there’s
an American who runs a series of
workshops and offers advice in ar-
ticles and podcasts about becoming
more chivalrous.

He comments: “Chivalry in the
world today is a return to a sense
of ethical behaviour and personal
values in all aspects of modern life.
It is an understanding that brutality
is not strength, and that restraint is
not weakness. To be a chivalrous
person means to always be looking
outside yourself and asking, ‘What
can I do to make the world better?’.

Check out www.chivalrytoday.
com. -

Chivalrous Deeds: Tried and Tested

1. Offer your coat.

A dual winner. Makes you look
strong and masculine as well as car-
ing.

2. Pick her up.

Simple, but not only stops you wait-
ing alone at the venue, it is an inno-
cent act, which driving her home is
less likely to seem.

3. Make sure she gets home safely.
Not code for barging into her home
at the end of the night, but walking
her to the door, and waiting to be
asked in.

4. Hold the door open.

I personally believe this is basic man-
ners, rather than chivalry. It shows
class, but only when done discretely.

5. Walk on the outside of the path.
To be done naturally, don’t manhan-
dle a women and force her to walk
on a certain part, at risk of seeming
strange, but as a fluid action.

6. Offer to pay.

In this day and age, girls are willing
to pay their own way, however it is
nice for a gentleman to offer.

Mondav 11th February 2008

Dreams of Knighthood

B HANNAH BURNS on whether chivalry is dead

“It depends how far through you
are in a relationship. I'd make more
of an effort at the start, give a good
impression.”

Rob Wood, Stage 3, Electrical Engineer-

ing.

“Well today a boy closed a door on
my face so I'm not feeling it's too
alive. You can tell the difference be-
tween generations though. My dad
would always walk on the car side
of the road when we're on the pave-
ment.”

Lucy Ryder, Stage 3, Psychology

“As girls we value it less - boys tend
to think that girls take offence’ if
they’re acting chivalrous.”
Katharine Gibbins, Stage 3, Medicine

“My Boyfriend carries heavy things
for me and other women. I think it
depends on your upbringing. Idon’t
like the feminist point of view that
we don't need it and can do things
for ourselves, it’s nice when a guy
offers.”

Jenna Pollard, Stage 3, Sociology

“On nights out you're more likely
to have your arse pinched by a guy

than have one act gentlemanly”
Sophie Pepper, Stage 3, Architecture

“Today Ilet a girl go before me at the
bar, and then happy hour ended. She
didn’t say thank you and told me not
to be so much of a gentleman!”
Melvin Byres, Stage 3, Business Man-
agement.

“There isn’t much around as their
used to be, due to a mixture of men
not being as chivalrous and women
being more suspicious.”

Dave Robinson, Stage 4, Mechanical
Engineering

“You do get the odd guy who is,
though bad boys are often more at-
tractive than the nice guys.”

Brid Vellette, Stage 2, Maths

“Well chivalry died in the 1970's.
Girls want to be more independent
now, and a guy is only going to act
in a chivalrous way if he knows that
the girl is going to react ina positive
wa

Anor-lymous American Football presi-
dent ;

“I don’t want my boyfriend to pay
the bill at the end of a date, I'd want
to split it, but it’s nice when he offers.
Sometimes you think if a guy is over
chivalrous that he’s a bit of a sucker
and asking for someone to take ad-
vantage”

Sarah Richardson, Stage 4, Medicine

“It is different in other countries -
abroad men can be more courteous
to women. If you're bought a drink
here by a guy there tends to be an
expectation there, it’s not out of the
kindness of their heart.”

Sarah Lord, Stage 4, Medicine

Addiction Affliction

L]

out his experiences as a student addict

,%_A

B EZRA FIERCE talks candidly al

ADDICTION is a word that gets
thrown around too much these
days. Every day you hear people
comﬂlaining that they’re addicted
to chocolate or coffee; I'm rel-g'
sure my flatmate thinks he’s ad-
dicted to love.

The fact is, people are addicted to

the idea of being addicted. Addic-
tion isn't something you wake u
one morning and consciously real-
ise. Real addiction, on its most basic
and ugly level, is something far more
sinister - it is when you start losing
a game you didn’t even realise you
were playing.

Photo: Mindaugas Miskinis

KICKING THE HABIT...the battle against addiction

It started as a casual pastime: ‘Fan-
cy takinéa ill when we go out to-
night?’, “Yeah, why not?" But it rap-
idly became a frigztening obsession.
I felt amazing when I first used to do
pills - you feel connected to everyone
Kou meet, and love everything that

appens to you. It's hard to write
about without my bleary nostalgia
infiltrating the words, and makin

ou think it sounds like fun. I can’t

ie to you - it was fun. And slow-

ly - though not THAT slowly - but
surely, these little branded pills took
over my world. But pretty soon, that
wasn’t enough.

Having waited outside what looks
like a typical Jesmond maison-
ette for three hours, my dealer gets
home. I scarper inside the house
like a mouse, eager to get upstairs
and stock up. dealer’s eyes are
bloodshot - he’s il)een riding a Val-
ium high for three days and hasn’t
had time to sleep. He makes me up
my little bags onills and powders,
and I throw money at him, desperate
to get out. After all, I'm justa-casual
user, he’s a junkie. I'm fine.

After a particularly heavy night
(my friendg and I had an unwritten
challenge to see who could consume

the most different types of drugs at
once), I came home and crashed on
my bed. I then underwent what I
presume was a near death experi-
ence, but may have just been a bad
hallucination. I found myself look-
ing down at my own corpse, which
I confess was the most pathetic thing
I had ever seen - my nostrils were
covered with chemical burns, my
skin was flaky and pale, my eyes
were sunken in dark shadows. I
came to, and vowed that this was
the end of my habit. I lay there until
6am, wracked with kidney pains, too
scared to go to sleep. Then I got up
and got ready for work. ;

Of course, this wasn't thesend of
mty habit. After a two week stint
of sobriety, I found myself snortin
a concoction of ketamine, coke an
MDMA. And that feeling in my
head, the feeling of invulnerability,
the feeling that everything that was
happening to me was perfect, the
feeling that this moment was all that
mattered, came back.

I won't bore you with the details
of my reformation, but after another
week of partying far too hard, I was
facing the comedown from hell, and
I realised that I was tired of pushing

the people who loved me away, tired
of breaking down in tears when I re-
alised I had run out of milk, tired of
the person I was turning into.

Far too many addiction stories come
from either pregnant thirteen year
olds addictec{)to heroin or surly tat-
tooed men from the Deep South who
‘find God” when they get thrown in
prison for possession.

These are not the only people af-
fected by addiction - sKock orTor,
addiction also affects upper middle
class public schoolboys just like me.
I don’t remember anyone ever tell-
ing me this.

I hope you'll forgive me for becom-
ing the narrator of my own melodra-
matic sob story, but I am writing to
tell you that I am just like you. Or I
was some time ago. These days, [am
a man intra - I'm not who I was, I'm
not who I used to be and I'm not sure
who I'm going to become. Maybe it’s
too late to save myself, but maybe
this story can save you. You might
think you can get away with takin
stuff because you don’t have an ad-
dictive personality - you're wrong,
because as long as you're alive you'll
be fighting the ongoing battle that we
fight against addiction every day.
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Abstinence makes the
heart grow fonder

B Reformed hellion JEN SETH on why a little bit
of what you fancy keeps you young at heart

B CHARLOTTE HANGER discovers
the murky truth behind celebrity glitz

TUESDAY'’S are one of my favourite days of the
week, as the new editions of Grazia and Heat,
my two top magazines for celebrity gossip, are
available to buy in the shops. Our obsession with
celebrity provides weekly, if not daily, entertain-
ment from the media. When we feel that our own
lives are becoming mundane, we just have to open
a magazine and speculate at Pete Doherty or Amy
Winehouse involved in yet another drug-fuelled
drama, and we are given the hedonistic excitement
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that we crave, but without actually having to live
it. It also makes us feel better about ourselves, and
can put a messy Friday night into perspective!
ilst enjoying the dramas of the lives of the
famous, we can also learn from the mistakes that
they make in public, and take care that we don’t
repeat them in private. For example, embarking
upon an affair with the babysitter in the swindling
style of Jude Law, or marrying somebody after
just months, or even weeks of knowing them - an
error that many of the famous have made.
Celebrities are frequently pictured doing charita-
ble acts of service, and may prompt some into giv-
ing, or at least thinking, more charitably. They can

. inspire the public to join anti-fur campaigns, AIDS

awareness campaigns, or even run a marathon!

Something else that has definite
our celebrity culture is my wardrobe, with style
icons such as Kate Moss helping carve the fashion

paths for many.
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UNFORTUNATELY though, we are influenced
by more than the clothes that celebrities wear. In
today’s ever-changing postmodern society, our
values have crum%ll‘:d somewhat, and we often
look up to celebrities for role models. However,
we forget that someone like Kate Moss is a su-
permodel, and not a role model, and today’s he-
donistic and binfe-drinking lifestyle with heavy
emphasis on body image, has definitely been in-
~ fluenced by celebrity culture.

At some point in the last few decades our obses-
sion with celebrity has turned the lives of the fa-
mous into contemporary story books. Some, but
not all celebrities do have genuine talents, and do
not want the whole world knowing how they take
their morning coffee. The recently deceased actor
Heath Ledger, was reported as being an extremely
private person and found the constant hounding of
the press very difficult to cope with, but wanted to
continue to nurture his passion for acting within
the film industry.

It is often when tragedy strikes the world of ce-
lebrity, the media strikes also, taking no account of
feelings. The latest examples is Michelle Williams,
the mother of Heath Ledger’s child. After Heath’s
tragic death, the press harassed Michelle and her
family for photos. Times such as these are difficult
enough, without the interference of the paparazzi
on your doorstep at 8am in the morning,

eekly gossip magazines are unfortunately a fre-
quent substitute for newsEapers, and often people
such as myself have little knowledge of current af-
fairs and politics. Grazia magazine however pro-
vides a solution and manages to include both cur-

paparazzi
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only more magazines would follow suit!
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SO FAR in life I have managed to
bury my head in the sand with re-
gard to my bad behaviour. I have
told myself that it’s all just part
of the university lifestyle; I'm
making the most of my final year;
}:’m letting my hair down, having

un.

My “do these things while you're
goung” mentality has made me

raver than ever (or more stupid),
and I now have one or two “extra-
curricular achievements’ under my

belt that don’t necessarily look all
that great on my CV. So perhaps
now, (in time for Lent as I was too
hung-over on New Year’s Day to
make any resolutions), is the time
for me to buck up my ideas and
clean up my act.

Where to start? Unfortunately
there are several areas that could
do with a spring clear.. My per-
sonal gripes are, uncontroversial-
ly, fairly superficial. First, I want
to lose the weight I put on over
Christmas so I don’t look like a
mega fatty at the graduation ball.
Theoretically this means either do-
inﬁ some exercise, cutting down on
what I eat or more drastically, am-
putaﬁnia limb (though this final
oFtion as related negative side
effects such as loss of balance). So,
I'll streamline my diet to a glass of
water for breakfast, an apple for
lunch and count out three pieces
ofLFasta for my tea. Allowing my-
self no luxuries, avoiding even the
tiniest squares of chocolate.

Next, I pledge that I will no more
go out and get so drunk thatIcan’t
remember how (or with whom) I

et home. It’s a tough time to start
this one, what with people going
out so fervently now exams have
finished, but I'll just stick to tap
water when we go out, it'll be a
new and innovative way of avoid-
ing the embarrassment of falling
over in the street, the crippling
hangovers and the guilt of one-
m'/%ht stands.

long the same vein, if I'm ever
going to find myself in a serious
relationship I'm going to have
to work on how to meet guys.

No longer can I rely on my beer-
goggles and loose morals, I am a
changed woman. No casual flings,
no impatient kissing with the guy
I met in the line for the cloakroom:
it's all going to be ‘above board’
Now.

As the perfect student I'll be
spendingbmore time working. I'm
going to be such a geek that they’ll
start charging me rent in the li-
brary. Oh no, no more all-nighters
the day before a deadline, No Si-
ree, I'll be the model student.

So now, with no food inside me,
no nights out to look forward to,
no spare time to meet up with
friends, and no hot men to hanker
after, I have somehow inadvert-
ently turned into an old spinster.

So now I ask, is all this abstinence
and self-denial worth it? What do
we gain from withholding the ac-
tivities we tend to regard as pleas-
ures? Supposedly we become
thinner, healthier, more sensible
and more mature, (though my
lack of willpower and incessant
moving of the goal posts means
that I haven’t noticed any major
changes). Through my forays into
the deep, dark chasms of sobriety,
starvation and chastity I do know
now that I don’t particularly want
to forgo any typical student antics
like the delicious but fatty pizza
after a night of drinking/dancing/
debauchery or the thrill of going
out the night before a big course-
work deadline. I'd rather stick to
the fabled motto of ‘all in modera-
tion... with a splash of over-indul-
gence and to Hell with the conse-
quences’. Catchy, I know.

[ETY: PROFILES

The Swing Dance Society

® Amy
Frampton

DO YOU swing? If not or you are inter-
ested in learning, the Swing Dance So-

ciety is the answer for you.

‘Swing’ is a broad term for several dance
st?rles and also refers to a specific style
of music and the culture from the 1930s
onwards. We mainly learn Lindy, one
of the most popular styles danced. It is
a partner dance so is a great opportunity
to meet lots of new people and socialise,
and leads towards social dancing as well
as more competitive or choreographed

show dancing.

Swing Society meets on Monday nights
at 8pm in Havelock Hall, Castle Leazes. We have
both a beginner’s lesson, intermediate lesson and a
chance to hzsout your new moves in a social dance.
It costs just £5 to join as a member which will get you
reduced lessons and money off socials. We can also
get reduced prices as a society to other swing events
up and down the country for the real swing enthusi-
asts! Even if you are not a member, come along and

it out.
h?; really doesn’t matter if you have never tried
Swing before. It is easy to pick up once you have
mastered which foot is right and which is left and
after that you are away!

Coming up we are putting on “Newcastle Swing
Thing”; Newcastle’s first swing dance weekender on
the weekend of 23rd-24th February. Prices start from
just £15 for one day of lessons and taster classes in
more specific moves or £30 for a weekend pass which
also gets you into the Saturday night party which in-
cludes a live jazz band in Global, in the Union (tickets
available separately). To get in contact:

Swing@ncl.ac.uk
www.societies.ncl.ac.uk/swing
www.newcastleswingthing.co.uk
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- What’s love got to do with it?

® |

With Valentine’s Day looming, the nation is divide bruary 14th:

reriic?
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commercial crap or the perfect excuse for a

BSUZI BATCHELOR

Attached Girl

I MUST admit to being as sentimental and corny as many other woman about affairs
of the heart, but even I can see through the hype that is V’;lenﬁnes Day! You may feel
that you should do the clichéd thing and go for a posh meal but why not be original and
save a few quid.

My favourite way to spend Valentines Day is to head somewhere you haven't been be-
fore and have a wander, (cuddling and kissing is optional but may add to the ‘romance’).
I would recommend a rendezvous on Tynemouth}l):;each, whose rattling wind gives you
another excuse to keep each other warm, a midnight picnic down on Jesmond Dene or
where I spent mine in second year, the Metro Centre, packed with a wide range of food
establishments for every palette. I do not see the attraction of being lined up in a restaurant
like dominos, surroun?ég by an invisible pressure to hold hands and stare blissfully at one
another before having to sell my kidney to pay half the bill.

Cards are another surplus expense, why not show how much you really care and create
a masterpiece from scratch. I am no Picasso, but I assure you your loved one will be more
touched that you have tried

(all be it with [ittle success) to
make a Valentines Day greet-
ing that is personal to them.

alentines Day is now all
about money but never get
sucked into the commercial
dream that the amount of
money you part with is pro-
portional to how much you
care about that person. This
is ridiculous; love makes the
world go round, not money.
There is no better way to
show someone you love them
than by making them laugh,
and Valentines Day is just
one of another 364 days when
you should make that special
someone smile.

AS A NEWLY single girl,

strolling down Northumber-

land Street only a few days

before the dreaded February

14th can only be described

as a pretty nauseating expe-

rience. Romantic cards, gi-

ant teddy bears and enou

chocolate to make even the

self-confessed chocoholics

amongst us want to throw

up are just a small fraction of

the fictitious, commercialized

crap forced upon unsuspect-

ing shoppers in the run up to

Valentine’s Day.

Shops attempt to exploit inno-

cent men desperate to live u

to idealistic expectations their

%':rlfriends naturally expect of

them. Single girls dream of the

kinds of gifts they could re-

ceive had they only met the perfect man.
The realit¥ is that Valentine's Day is a falsified vision of love; a day which makes men and

women feel obligated to shower one another with lavish gifts in an attempt to prove their

undying love for each other when in fact there are 364 other perfectly good days in the year

for tﬂis to occur at a much cheaper price and with much more sincerity. Why let society and

the media dictate to us when and how we should treat our loved ones? Why make us single
irls feel alienated, worthless and incomplete without the materialistic affection of a man?

e whole beauty of love is its spontaneity and unpredictability. A girl can feel fulfilled on

her own. At the end of the day what’s better? Having a boyfriend who thinks buying you

expensive flowers (recommended by the female retail assistant) as a false symbol of love

will make up for his all round laziness, jealousy and usual lack of romantic gestures, or be-

ing a happily single girl, admittedly without chocolate or a soppy card, but perfectly happy

on her own. Free. I know which one Id prefer.

Single Girl

B LUCY MARSDEN

Aftaéiiéd de

SOME COUPLES are ethically principled and self-righteous enough to eschew the pink,
red and chocolate shaped glut of the traditional Valentine’s Day, holding firm that their
love transcends the banality of the first post-Christmas commercial drive. Most couples
are not. For the average male, like other national days dedicated to the ones you love,
Valentine’s Day is the calendared kick-up-the-arse most need to actually lavish some
attention on their better half, with special rewards that Mother’s and Father’s day (de-
pending on your family of course) can’t provide, the beauty of romance induced sex.

The well-trodden male path to Valentines success is to make sure you book a table early,
once done half the job is in the bag. In Newcastle the obvious male fall-back plan comes
from taking your better half somewhere within the polished palace of The Gate, preferably
avoiding the greasy smothering of romance inevitable at Pizza Hut and Wokmania. Among
males there is no darker Valentine induced pleasure than the smug warmth that comes
from having booked a table early and hearing the naive boasts of another coupled male
who, on the day of the 13th, still believes that he will be able to book a table anywhere that

X doesn’t serve family buck-
ets and fries.

In this manner Valentine’s
Day can be turned into a
competition of rivalry and
one-upmanship. The me-
chanical clogs of the male
mind often reason that the
more elaborate the romantic
gesture the more our rela-
tionshiﬁ is seen as a success.
As such Valentine’s Day is
more of an exam, and Yike
disagreeing with views of
your lecturer, the safest bet
is to stick to cliché rather
than explore the dangerous
grounds of originality.

B

OH SHIT. I just looked at
my calendar and realised
it)s' the 10th of February.
Four days until the most
dangerous day of the year.
I'm casually seeing four
girls, but have fought to re-
main technically single.
Valentine’s Day could really
upset this delicate balance.
Are they all going to want
presents? If I turn up to see
them without a card am I
going to get in trouble? Is it
immoral to buy them all the
same card? Too many ques-
tions. Jesus Christ! They're
not expecting me to ask
them out are they?! I can't
Photo: Sophie Robinson | take this pressure.

It must be so much easier
for the emotionally stable

eople in their happy little relationships - here’s a card, here’s some flowers, here’s a neck-
ace. Let’s go have a nice meal somewhere, then back to mine for some pseudo-romantic
sex with a few candles scattered about. Maybe if hes lucky he can bribe his flatmates to
stop cheering through the walls. g

IVEI flatmate’s single too, but he actually has morals, and objects to juggl'mg girls. Lucky
bastard doesn’t know how easy he has if. Maybe I can break his legs and make the excuse
that I have to look after him. Oh CHRIST, how am I supposed to see them all on the same
day? I don’t have that kind of stamina anymore. Maybe when I was sixteen, but I'm
twenty now.. : ;

‘Single’ [that's still what my facebook status says.] on Valentine’s Day...what a night-
mare.

e Boy

DY & N
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SOUTHERN

In 2003 BRIAN SEWELL caused up-
roar amongst gallery-going Gateshead
folk when he claimed that an exhibi-
tion to be held at the Baltic was of ‘to
much significance’ for Tyneside and
should instead be accessible to ‘more
sophisticated audiences’ in London.
is, of course, is the north-south di-

vide at its most potent, fuelling the no-
tion that anything above the Watford
Gap has been posited into part of an
ind%ﬁnable wilderness within which
there is a social, cultural and intellec-
tual vacuum.

I think it’s accurate to state that in
times gone by there were trends and
| temptations to focus the British Art
L| Scene upon southern cultural centres,
(} particularly London of course.

{| Our nation has in the past suffered
(} from distinct divides in many senses,
q whether related'to class, gender, race or

i i e VA, e e e . e O, D, S W W " B

otherwise.

Geographically there existed a similar
story. To put it (far too) simply, the ‘in-
dustrial North” was murky, grimy and

H industrial, whereas images of the Home
(| Counties evoked lea%' anes, trimmed
(| accents and mock-Tudor prosperity.

I find myself using the past tense

{ here almost without thought, as I'm

] unconvinced that there can still exist
such stigma or stereotypes in a modern
age where all aspects of identities and
boundaries are every single day fused
and confused.

On one hand, however, a divide can-
not be ignored, not least in terms of art.

Anyone with a vague interest in art
will have heard of and probably visited
the Tate Britain, but this is a space with
outstanding potential which I more of-
ten than not am slightly disappointed
with.

On entrance to the gallery, the Turbine

reality this never materialises and one
is left fighting through the crowds in a

COMFORT

few cramped upstairs rooms to witness
any part of the permanent exhibition.

I'm of the impression that art-lovers
(and others) are beginning to realise a
new Renaissance for the North. London
is and will always remain a novelty and
somewhere to experience, but it is tint-
ed with an unattractive ‘spacelessness’
and screams of overuse.

The crucial decisions to hold last year’s
Turner Prize in Liverpool last year as
well as the BP Portrait Awards in The
Laing, reflect such a shift in thought,
and indicates a more even ‘spreading’
of new and exciting art across the na-
tion. It must be indicated, though, that
in terms of galleries focusing on pre-
twentieth century art there does exist
more of a divide.

This is in line with the aforementioned
traditional divisions in Britain between
southern cultural centres and north-
ern. outposts. London is home to the
National Gallery, Victoria and Albert
Museum and so on, which are equalled
in %uality by superb venues like the
Barber Institute in Birmingham, or our
own Hatton Gallery, but do not have
the same ‘everyone’s been there with-
out fail’ recognition.

I suppose I'm not adding anything
to my argument by using these exam-
ples, as my general view is that new art
will travel further as cultural centres
in northern England gain the further
recognition they deserve as part of an
inevitable cultural evolution.

The North has opened up and is now
fully recognised on a social, cultural
anc?' intellectual par with the South,
however you might define these two
ambiguous spheres.

Audiences are demanding art up
North, and if current trends are any-
thing to go by, then they will be treated
to more of what can only be described
as a new wave of artistic promise.

Luke McFarlane

"/ HAPPY VALENTINES!?

® This week there is a day that cannot be avoided
® - Valentine’s Day. A day that is both anticipat-
e ed and dreaded, however, mainly the latter.
o Often hated by singles not wanting to be re-
minded that another year has gone by without
® the said ‘partner’, but equally readecr by many
e in a relationship - as to how to behave and to
e What lengths to go to in celebration.

Stuck on ideas? A hint for the boys here, a tn'p.
to the theatre or an art gallery will show you®
are in touch with your cfltura side and is DIF-e
FERENT - no thank you to chocolates, a trip to F
see Noughts & Crosses - yes please. 54
(And I hope my boyfriend reads this...)

Holly Willats

EVERYONE
LIKES
BISCUITS

THE BISCUIT FACTORY is no ordinary gallery, not only can you buy the paint-
ings but the art on show boasts an array of talent, from stunning oil paintings to
playful children’s drawings.

On a Sunday afternoon a friend and I wonder around this bustling gallery and it
almost feels as if we have stepped into a tidied up artist’s studio.

The original aim of the Biscuit Factory was to demonstrate the artistic talent of
the North East, and it certainly does this in a dynamic way, but now it has gone
beyond local talent and we see paintings of Venice and work from Uzbekistan.

e oil paintings by Noel Bensted are beautiful not only in style but also in the
story that they tell, and the photographs by Lee Frost dramatically portray the
Northumberland Countrlyside.

If you are a fan of sculpture or ceramics you will find some real treasures, and
you can even take home a piece of arty jewellery, but unfortunately at a price!

It seems that this versatile gallery provides traditional, abstract and eye-catching
art. I am sure that anyone who visits will find something to their taste.

The Biscuit Factory also acts as a place for parties and a small music venue, and
as I walk around the gallery I can hear the happy playing of a brass band.

So this gallery is bright, welcoming and the art is full of life.
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THIS ’S SHOWCASE: PHIL TURNER

Residential Design: Artists in Residence Project

MY MAIN OBJECTIVE was to create an environment that ‘turns it’s back’ to the harsh indus-
trial surroundings, forming a series of expressive and non-repetitive spaces to help nurture
and progress creativity. .

I wanted to create privacy without using walls, but instead by changing ground levels, and I
wanted to encourage social activity not by allocatinCF certain areas for communal use, but by pro-
viding passages that are centralised and interlinked, allowing for social connection via everyday
routine.

Phil Turner

Opening hours: Sunday and Monday 11 am-5pm, Tuesday- Saturday 10 am-8pm. Entrance is Free.
Stoddart Street, Byker.

Amelia Bingham
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FROM 1841-1999 The Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square
wlz‘s‘ tl\:fu:ant and went under the nickname of ‘empty
pNowadays however it is a place where leading contem-
porary artists can install a piece of their work for up to
two years.

Of course this is a very appealing prospect for most art-
ists, so competition is fierce. This year there are six dif-
ferent artists all hoping that their work will be chosen to
embellish the Fourth Plinth.

Their work is currently bein%:exhibited up until 30th
March at the National Gallery. The Mayor of London will
announce the selected piece later in the year.

Jeremy Deller’s installation, The Spoils of War, is the rem-
nants of a car which was destroyed in an attack on civil-
ians in Iraq, and aims to highlight to the public some of
the consequences of war.

Something for the future is Tracy Emin’s proposal for
the Fourth %’Iinth and is a sculpture of meerkats.

Emin has had an interest in the behaviour of meerkats
for some time as they tend to stick together in groups and
demonstrate altruistic behaviour amongst one another.
She hopes that the sculpture will highlight the need for
unity and safety in modern civilisation.

THE PI.I

Antony Gormley’s One and Other is a truly unique con-

cept.

Cgormley is hoping to encourage members of the public
to constantly occupy the plinth for an hour each, which
le;ill result in 8,760 people participating in the display over
the year.

Hg, hopes that in allowing human beings to occupy the
space viewers will be alerted to the vulnerability of the
individual in society.

A living thing occupying the space will also contrast to
the statues that inhabit the other plinths in the square.

Anish Kapoor’s Sky Plinth comprises five mirrors that
reflect the sky from different angles, allowing us to see the
sky being brought to the groun‘g7 5

It lprormses to be an incredibly beautiful piece, as the sky
will in some way be turned into an actual monument right
before our eyes.

Nelson'’s Ship in a Bottle is Yinka Shonibare’s piece, and
is a replica of Nelson's ship, the HMS Victory, in a giant
glass bottle.

Shonibare hopes that it will mirror how Nelson's victo:
of Cape Trafalgar in south west Spain led to multicultural-
ism becoming such a huge part of British life.

As Shonibare says himself, the work will celebrate ‘the
many cultures and ethnicities that are still breathing pre-
cious life into the sails of the UK.

Bob and Roberta Smith’s Faites L’Art, pas La Guerre (Make
Art, Not WaI\rI) is a structure that reads the title of the piece,
‘Make Art, Not War'.

This message will stand in stark contrast against the
military theme of Trafalgar Square, and the artists hope
that it will change Trafalgar Square from a memorial of
past military conquests to a symbol of hope for Britain’s
cultural and artistic future. The illuminated composition
is also powered solely by the sun and wind, which ad-
dresses the current issue of the need to find renewable
energy sources.

As you can see, it looks as though there is goin to be
tough competition to"find the best installation ?or the
Fourth Plinth.

The work of each artist is certainly worthy to be in the
shortlist, but Gormley’s One and Other really stood out for
me as the idea of actual people occupying the plinth as
opgosed to statues is in my opinion a really original idea
and would challenge the more traditional military theme
of the square. :

I also think that Kapoor’s Sky Plinth is visually amazing,
as its mirrors depict the skKscape as it changes continu-
ally throughout the day which is stunning in itself and
furthermore it will seem as though you can reach the sky
from the ground.

Joanna Sweeney
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NORTHERN
STAGE

SPRING 08 SEASON
NOW ON SALE

HIGHLIGHTS include Ibsen’s classic story of

sacrifice and self-discovery, A Doll’s House;
ncle Vanya; Franz
a’s eerie tale of transformation, Metamor-
tfully mischievous fam-

English Touring Theatre’s
K
hosis; and the deli

ily show The Doubtful Guest.

ith 2 for 1 first nights in Stage 1 and a Money

Back Guarantee in Stage 2, there’s more to life at

Northern Stage.

Log on to www.northernstage.co.uk for details of

the full season.

Tickets and Information: 0191 230 5151

For more information and to book online visit:

www.northernstage.co.uk
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THE GILBERT AND SULLIVAN
# s OEIERY
TAKE THE STAGE

NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY GILBERT AND SULLIVAN
SOCIETY, one of the oldest societies in the union, are putting
on the Mikado on the 14th, 15th and 16th February at the
Royal Grammar School, next to Jesmond metro station.
ilbert and Sullivan is not as well-known as it was when
the society was founded, but their comic musicals are al-
ways crowd-pleasers.
e Mikado is a love sto?l involving typical Gilbert and
Sullivan silliness and lots of mistaken identity, set in Japan.
The cast and orchestra have been rehearsing since October
and are looking forward to performing their first show of
2008.
Tickets cost £7, or £5 NUS and will be available on the door
or from any member of the society.

We look forward ta seeing you there.

/¢ LOVE IS A SMOKE MADE WITH
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IT'S VALENTINES Day this week folks!! For many
this is a cue to be compl):ately cynical and bitter (like
me), or, for those of you living in the land of ‘lurve’,
an opportunity to show your partner how much you
truly care...awww.

Boys, do well and you will be rewarded generously.
You know what I'm talking about. Girls, do well and
there might be a plastic rose in it for you. What can

I say, life’s not fair. Whatever your situation there’s
ample opportunity to partake in the entertainment
E[ut on especially to celebrate this momentous day.
owever, if you are dreading the public displays of
sickly affection and prefer to ignore the existence of
Valentines Day completely then you'll be pleased to
know there’s other options available. For the fashion
enthusiasts, there’s a couple of notable events to jot in
our dJUaQ, Alternatively if you want to be amazed
the UK’s breakdance talent, the annual University
cgampionships takes place soon, and comes highly
recommended by the Pulp crew. (Not that you give a
crap what we think). If hdwever you do find yourself
miserable and alone this week just remember there
is always someone out there worse off then your-
self. I for instance have to deal with the fact the only
thing I'll be getting this Thursday is a card from my
Dad (who will consequently deny he sent it), a heart
shaped biscuit from my mum and a nine 0'clock lec-
ture. Ahhh....life is sweet.

Emily ents

OR A HATER???

FEBRUARY [4TH @ WHQ

World Headquarters are putting on an all encom-
ing Valentines event. Never one to discriminate,
the clubs owner has decided to put on two events,
one downstairs and one u&stzirs.
Downstairs will cater for the needs of those who are
strictly anti-Valentines and attendees are promised an
energising Indie rave, teed to get your heart
racing. Your night will be saturated with Indie clas-

UNIBREK

sics and cheap drinks, and all those love woes will be
instantly forgotten! Alternatively, upstairs is aimed
at those who believe ‘love is faz', and the tunes up
there promise not to stray away from all things loving
throughout the entire evening. That means copious
amounts of White, warbling women and seduc-
tive old smoothies. So, if you have just been dumped
for your best mate, it's probably advisable not to get
the two confused.

Entry fee: £4  girls free before 11.30pm!

FOR THE sixth consecutive year, New-
castle Unive(:)snf'&gltudenl’s Union will be
hosting the ial UK Univetsi?' Break
Dance Championships on S 16th
February.

Featuring crews from Surrey, Pl&;nouth,
Reading, London, Glasgow, ventry
and Leeds universities among others, this
event hopes to further the reputation of
the event and showcase some of the talent
that is very much alive in what is becom-
ing one of the fastest growing subversive
markets in the UK.

Last year eight man crew finalists from
Newcastle and Edinburgh battled it out
with Edinburgh eventually emerging su-
preme on the floor. Also featuring artists
such as Blak Twang, Format and Abdomi-
nal, as well as masses of new talent from
across the north-east and the south, this is
also an opportunity to showcase the latest

P

AKING!

GET LOVED UP

ALRIGHT SO it’s fairly predictable but most of you will be romancing
your loved one this Valentines Day, and bearing in mind we are poor
students, are probably are not tomﬁ,y familiar with the numerous gems
Newcastle has to offer. Or maybe you just prefer to spend your money on
booze. Either way we have compiled a list of recommendations, to ensure
your evening unfolds perfectl%/. Booking is, of course, advised with the
restaurants as you will probably not be the only ones looking to impress
this Thursday.

RESTAURANTS:
>>Blackfriars Restaurant - Newcastle City Centre
£ELE
>>The Fishermans Lodge - Jesmond Dene
£L£E
>>La Gabbia - Sandyford
££ - bring your own booze!!
>>Marco Polo - Newcastle City Centre
£££ 2
>>Tiger Tiger - The Gate>> special menu £40 per couple!
>>As You Like It - Jesmond
£££

4e0sescsscs0cscereccecescsssresssssassssassascsasstesasssssnans

COCKTALL BARS:

>>Apartment - Central Station
>>Tup Tup Palace - Central Station
>>Revolution - Central Station
>>Tokyo - Central Station
>>Popolos ~ Newcastle City Centre

LAID BACK BARS AND PUBS: \

>>Mr Lynch - Jesmond
>>The Forth ~ Central Station
>>The Cluny - Ouseburn

ssecssssssssssssssesssssesesssssssssesstsesnctirrrscenens

ssececesssesssessssessscssssasessensesasassans

in hip-hop music. The or-
ganisgx-s c&m their ultimate
aim is to establish a highly
regarded, well attended, an-
nual event that is proof posi-
tive of the vibrancy of hi

hop culture, student life, but most of alf
the skill involved in bboying. The Live acts
are not the main attraction of the show,
but rather bolster the solid reputation for
the level of dancing witn at the Uni-
champs that is sure to set a new precedent
once again this year.

This is likely to be a sell-out event, so
book tickets early, (available at the Union).

Sophie Robson

wuww.unibreaking.co.uk.

Vesssecsscssesssnsasssssssns

.
.
.

$5000000000000000000000000000000ssss0ssanscssansnsnansans

LOCATION: NEWCASTLE UNION

DAYTIME EVENTS: 1030-4:30PM — TICKETS £2
NIGHT TIME EVENTS: 800PM — LATE - TICKETS £8 ADVANCEAIO0 ON THE DOOR
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CALLING ALL BUDDING DESIGNERS!

FINALLY A CHANCE TO SHOWCASE YOUR TALENT......

FANCY YOURSELEF as the next Lagerfeld, Marc Jacobs or
Vivienne Westwood? Fifth, a new fashion store opening
in the cultural oasis of the Ouseburn Valley, is looking for
new local talent in order to sell and showcase their items.
Elizabeth Okaroh, who is behind the project, said: ‘Our aim
is to support talented designers and artists, hopefully to re-
tain all the talent we can, here in the North East.
Elizabeth, a local fashion designer and model, has teamed up
with friends Nina McDonnall and Luke Kane to promote stu-

dents, postgraduates and undiscovered talent via previews,
shows and oraiﬁinal events.

Ouseburn Valley is the hub of the creative and arts industry
in Newcastle, famed for its arts and music scene and even
boasting its own festival. It is therefore the perfect setting for”
Fifth, which opens in March 2008 on Lime Street.

....... £00000080000000000000000000000000000000000000esseseesesssssesssesssssssssssssssssssesesssessesssscsonsasass

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE THAT SPECIAL SOMETHING THAT NINA AND ELIZABETH ARE LOOKING

AGENCY OF FASHION AND DESIGN

FOR, SUBMIT A SAMPLE PIECE OF YOUR COLLECTION/WORK WITH A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR:

INDIVIDUAL STYLE TO |

CHARITY FASHION EVENT

@ BOX NIGHTCLUB
IN AID OF MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

THIS FASHION show promises to be a
truly worthy event, complete with daz-
zling outfits, a touch of bubbly and a five
hundred strong audience.

The evening will commence with cock-
tails and a cava reception for the first 150
ﬁ:xs(s. Following this, the audience will

en be treated to a spectacular opening
ceremony.

The venue, Box, which has recently been
newly renovated, will be lavishly deco-

rated especially for the evening, contrib-
uting to the events glamorous mood. Spe-
cial Dri Offers are available, and the
event will continue into the late hours of
the night. All proceeds are going to Marie
Curie Cancer Care Charity, so a%l nallit's
a fantastic opportunity for you to make
a difference whilst thoroughly enjoying
yourself! Get there early to avoid disap-
pointment.

>>P;

>>Date: 3rd March 2008
>>Doors Open: Spm

SPRING FEVER’ FASHION SHOW

..................................... sssssssssssssssssssassssaes

>>Location: Box Nightclub
>>Show time: 9-11pm

rice of ticket: £4
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LAST SATURDAY was aworld away from a usual
Union night. Yeah there was music, yeah there was
alcohol; but everything was tinted red, and
gold, we drank rum instead of skittles and it was all
about Bob.

The atmosphere was tranquil, perhaps to some ex-
tent due to S\e slightly sparse attendance and the fact
the event was spread across four rooms; yet perfectly
mirrored the peaceful ethos of the evening. In the base-

UNION ENTS |

BOB MARLEYS EARTHDAY
CELEBRATION
SATUR DAY 2ND FEB@
NEWCASTLE UNION

ment an awesome 3-hour set of live reggae, ska and
funk spanned the evenin,
with Marley greats — Redemption Song sticks in the

mind - and was made all the more stnkmgfy the face
. pearance.

of the man himself projected, beaming, from behind

the band.

INDULGES IN
SOME STAR
SPOTTING!

SPICING IT UP

: OVER THE Christmas holidays
: I was fortunate enough to see the
: Spice Girls in concert at the 02 Arena
¢+ in Greenwich.

. The set was interspersed * k
¢ an hour, in my mind

Although they kept us waiting for
ind this was com-
a certain celebrity’s ap-
ilst waiting, I spotted

promised

: a white-suited perma-tanned fi

A great night appeared to be had by all, whether danc-

ing up a storm in the dancehall-for-a-night

swaying contentedly around the basement or spend-

ing a small fortune at the Rasta Fairy stall. Even better,

the event helped keep the legend and legacy of Marl:ﬁ

alive whilst raising money for a fantastic cause as
roceeds will be Eeading to the Alpha Boys School,
lamaica.

Rachael Atkinson

room, .

with bright blonde hair. It was David
Beckham (in the flesh!!), accompanied

: by his children! I joined in the audi-
¢ ence’s wild cheers and started happy

: sna

: Finally, the Spice Girls walked onto

ing.

+ the stage, and began the evening with
+ one of their number one hits, ‘Stop’.
+ There wasn't a seated bottom in

* arena as, en mass, everyone started

dancing and singing along to them.
They d%en beltedgg:lgt a coEple of old
favourites, and also performed indi-
vidual songs from their solo albums,
except for Posh Spice, who instead,
turned the stage into a catwalk and
pranced down it pretending to be a
supermodel!

The group finished the concert with
their infamous ‘Wannabe’ song, and
a smattering of glitter floated onto
the audience. The atmosphere was in-
credible and it was one of those truly
epic and unforgettable moments that
Ijust knew I would never forget.

Charlotte Hanger

ARE YOU THINKING OF PUTTING ON A NIGHT AND NEED TO SPREAD THE WORD? OR DO YOU WANT TO GET A
RESTAUR ANT R EVIEW. PUBLISHED?? PER HAPS YOU JUST WANT TO A SHARE A RECOMMENDATION WITH THE ENTIRE
NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY STUDENT POPULATION! WHATEVER YOUR DESIRES, PULP ENTS WANTS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS IN ANY

WAY POSSIBLE. IF YOU THINK. YOU CAN HELP US-OR THINK WE CAN HELP YOU THEN EMAIL |
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If you're lucky enough to be circled, you and a friend
| | have won guestlist places for this week’s Solution.
Pop into The Courier office (opposite Cochrane
Lounge) with your smartcard to claim your prize
| | by 10am on Friday (ask for Gemma).
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LESSONS IN LOVE

There’s no getting away from it: ~ joys, blinding and masking the es-
Valentine’s Day is a time when sential personalities in the frozen
thoughts of love and romance are  gestures of courtship.

| S

Bucks Fizz
Manhattan
Margarita
Sea Breeze

e

Havana Zombie
Tequila Cocktail
Harvey Wallbanger
Long Island Ice Tea

Fit these cocktails
in the list into their
correct positions in

the grid.

Mai Tai
Zombie
Sangria
Daiquiri
Kamikaze

Pina Colada
Screwdriver
Cosmopolitan
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thrust upon all of us. But which of
these famous thinkers is responsi-
ble for each of these nuggets of wit
and wisdom on the topic?

A William Shakespeare, poet and
E]aywright, 1564-1616

Mae West, U.S. actress and co-
median, 1892-1980
C Germaine Greer, writer and aca-
demic, 1939-

Love is like quicksilver in the
hand. Leave the fingers open, and it
stays. Clutch it, and it darts away.
4 Love does not consist in gazing at
each other but in looking together
in the same direction

S~

5 When my love swears that she §

is made of truth, I do believe her,
though I know she lies.
6 Love conquers all things except
poverty and toothache.

D Oscar Wilde, Irish poet, play-
wright and wit, 1854-1900

E Antoine de Saint-Exupéry,
French writer and aviator, 1900-44
F Dorothy Parker, U.S. writer and
wit, 1893-1967

o 1) 1 A

1 To loye oneself is the beginning
of a lifelong romance.

2 Love, love, love - all the wretched
cant of it, masking egotism, lust,
masochism, fantasy under a my-
thology of sentimental postures, a
welter of self-induced miseries and
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!l COURIER CROSSWORD :MAGIC NUMBERS

12 D of C = 12 days of Christ- 1984 is a N by GO
The first person to drop their completed crossword into The Courier office (opposite Cochrane Lounge) will

mas. Can you work out the fol- 147 is the MB in S
lowing?
win guestlist for themself plus a guest to this week’s Solution! Crossword compiled by Katya Chatterjee. ey s

2001 ASO | e
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5) Which suspension bridge

;pans the opening of the San
I

ancisco Bay onto the Pacific
Ocean?

15 If “Roses are red” then this
flower is“blue” (6)

17 Skilled (8)

18 “How doIlove  ? Let me
count the ways” (4)

21 Activity requiring two partners
e.g. Tango, Waltz (5)

22 An individual who secretly ap-
preciates someone from a distance
@)

23 In utter confusion or disorder
(55)

8 Tracks made for walking (5)

10 Opera by Giuseppe Verdi (4)
11 To sing or play music to - tradi-
tionally from under a window (8)
13 An ideal world (6)

£

1 Roman god of love and sex (5)
2 Vessel, such as the Titanic (4)
3 for my Valentine : popu-

lar rock band (6)

4 Sweet baked fruit dish (5,3)

5 Shrill whistle or shout expressing
disapproval (7)

6 Besotted with someone or some-
thing (10)

9 A term of endearment (10)

12 Women who are engaged to be
married (8)

14 Bloom: romantic lead
in Pirates of the Caribbean (7)

16 Individual who pays rent (6)
19 When Met Sally: title of a
popular romantic comedy (5)

20 Spanish word for love (4)

1 1 Classic romance film from the
(] 1940’s (10)
i 7 Pertaining to marriage (7)

i 0 3 4
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This week every answer in
the quiz includes a colour. For
example, if the question was
“What is the name of the band
which wrote and performed
“Smoke on the Water“?” then
the answer would be...” Dee
Purple” as “Purple” is a col-
our. Good Luck!

6) Which South London celeb-
rity worked as a dental nurse
before she became a contest-
ant in the third series of the UK
version of Big Brother?

7) Which 1999 film stars Hugh  §
Grant stars as lawyer Michael §
Felgate, an English auctioner §
living in New York City who [J
becomes entangled in his soon-
to-be father in-law’s mafia con-
nections?

Down

1)What was the nickname
given to the 1900’s election in
which in which the Conserva-
tive Party government of Lord
Salisbury was returned to office
with an increased majority over
the Liberal Party? .

) e SV e e e e e L

2) Which two piece Detroit band
released the album ”Elephant”
and “White Blood Cells”?

8) In CS Lewis books, what is
the fourth book in the “Chroni-
cles of Narnia”?

3) Which 1987 off-Broadway
play, made into a movie in
1989, features Julia Roberts as
Shelby Eatenton Latcherie?

4) Which of the British political
parties was formed in Coventry
during 1973 as “People”?

9) In the game Cludeo, what is
the name of the owner of the
house?

Last Week’s Answers: Across 1 Constellation 8 Tsar 9 Visitors 10 Kryptonite 12 Fences 14
Gossip 15 Architects 19 Comedian 20 Ogre 21 Thousand ships Down 2 Observer 3 Syrup 4
Envious 5 Lassi 6 Tatters 7 Oars 11 Gift-wrap 13 Chateau 14 Grinned 16 China 17 Epoch 18

10) Which American rapper re-
leased the singles “Kiss Kiss”
and “Run it”?
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VALENTINE'S DAY eh? Nice to get flowers, send
a card, have a kiss. But let me ask you this: who
) invented the day? Eh?
; Certainly not ole” Valentine himself, sitting all cross
\ legged and raven-haired beneath an old oak tree,
playing the lute with one hand and dropping a grape
in his lovers gob with the other: ‘This wiﬁ be my day,
Geraldine, for I am Valentine: saint of love, patron of
shaggin’...
i eyl No, it'll have been the categorical opposite of ro-
mance: some tiny-eyed, wheezing fat man in a suit,
up all night neglecting his wife, trying to think of the latest money spin-
ner to appease his bosses at the card factory, so he can get back to his
golf swing and his farm porn.

Nice to eat a box a chocolates, with white ones n everything... but
what kinda films do they release for the sticky-pawed adolescents to
shuffle awkwardly into at this time of year, eh? Not good “uns, that’s
for sure. They’ll only be gobbling each other in the back row, ignoring
the action on screen, fumbling for genitalia, walking out red-faced n
bandy-legged like Clint Eastwood when the lights come up - give ‘em
PS - I Love You, they'll never notice...!

Romance should occur arbitrarily in life, like a rainbow or a sunbeam
yawning through a window, or one of them bits when you share a silent
joke with a stranger, not a on a set day of the year, every year...

Valentine’s Day. Nice to ignore it, write mardy gobshite about it, wish
it away...

Beenyeven nicer to have a date, though.

Sam.

. SURVEY :

We asked a hundred of you: what is the ultimate
romantic movie? Your survey said...

1. LOVE ACTUALLY
2. DIRTY DANCING
3. WHEN HARRY MET SALLY
4.10 THINGS I HATE ABOUT YOU
5. ALONG CAME POLLY

NO COUNTRY FOR

OLD MEN

JOEL AND Ethan Coen'’s latest begins on the Texas/
Mexico border, where Llewelyn Moss (Josh Brolin)
comes across the aftermath 02, a Mexican drug-deal
gone awry.

Without thinking, he pockets the two-million dol-
lars left up for grabs, and returns home to his wife.
Unfortunately for almost everyone, he is then pursued
both by the local sheriff (Tommy Lee Jones) and An-
ton Chigurh (a star-making turn by Javier Bardem),
an invincible mop-topped psychopath who slaughters
nearly every character he comes into contact with.

The traditional Coen Brothers humour is still here,
but it’s buried beneath a desensitising amount of bru-
tal violence. This is possibly their best film, yet it relies
so heavily on Cormac Mcg;rthy’s novel that it is hard
to tell who deserves the most credit.

For a Western, the bloodshed is surprisingly arbi-
trary and reliant on chance. People find themselves
strangled, hit by cars, or more often than not killed by
Chigurh'’s trusty bolt-gun, regardless of whether they
are good or evil. The result is a thriller which will keep
Zou guessing until the end. Helped by a unanimously

rilliant cast, No Country For Old Men is a haunting
return to form for the Coen Brothers.

Benjamin Woodward
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DIRECTED BY: THE COEN BROTHERS
STARRING: TOMMY LEE JONES, JAVIER. BAR DEM

7 SWEENEY TODD

DIRECTED BY: TIM BURTON
STARRING: JOHNNY
BONHAM-CARTER

DEPP, HELEN

-

CLOVERF

DIRECTED BY: TODD HAYNES
STARRING: CATE BLANCHETT, RICHARD
GERE, CHRISTIAN BALE, HEATH LEDGER,
JULIANNE MOORE

EVER SINCE that fateful day I went to see
the Matrix Reloaded, I've learnt not to let
myself get too caught up in the hype about
any film, as it only ends in disappoint-
ment.

However, when I saw the trailer for Clo-
verfield I couldn’t help but get a little bit ex-
cited. Thankfully, Cloverfield not only lives
ugto the hype, it exceeds it.

irector Matt Reeves takes a relatively
simple, unfussy plot (something is attack-
ing New York and nobody knows why)
and turns it into a genuinely frightening
and gripping film. Once the action starts 1t
doesn’t dwindle: where some thrillers can
drag or dwell in parts, Cloverfield is relent-
less, not allowing its audience to drift off for
a second.

This isn’t to say that it doesn’t allow for
character development: the great thing

about this film is that you actually care
about the main characters, willing them on
to escape the myserious‘thing’ that is rip-
pintg1 New York to pieces. The fact that it is
all filmed using a hand held camera gives
the film an added realism making the situ-
ation and characters much more believable
and, therefore, the film all the more terrify-
ing. Importantly, for a ‘disaster’ movie, the
special effects are definitely up to scratch,
with a headless statue of liberty no doubt
due to remain an iconic film image for years
to come.

Matt Reeves has achieved a remarkable
thing, making a film with a relatively un-
known cast, experimental use of camera
and a simple plot that is both absorbing and
breathtaking for every one if its 85 minutes.
You'll need a cup of tea and a nice lie down
once the credits roll.

Alison Humphries
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EVER A stickler for the Gothic, Tim Bur-
ton succeeds where many would fail in
translating this Victorian gore fest - slash
musical - to the silver screen.

“There once was a barber and he had a
wife and she was beautiful’... This is pretgr
much the sentiment the plot pivots around,
as Todd, (Depp), loses said wife and his
daughter to tlfe villainous Judge Turpin,
beautifully “hammed” up by the ever ham-
my Rickman.

g:eeking reveniel, Todd enlists the help of
the calculating Mrs Lovett (Bonham-Cart-
er), culinary mastermind to the ‘worst pies
in London.” Together the gruesome pair
cook up a recipe which conveniently sorts
out both the troublesome homicidal streak
Todd develops and the dwindling business
of Mrs Lovett, resulting in lip smacking
pies. Two birds, one stone you might say.

The film stays true to its musical origin,
and although it takes a while to get used to
Johnny Depp bursting into song, the som-
bre composition of Broadway composer

Stephen Sondheim and Burton’s grimy de-
iction of London work perfectly together.
eliciously dark and gruesome, the film

certainly doesn’t hold back on the gore,

yet despite Todd’s slash-happy antics, one
retains empathy with the main character.

Brilliantly portrayed by Depp who, like Ed-

ward Scissor Hands, retains the emotional

burden of Todd’s past throughout the film.
It's not all doom and gloom though.

There’s a vein of romance between Todd's

apprentice and his daughter, and a much

needed glimpse of colour from Sacha Baron

Cohen as the hilarious Spanish con man,

Pirelli. However, the usual gothic genius

of Burton occasionally descends into the

downright depressing. This is a film which
cuts to the point and goes straight for the
jugular.

Frances Kroon
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DIRECTED BY: PAUL HAGGIS
STARRING: TOMMY LEE JONES, CHARLIZE
THERON, SUSAN SARANDON

WHILE THE Tommy Lee Jones film gaining most interest at present is the
“Coen’s brothers overrated No Country For Old Men, the one for which he
has personally been recognised is In The Valley of Elah.

The film, directed by academy award winner Paul Haggis, ﬁ)(\lxts Jones in the
role of war veteran Hank Deerfield who is forced to go looking for his son
when he goes AWOL on his return from Iraq. The film is turned on its head
by what l§eerﬁeld discovers, and he is soon forced to question his belief in the
army and the effect of the war on American soldiers.

ile Elah follows the ﬁattem of many of the Iraq themed films from last
year, it does so in a much less preachy way, and by stickingl with the story
of just one man the film allows the audience to connect much more with the
story.

]orr{es is superb in the film; his portrayal of a man slowly losing his faith in
the service he gave his life to is unsettlingly believable and if were not for
Daniel Day-Lewis in Their Will Be Blood, I'd say he was a shoo-in for the best
actor Oscar.

The film also stars Charlize Theron and Susan Sarandon in what are fairly
basic roles but the film is essentially a one man show and proof that Jones is
one of the best actors around today.

Whilst the final scene of the film does push its message too far; the symbol-
ism being just a fraction less subtle than a sledgehammer to the head; the film
is as good as if not a better than Haggis’s last film and by far better than any
of the Iraq films released last year.

Pete Duggan
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THIS WEEK: A LIFE LESS ORDINARY

IT MIGHT not be one of Danny Boyle’s most celebrated films, but A Life Less Ordinary is
definitely worth watching. Starring Ewan McGregor and Cameron Diaz, it is a story about
love. And kidnapping. And angels. And dreams about game shows.

To be honest, I'm not a hundred percent sure what it’s about other than love, but what I do
know is it’s a very funny, sweet film - a romantic comedy in the best sense of the phrase. The
same stylish cinemato&raphy evident in some of Boyle’s other films (e.g. 28 Days Later) is used
beautifully here as well, and the 90's soundtrack will take you right back to being...however old
you were ten years ago.

Diaz and McGregor play off each other surprisingly well as the mismatched couple - he is a
cleaner who has just been fired and replaced with a robot, she is the rich, spoilt daughter of the
head of his former employers, whom he kidnaps. So far, so boring, but a couple of angels have
been sent down to Earth to make them fall in love. It sounds like nonsense, but somehow Boyle
managed to avoid complete inanity and direct a movie I'm prepared to watch over and over, and
would recommend to anyone who likes their films light, entertaining, but above all original.

Clare Baldwin *,i( * ‘* q‘%

CLASSIC SCENE

#2 NOTTING HILL BY KATIE WITCOMBE

LOVEIT or hate it, Notting Hill is the rom-com that established
Hugh Grant as the world's favour:te floppy-haired leading man
(arguably something that not everyone wants to thank Richard
Curtis for).

Proving that the course of true love never did run smooth, the
film'’s will-they-won’t-they plot culminates in one of the most ro-
mantic, and undeniably cheesy, moments in cinema history: a press conference. Ahem.

Who can forget the stereotypically hard-nosed hacks, the gaggle of “adorably eccentric”
friends or Hugh Grant’s hideous pink shirt? Despite the questionable style of the film and the
downright irvr\lfprobability of the situation, even the most hardened cynic cannot deny feelin
teary when Will admits that he’s been “...a daft prick” (who says that romance is dead?) an
begs Anna to reconsider her decision to leave London for America.

It might just be the down to the fantasy many of us have had about declaring our love for
another to the world, but the word “indefinitely” - Anna’s response to a journalist’s question
about how long she’ll be staying in London following Will’s declaration - will forever more be
imbued with a sense of tear-jerking romance and sentimentality. Classic.
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IT WAS news that has rocked the film community to its
core: actor Heath Ledger died on 22nd January, :

Ledger was a rarity in Hollywood, a household name
who somehow managed to achieve this status by letting
his performances, rather than party antics or political be-
liefs, speak for themselves.

Since his death, I have asked numerous people what
they will remember Ledger for. Many said Patrick Ve-
rona, his character in 1999's 10 Things I Hate About You,
made when Ledger was only nineteen. It was unusual for
a teen movie to star an actor who was actually a teen; and
his swa%t;_]r and charisma in this film illustrated a matu-
rity that hinted Ledger was destined to soar out of the teen
genre, with which so many actors start and finish, and onto
more diverse roles.

The followin§ gear Ledger filled on this early promise,
starring as Mel Gibson's eldest son in The Patriot. But it
was that really made Ledger a force to be reckoned
with, starring in both A Knight's Tale and Monster’s Ball,
two films that categorically could not be more different.
Once again, Ledger triumphed in both. In Monster's he
was heartbreaking as the suicidal son of racist Billy Bob-
Thornton, cementing his skill at handling dramatic roles
and in Knight's managed the impossible task of mak-
ing himself both the man every girl wanted and the man
every guy wanted to be. Ledger was paid $3 million for
A Knight's Tale and clearly could have dominated the
heartthrob market, but instead took a salary of just shy of
$50,000 to make Ned Kelly, an art-house film based on an
iconic outlaw from Ledger’s native Australia. While the
film was less than successful, Ledger continued to rise in
Hollywood and in 2005 he made no less than four films.

Each role demonstrated Ledger’s range, from the stoner
surfer in Lords of Dogtown to the dashing titular hero in
Casanova, but it was his Oscar nominate§ role in Broke-
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back Mountain that the majority of people I asked gave as
their definitive Ledger film. His portrayal as Ennis Del Mar
was an exercise in internalised emotion, a character expe-
riencing forbidden and potentially fatal desires in 1960s
America.

Ledger’s death itself has been surrounded in contro- *
versy. Earlier this month, two American television shows
acquired footage of Ledger talking about drugs at a Hol-
lywood party two years ago. The man he is talking to is
seen snorting a substance, thought to be cocaine, off of a
table, while ger talks about how he used to smoke five
joints of marijuana a day. The networks responsible adver-
tised that they intended to show the footage the followin,
night, but were met with massive backlash from the Hol-
lywood community, including Tom Cruise, Natalie Port-
man and Ledger’s own public relations company. They
subsequently gedded to cancel the exposé.

Perhaps the role I will always remember Heath Ledger
for is playing heroin addict Dan in the film Candy, lendin
this story an extra level of tragedy whether or not his dea
was drug-related. His last role was as The Joker in the next
Batman film The Dark Knight, and early footage has al-
ready suggested somethin% truly stunning from Ledger's
work on this film. Hopefully it will be a fitting epitaph for
one of Hollywood's greats who died before he truly got to
enchant filmgoers for years to come.

In one of Ledger’s last interviews, he said: “I'm not good
at future planning. I don’t plan at all. I don't know what
I'm doing tomorrow. I don'thave a day planner and Idon't
have a diary. I completely live in the now, not in the past,
not in the future.”

Alex Howes
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TOP FIVE
THIS WEEK

1) Dizzee Rascal @ Carling Academy, Saturday
16th February
The Uber-Lord of grime returns...
2) Paramore @ Carling Academy, Tuesday 12th
Febru
'Some:vrﬁere between screaming emo and perfect
}3)0 '~ Gemma Askey

) Music Junkie @ The Cluny, Friday 15th Febru-

MY BLOODY VAL

THERE are so many great gigs this week we hardly
know where to start. Apart from the four luscious nights
we managed to fit in below, and the five best gigs we |
thought we best mention, there is also Beatnicks Boogaloo
Jazz night on Friday night at the Black Swan; Inertia at
WHQ on Tuesday, and of course Valentine’s Day! Over
the page Roz gives us a seriously vital lecture on minimal,
homework attached :) We also finish with a brand new
feature this week: Gemma gives us her summary of re-
leases in the sparkly, sickly world of Cheese. Yes, Cheese
with a capital C.

Also this week we have a brand new golden compilation
from Kitsune, a dandy clubnight in the shape of Paris Is
Burning and Daft Punk release a live album just to remind
you what you missed!

ary
The Ballarats, Left at Montreal and Downfall of
Paris at the Cluny

4) Los Campesinos! @ Northumbria Uni., Satur-
day 16th Fegru

5) Dillinger Escape Plan @ Carling Academy,
Wednesday 13th February
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Ruthy and Jim
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pulp.music@ncl.ac.uk

PREVIEWS _ =L .
PARIS IS BURNING S

§ NEW MONTHLY ELECTRO-RUMBLE WITH SOME OF :
§ THE YEAR’S BIGGEST UP-AND-COMING DJs :THE CLUNY
J2TH FEB

N
il IT SEEMS that every man and his doLE is setting up an electro night in Newcastle
at the moment. Wherever you look there’s lanky students handing out the same
L]
2 ON the 12th June 2007 Kate Nash,
« then aspritely and largely unknown

{
:di generic flyers all s ewinF ‘electro/breaks/tech” and a list of acts that make people
{! wet in the crotch. But all lacking any sort of independent spirit, or crucially, a strong

{/ DJ booking to really lift the night above the rest. So it’s a welcome sight to see Paris Is
i Burninglaunch this month and put the others to shame by actually doing something
fil a leeeetle bit different and hitting Newcastle’s newest underground venue, The
il Northumberland Arms, for an unmissable launch night with Brighton’s hottest
 upstart L-Vis 1990 headling. After spearheading the ‘bass’ revolution in Brighton,
L-Vis will be knocking jaws to the floor with his huge wonk and bassline-house sets.
Confused? Think Crookers, Duke Dumont, Alter Ego, Switch, Boy 8-bit and lots of
% wobbly bassline all over the place! In support will be Paris Is Burning and Eatdisco
resident DJs, who've been carving their name heavily into the local scene with their
underground parties at Moot. With their European Animal visuals accompanying
their electrifying sets, Eatdisco bring the parmherever they go, slginning fuzzy
German tech, glitchy alt disco, setting the benchmark high for those that follow!

Paris is Burning residents will be looking to burn their own trademark sets into
the mind of dance-floor dwellers, and none will be disappointed upon hearing the
relentless barrage of filthy electro that they unleash. Calling up D.L.M, Toxic Avenger,

{ Para One, Yuksek and Herve along wit¥| better known names such as SebastiAn,
Boys Noize, Justice and Sinden, this’ll be a non-stop riot to the very end!

{ PARIS IS BURNING - LAUNCH NIGHT!
FRIDAY 15th FEBRUARY
@ THE NORTHUMBERLAND ARMS (BETWEEN M&S AND ELDON SQUARE,
OFF NORTHUMBERLAND STREET)
i\ DOORS 8PM
FREE BEFORE 12. £3 AFTER
DJS: L-VIS 1990, PARIS IS BURNING AND EATDISCO

¥

L

LPCOMING PARIS IS BURNING DATES:

FRIDAY 7TH MARCH - TRONIK YOUTH (BACK-

YARD/VICE)

FRIDAY 25TH APRIL - JERRY BOUTHIER (KIT-

SUNE/BOOMBOX)

PEITE & THE PIRATES @ THE
CLUNY, WEDS. 13TH FEB

PETE and the Pirates seem to hail from a kind of pop-culture ‘Neverland’,
gl as it were, where Indie music never has to grow up and will continue to flour-
| ish as long as music fans keep on tapging their feet and declaring, “I believe
in lo-fi guitar music!” And thank God such a place exists. The Pirates” prof-
fer good old-fashioned, jan%ling, pop songs, replete with enchantingly rau-
cous harmonies and cheerful melodies. There’s nothin% overly big-and-clever

CRYSTAL CASTLES @
THE OTHER ROOMS
TUES 12TH FEB

THIS is chance you should grab with both hands. Anyone
who was lucky enough to witness Crystal Castle’s last gig
in the very same intimate venue will know why. For those
who didn't, the filthy electro pair are sure to bleep their wa

through an exciting and very original set. With angular vocals

¢ up-and-coming singer-songwriter
« played a particularly joyous set at o
¢ The Cluny. Exactly 8 months later ¢
o and Kate, much maligned by ane
¢ industry that has persisted in turn- $
o ing her into the my-little-Allen she o
® should never have been, finds herself ¢
« residing in the “girls night in’ section «
¢ of HMV. Does a similar fate await $
« Dev Hynes, ak.a Lightspeed Cham-

¢ pion? Feted as England’s answer to ¢ |
. gright Eyes and loved by everybody e
roximately last Wednesday ® |

b since a p
« when The NME made his debut al- ¢

:bum of the week, will being 2008’5: v,
o first it-boy ultimately consign him to o §

¢ the bargain bin? o gives a shit? ®
» This is pop music, there’sno need for o
¢ such austerity, especially when you ¢
e can expect tongue-in-cheek baroque o
* sing-a-longs that go on for 8 minutes. $
« Bring some friends, drink some beer o
* and cross your fingers he’s wearing ¢
o that spider-man costume. This is go- «
® ing to be a right larf

Dave Wingrave
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¢ about these lost boys; they follow neither the current electro/dance trend nor
| the folksy one in the alternative scene. They make you want to jiggle about in
the kitchen whilst waiting for the kettle to boil.

from Alice Glass and sounds reminiscent of an old school vid-
eo game, the fusion becomes something pleasingly melodic.
You might like them if you liked the tune from your Game-
boy. Their ambition is “to write a song that can make the entire
world vomit in unison”; they don’t please everyone’s palate
but if you like inventive music get yourself down there.

3l The Reading four-piece play at The Cluny on February 13th, offering an
Al evening of up-tempo escapism from the mid-term, mid-winter gloom.

‘,“L Anna Coatman 3
O Heather Welsh
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AN OLD friend of mine once articulated her inability to
‘get’ dance music thusl,y; “it just sounds like a modem
starting up, doesn’t it?” Fair enough. But what we’ll be
discussing today, class, is minimal, in all its stripped down
rawness and coldness; music, in short, that sounds like a
modem shutting down and then killing itself. The Leon-
ard Cohen of the dance world - dance music lying dead in
the bathtub of a sordid roadside motel, warm blood bub-
bling from its wrists.

Alright that just sounds cree&r, but then minimal isn’t to
everybody’s taste. You may find it unsettling, discomfort-
ing, even troublini- but {)ou can’t deny its intensity. Steady,
pulsing rhythms, 0013' lips and atonal moodiness are all
aspects of the minimal sound. It's a music that seems to
1 blend into the background, and yet, like a venomous animal
camouflaged against the jungle fauna, waits for the moment
to slither up and bite you hard. It's hypnotic, incessant, per-
sistent and unrelenting.
4| So from which circle of hell was such a sub-genre spawned?
J If you're looking for the roots of minimal you're probably

oinige:ck to the primordial soup to root around amongst

e slime for the first traces of humanity. Minimal takes

music back to basics, stripping it of all the unnecessary fri-

volities and presenting it raw and unsullied, a cold, naked

foetus of sounds. But if you're looking for someone more

[| specific to blame, Kraftwerk are as good a place as any to

(| start. With ground breaking tracks such as “Trans-Europe

(| Express” and “Computer Love” the German purveyors of

( droid-pop made a music that was icier, harsher and more

1 clinical than ever before. Of course, ‘stripping down’ is one

of the basic tenants of rock n roll, inherent in all the classics

{ your dad harps on about, from Lou Reed’s nerve-shattering

“Metal Machine Music” album to the freak-funk psychosis

of the Stooges “Funhouse”. Think of all those great records

’ that sound like they’ve been recorded in a public lavatory
{
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on a rusty old dictaphone with leaky batteries. Powerful
music doesn’t need dressing up; it just needs to look good
naked.
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What makes minimal so remarkable, though, is the amount ]

| of variety within a genre which is based on simplicity. Com-
are the itchy, petulant urgency of Miniale’s “Maximum
inimum”, the warm, rich and organic sounds of Mini-
logue and the haunting sparseness of Robert Babicz’ “Sin”.
Minimal is a hotbed of contradictions; quiet music to be
played at maximum volume, music of simplicity yet depth,
music that goes forward by taking two steps back.

Doing the genre lE)roud with his latest release “A Cheer-
ful Temper” is Robert Babicz, German minimal-techno ex-
traordinaire. The lugubrious nature of his music will alien-
| ate some listeners but enchant others; equal parts eerie and
evocative, Babicz ushers you into a deep k-hole of introspec-
tion with his strange, echoing soundscapes, forcing you on
a strange joum?’ inside your own head. A little esoteric for
a quiet Wednesday afternoon, granted, but just the thing for
spacing out and trying to get grips with the universe and/
or one’s own mortality, if that’s your bag.

Failing that, there’s always the innovative mind bending of

Top left: Trentemoller, The Last Resort; Top right: Gui Bo-
ratto, Chromophobia; Above: Robert Babicz; Right: Booka
Shade, Movements; Five Years Get Physical

Misc, whose passion for slow build ups and ethereal sound
effects that appear to come from another, much more twist-
ed dimension have resulted in them producing some of the
most indefinable and odd electronica going. Sexy, spooky or
just plain sinful? This is techno so base it could be anything
you wanted it to be.

Hamburg’s Egoexpress have an experimental, almost
jazzy take on minimal. Listen to “Beautiful Music” off the
“Hotwire My Heart” record, an audacious, cheeky little
number for those of you who are easily panicked by the dark
and gothic elements of German electronica but enjoy the

v
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il ROZ TUPLIN GUIDES US THROUGH |
THE SUBTLE LAND OF THE MINIMAL|

random, mercurial nature of experimental sound. Sprightly,
energetic and bubbly, the track bounces around down un- |
likely avenues and keeps you guessing till the end. /

Your best route in to tﬁe genre, however, may be the ever- #
popular Trentemsller. Anicy Slavic wind rattling the stained #

lass windows of the church of noise, Trentemgller’s music
is pure black and white, from the throbbing and creaking f}
of “Rykketid” to the hypnotic, curling wisp of smoke that §
is “Vamp”. The atmospheric photograph of a Norwegian
forest on the cover of the “Last Resort” album pretty much D
sums it up. 5

Of course, if you don’t want to start throwing pennies at a fy
Eenre you aren’t yet sure about, next time you're out club-£§

ing why not drop into that basement room you normally
avoid because it once gave you a funny turn, try and absorb ¥
the strangeness and beauty of those dark and disorientating
rhythms. Alternatively there are compilations available to |

ive you a taster of the genre, including the brand new Get |

hysical compilation which features recognisable names { }
such as Booka Shade and M.A.N.D.Y, the folks behind i
the absolutely massive “Body Language”, a track that blew ¥
Ibiza apart and was undoubtedly a major anthem of 2005, &
proving that a love for minimal sound is catching on.

In fact, this may be the start of a minimal revolution, so
maybe its time to ditch that fussy, busy drum n bass non-
sense you never really liked that much in the first place and
get minimal, before all the cool kids get hip to it and make it §
suck for the rest of us! “
Roz Tuplin K
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LISTENING LIST

Booka Shade - Night Falls
Tom Dazing — Ticheldanser
Robert Babicz - Sin
Kraftwerk - Computer Love
M.A.N.D.Y -4 Plus 1

Ego Express - Beautiful Music
Misc - Dance Your Name

0, S, .

ESSENTIAL ALBUMS

Robert Babicz - A Cheerful
Temper ( Systematic)

Gui Boratto - Chromopho-
bia (Kompakt)

Booka Shade - Movements
(Get Physical)

Trentemoller - Last Resort
(Poker Flat)

Ego Express — Hot Wire My
Heart (Ladomat 2000)
Various Artists - Five Years
Get Physical (Get Physical)
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BLOC PARTY —SILENT ALARM.

AFTER modern indie’s glory days of the
early Noughties; when Pete, Jules et al. were
on form and ‘a fender and a pair of Converse’
appeared on many a Christmas wish list, a se-
ries of derivative acts began to clog up record
store shelves (did anyone buy The Bravery’s
album?). The purchase of Bloc Party’s debut
at 9am on the ga it came out was a discovery
of an oasis in a desert of filth. Slick, unpreten-
tious, immediate and undeniably cool, the
provided proof that punk’s clamours of 19
weren't just awesome in their own right but
provide the ideal starting point for creating
a decent indie sound. I urge you to play this m'l 2
masterpiece again. I did today for the first

0 e s P — W0 0 0 o VT AL T . Vot o MO D s P T ot D) Sl D i " 2

ILIVE REVIEW
SFASICK STEVE @ ACADEMY

LOOKING like an extra from the film Deliverance, Seasick Steve, with his slouched
shoulders and dirty grey beard, took to the stage with a swiﬁ from his bottle of whiskey.
Wearing denim dungarees and a white trash vest, Seasick i

age of his Deep South origins, making the boys of Kings of Leon look more like they
were raised on a fine country estate in Gloucester. With only a three string guitar and a
wooden box, he managed to generate as much sound as a 16 piece orchestra. Between
playing songs of heart felt blues, he would tell amusing and intriguing tales of his rags
to riches story; “I used to live under a bridge, now I'm playing in front of 2,000 people.
How amazing is that?” For well over an hour the audience were held captive to Seasick’s
charm, humour and crazy ass solos. Accompanied for some songs by a Swedish drum-
mer, who plays and looks remarkably like
a dull moment. Finishing with the foot pounding Doghouse Boogie, I was left feeling
inspired to grow a beard, take three sh’ings off my guitar, tune them to G, G, B and sing
the blues myself... if only I could grow a

ustrates a stereotypical im-

imal from the Muppets, there was never

eard.

-

time in a while and I'm dripping with joy.
Stephen Norwood

Paul Cantwell
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DAFT PUNK
ALIVE 2007

« THE sonic spectacle that was Daft Punk’s homecoming gig at Bercy,
e Paris last summer has, in the few short months since then, become
il ¢ the stuff of legend, with attendees prone to bouts of ‘greatest show on
e earth” hyperbole. And not without reason. This is Alive 2007, and every |
i ¢ inch of press praise, attention and publicity is well and truly deserve? ‘
» So what, there’s not going to be a DVD? This is the ultimate Daft Punk |
« mix-tape, the pinnacle of live albums and a truly outstanding effort in
o capturmTia scene of sheer euphoria. No mere run-through of the hits,
&l ¢ Guy & Thomas cement their position as the supreme kings of splice,
g * chopping and changing, spinning and shaping the most memorable |
§ s dance music ever into an aural maelstrom. Eacées & Gentlemen, stick |
# ¢ in on the best sound-system you have and just crank it! i

0:10/10

f E Dave Wingrave. Elliot Smith, Emmy The Great, Talib Kweli, Fryars

a: [HE CAVE SINGERS
THE BEDLAM IN GOLIATH

THE Cave Singers seem to be one of those bands that, un-

any time and thorou

fully fuzzy quality t
The whole thing is elo uentlgl understated, muc

band who made it, but if you fancy a really listenable record
it’s well worth checking out.

7/10

Club, Patrick Wolf
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| BOMECHANICAL

. CANNIBALISED .

SAY - anyone know the exact point when underground metal
i started to devour itself? There was a time once where even a
Belle & Sebastian loving wimp like myself could be delighted and
i amazed by the works of bands like the hardcore-and-then-some
Converge, the stunningly technical thrash of Meshuggah or the
| downright psychotic noise attack of Today Is The Day. Yet when
{: I attempt to reacquaint myself with this old flame, it all sounds
strangely conservative and tame, and Biomechanical’s third al-
bum “Cannibalised” steadfastly refuses to buck this trend. Almost
evi?l metal cliché can be found within these ten tracks -the Cook-
ie Monster growls, the double bass drum fills, the barely reheated
death metal riffs, even the obligatory mock-classical guitar inter-
lude - and theg pile up to the point where ‘Cannibalised” doesn’t
so much shock or provoke you rather than feel like you've just
drunk a large mug of Horlicis. You can turn this one up as loud
as you like, but these screams are never going to sound like any-
thing other than sighs.

1/10

Mark Corcoran-Lettice: Radiohead, Captain Beefheart, The Fall, Nick
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KI'TSUNE MAISON 5

y o = 4
%‘ COrtATION ¥
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K|T5UNE MA!'SON COMP .
GOLDEN EPITION .
Viith e B EORiSIVA Yracks From FISCHERSPOONER S <
MUA, CAZALS, DIGITALISM, AVAN BRAXE, THE TEENAGERS, 1 e pe
FEX THE DOG, DOES )7 OFFEND, YOU YEAN 2, DAVID £ SUGAR, (i 1%, 2 =
PIN ME DOWN, AUTOKBATZ, VATE OF THE PIER, DATA, & i .
=
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FRIENDLY FIRES, BITCHEE BITCHEE YA YA YA, 1D, BIG FACE
nae . R——

sney

GOLD EDITION

fortunately, will never get enough recognition regardless |
of how good their music is. Invitation Songs is a magic little
surprise of folky popg?/ happiness that you could chuck on 2
ghly enjoy. Pete Quirk’s vocals aren’t do- §
ing anything new - think nasal Bob Dylan - but they’re also §
not trying to be an{lthing. The whole record has a wonder- #
at feels like a big folky hug, with corkers #}
‘Seeds of Night” and “Oh Christine” really shining through. |
like the

Alice Vincent: The Mystery Jets, Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Bombay Bicycle

eeveccvves

From their early compilations such as Midnight through tos )

their meteoric rise in the Maison series, Kitsune have always®
seemed to pass all expectation placed on their shoulders.,
Even after the juggernauts that were Kitsune Maison 2 ande
3, they still managed to reignite the imagination with the;
indie-fuzz of ‘4. Now thundering further still toward worlde
domination, and with the imminent release of a new fashiong
line, fans were keen to get their grubby mits on this super-
special Kitsune 5 Gold Edition. Seemingly brimming with]
juicy dancefloor fillers, Kitsune keep their indie roots in-
S tact, but manage to take us on a whole new journey throughg
RIRSAE] electro-trance, French jutter-pop and some seriously twistede

A
\

new year - roll on Maison 6!

10/10

Jimmy Asquith: Tom Deluxx, MSTRKRFT, The Toxic Avenger,
Mr Miyagi
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POLARGIDE ™

DEMO EP

-
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WHEN I grabbed this I expected something |
deep and foreboding like Editors, or an
epic throng reminiscent of Arcade Fire. Al- |
ough it contains elements of both, it really
is so much more. Opening track ‘Smoke and
Mirrors” bursts forth with such a great fusion |
of spunky jazz and threatening chords, and |
with singer Matt’s vocals crying over the top
itis a slice of utter enjoyment. With their next |
sessions booked for early this month expect |
some great things from Strangers in 2008.

Chris Mandle: The Whip, One Night Only, The [ ¥
Ting Tings, Palladium
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KIM
FISTOGRAM

NOT content with kicking out the cosmic jams in Australian indie-
dance twosome The Presets, Kimberly Isaac Moyes (aah see that's
why he’s called KIM!) likes to craft robotronic disco 12”s with deep
booty stomps nicely complementing the interstellar trancey synth that
adorns his tracks. And so into 2008 with a new tune, and a hot remix in
the shape of the B-side, which see’s DIM (no relation!) shit all over the
} mid-section with bowel-emptying results. As soon as the track takes
3| it’s first steps into DIMs post-noisecore hell, cataclysmic robo-guitars
o strike, showering the unexpected listener in euphoric module-morphed
9 bass! Love this?! Then dig out Wet ‘N’ Wild from last year, and be treat-
@l ed to more Austro-electric madness.
@
\ Jimmy Asquith: Tom Deluxx, MSTRKRFT, The Toxic Avenger, Mr Miyagi
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DAVID FORD

'M ALRIGHT NOW

‘I'm Alright Now’ is the third single from David Ford’s amazing second album, ‘Songs For The
Road’. Typical of the majority of Ford’s songs, ‘I'm Alright Now’ is a brilliant mixture of beautiful
heart-felt lyrics and soft, romantic instruments. Tackling depressing issues such as regret and self-
loathing, but showing that they can still lead to happiness with a helping-hand from love, Ford clearly
shows his ability to write songs about complex ancF differing emotions. If he continues to write songs
quite as good as this one, it can only be presumed that David Ford will be far better than alright.

Daniel Whyley: Taking Back Sunday, Brand New, Death Cab For Cutie, The Format

SHERYL CROW
LOVE IS FREE

Inspired by the natural disaster in New Orleans, Sheryl claims that ‘this is the most honest record”
she has ever made. Unfortunately her good intentions are tarnished with a sickly insincerity that
hardly differs from the Crow we knew and left behind somewhere in the mid 1990s. However, if
you’ve missed the all too happy, clappy, sappy female folk from your youth then this may prove a
familiar and satisfying dose of ‘good Samaritan” rock.

Petra Costandi

GEMMAS CHEESE
SLICES

CHEESY HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK!

CHEESY releases this week include the comeback sin-

le from ex-3SL member Andy Scott Lee, ‘Unforgettable’
%:heck out page 5 for an exclusive Courier interview with
Andy!). Everyone's favourite Scottish band, The Proclaimers
are also making a long-awaited return with their new single
‘New Religion” - not quite as cheesy as ‘500 Miles’, this is
still guaranteed to get you singing along. I\fg1 favourite for
this week, although not strictly cheese, is The Feeling's ‘I
Thought it was Over’ - buy it now!

Gemma Davies

j

remixes. An absolutely ground-breaking compilation for thej ¢
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B BETSY POWELL floats through her time in Venice, and advises
where to romance your loved one to leave them watery-eyed

WITH FEBRUARY comes Valentine’s Day. For
couples comes the pressure of finding a suit-
able gift and the spending on the day itself.
Maybe you'll treat or be treated to dinner but,
we're not in school anymore folks, so, if you
really want to make an imiression, what bet-
ter than whisking your lucky other half away
for a dirty few daKs? Paris? Forget it, could you
get any more clichéd? Tom Cruise proposed to
Katie Holmes on top of the Eiffel Tower for
god’s sake. No, cast your search a little wider;
think of canals, of quaint bridges, of lagoons,
of ancient buildings steeped in tradition and
finally, gondolas; think of Venice.

Venice may appear as cli-
chéd as Paris in tfxe romance
stakes but it is that little
further a field, it represents
slightly more imagination,
more than a trip from St
Pancras station. More im-
portantly, it's future is far
.more uncertain. With rising
tides and changing weather
becoming more apparent,
Venice is threatened by dev-
astating floods. By the grace of god, Paris will
remain standing throughout your lifetime, vis-
iting Venice however may become a little more
dlfﬁgcult unless you have your PADI training.

You fly into Marco Polo airport and if your
captain is feeling particularly generous he will
circle first over Venice for some fabulous views.

Our pilot was clearly less interested in tour

Fuiding and more with hitting the arrival time.

might add at this point, that my experience of

Venice is limited to spending time there with

three equally as Fiddy and excited girls as my-
o

self. The mood for love didn’t affect us unless
you count gawping after some especially tasty
gondoliers.

It is very easy to get a taxi across to the island.
It is fairly straightforward to locate the bus sta-
tion (right outside the terminal, although it took
us some time: we were rather preoccupied com-

osing new lyrics to “Hun Eyes”, instead

ocusing on one woman with a wedgie, result-

ing in the unsurprising version “Hungry Ass”).
You buy your tickets for the bus in the airport,
but I really recommend getting a taxi; there is
nothing wrong with the buses but they do tend
to have a habit of dropping you at some remote
stop and without the necessary command of
Italian, this can be slightly worrying.

St Mark’s Square;
home to thousands
of pigeons. If you're

feeling naughty, throw
some seeds towards
unsu?ectinl% tourists
and watc

scatter in total panic

But where will your taxi drop you? Well, one
hopes your hotel. But where is that? For the
most ease, search for a hotel or hostel on the
actual island. There are plenty around, ranging
hugely in price but rooms go incredibly fast so
you are advised to book as far in advance as is
feasible. (Rather putting a dampener on an im-
promptu trip I know).

On the other hand, if your budget doesn’t
stretch that far, there is a great campsite on the
mainland, where you can rent a heated cabin
for a pittance and a ferry two minutes from the
site takes you over the water.

That first trip over the water to Venice is un-
forgettable. Buildings present
themselves for artistic capture.
You'll pass several much small-
erislands bearing a resemblance
to leper colonies so empty and
remote they seem yet somehow,
also full of excitement.

Once in Venice, what to do
first? I recommend getting your
bearings in a number of ways.
First, you can simply wander
around the streets. You'll hap-
pen upon idyllic houses, lopsided as they meet
canals. You'll wander down a tiny narrow street
and suddenly stumble into a Freat open square
complete with immense and fantastic churches,
topped with huge domes and decorated with
gargoyles. If you're very lucky, it might even be
scaffold free and if you're truly blessed, there'Il
be a gelateria tucked into a corner. “Ice cream?”
I hear you cry. Most definitely. Italian ice cream
is legendary and regardless of the weather, it
must be tried. I strongly suggest you pick a
scoop of nutella flavour with
some stracciatella for light relief. T

If you are not one for aimless
strolling, make your way to the
Grand Canal and there hop onto
vaporetto 1. The vaporetto will
take you right up and down
the canal, up to and under the
famous Rialto Bridge. You can
jump on and off as well so if any-
thing takes your fancy you're a free agent.

Once you've seen the Rialto from the water,
you'll want to see it from land as well. Buy a
map (an absolute essential, though not more so
than ice cream), and you'll easily find your way
there. I guarantee it’ll be quite crowded - there
are stalls all over the place flogging cheap tour-

them

to watch a sunset

from the Rialto Bridge.
You'll probabl

jostled by others but it’Ses and glass blowing respec-

well worth sharpening tively.

your elbows for

istly; rubbish. Surprisingly, this beautiful bridge,
subject of so many artistic endeavours, is cov-
ered in graffiti; whether you think this is des-
ecration or not is your decision.

Try to watch a sunset from here, you'll proba-
bly be jostled by others but it is definitely worth
sharpening your elbows for.

Next up, St Mark’s Square; home to thousands
of pigeons. Again, you'll find this landmark
easily. You can buy a pack of seed or corn for
a handful of euros and the birds will flock to
you; they will perch on your head, arms, back,
anywhere; after the feeding frenzy you will be
covered in angr?r red scratches and very pos-
sibly, bird shit. I write from experience; of the
scratches that is, not the shit. For some this is
unmissable, for others, to be avoided at all costs.
If you're feeling naughty, throw some seeds to-
wards an unsuspectin‘% tourist and watch them
scatter in total panic. We found groups of Japa-
nese particularly susceptible.

From the feeding of birds to yourselves, food
here is great. There are many shops with open
fronts selling panini and foccacia, with prices
varying on how close they-are to tourist traps.
Restaurants abound, the same rule applies re-
garding price. Wherever you go, you are rather
certain of getting good pizza and antipasta, but
for an aperitif, you must sample a peach bellini;
born in the local “Harry’s Bar” they are a divine
way of causing liver failure.

Romancing couples cannot miss a gondola
ride. The rate is exorbitant but you should never
deny your lover anything they want. Make sure
someone is on hang to take a photo as evidence.
There are museums aplenty here to amuse the
more cultural visitors, as well as some truly
amazing churches.  Just
across another stretch of wa-
ter lie the islands of Burano
and Murano where you can
witness sinfully brigKt hous-

be

Whatever takes you to
Venice, whether it is a
cheeky Valentine’s present,
or something more innocent, you won't be
disappointed. There’s perhaps not much to
interest the traveller for longer than a week at
most but what there is is breath taking and well
worth making the effort for. Remember, this ar-
chipelago connected by bridges may soon be as
obsolete as Atlantis.

B CORDELIA ROSA

My favourite of all the cities is our
great capital, London. This is partly be-
cause I am a Londoner and therefore it
would be wrong for me to choose any other
city but mainly it is because it is the most
culturally diverse but at the same time so
very British.

The bi% double-decker red buses, Buck-
ingham Palace, the changing of the guards,
Mme Tussauds, Portobello market, and of
course the tube... There is always something
to do in London: theatre in the West end, tea
at the Ritz, art exhibition at one of the many
art galleries, you can never get bored.

It’s the priciest of all the cities but nowa-
days with your Oyster card there are lots of
good deals. The bustling, busy, cosmopoli-
tan atmosphere is exciting and with your
friendly P.C Plod standing on most main
street corners there is always someone there
to make you feel safe or just give you direc-
tions.

As a self-confessed shopaholic London
is definitely one of the top 5 cities in the
world for shopping, if you're not willing to
spend a fortune at Harrods, Harvey Nicks
or Selfridges there is always Camden or Spi-
talfields markets not to mention the millions
of charity and second hand sho?s. : !
.My favourite abroad destination
is Bali. The people there are friendly, the
weather is good and the cocktails are cheap.
It's a favourite party destination for the Aus-
sie surf bums but only half an hour outside
the party town there are beaches and a real
authentic Balinese experience. :

T'he two things I can’t travel without
are, my St Christopher , the Patron Saint of
travels, necklace and my digital camera...

A story from my fravels that I told
and retold many a time is one from m
gap year when I was in Ecuador. I was wit
a group of girlfriends and we happened to
bump in to a group of guy friends who were
travelling more or less the same route as us.

Our meeting turned in to a raucous night
out with tequila shots a plenty. Three of the
boys got rather over-excited when the Full
Monty song came on and proceeded to take
their clothes off and start dancing on the bar
naked...

The bar men phoned the police, the police
arrived and two out of the three boys man- |
aged to run away one however did not. He |
was promptly arrested and taken to the Ec- |
uadorian male prison, not a nice place. He |

| was fully clothed for his night in his cell but |
| was so scared of the other inmates that he |

set fire to his socks to keep people away. |
He was released the next day, hung over |
and a lot more subdued. A lesson to us all: |
never dance naked on a bar in Ecuador. I
I miss snuggling in my duvet on the |
sofa in front of T4 Sunday with Miquita OI-
iver and Steve Jones when I'm away from |
the UK. ; ity 2
The next travel destination on my
list is Cuba - I want to go there before the
mighty Fidel Castro - dies, because I want
to speak Spanish, dance Salsa, drink Rum
and coke and smoke a couple of “proper”
cigars. I am also hoping to have a “Dirty
Dancing 2; Havana nights experience”.
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Win! A trip to Ibiza and a Malibu Soundclash for your Union!

Students get the chance to win a Mal-
ibu Super Soundclash for your union
... plus a holiday in Ibiza!
| For a second year running, Malibu
|brought their award winning Sound-
iclash” extravaganza to universities
across the country. The tour hit over
27,000 students at 25 different uni’s
cross the UK!
Take a look at all of the fun and frol-
cs that took place and see our exclu-
ive event pictures at www.malibus-
undclash.com

Although Newcastle University
was not visited by the infamous
Soundclash tour, here is the chance
for your readers to win this amazing
event at your union!

Here’s what you have to do to
win...

Get online now at www.malibu-
soundclash.com and tell us, in 20
words ‘“What is the best night you
and your mates have had at Uni so
far.”

Don’t think that by entering the
competition only once that your uni-
versity has it covered though! Every-
one needs to get involved and inter-
acting online to increase the chances
of winning the Super Soundclash!

The person who submits the win-
ning entry will get the chance to
pack their bags, grab their mates and
enjoy a sun filled weekend of fun in
Ibiza sponsored by Malibu!

So what is The Malibu Sound-

my newcastle

ave you got a picture that epitomises Newcas-
e for you? It might be a favourite city view or a
picture that shows your best night out with your
iends for some reason. Whatever it is we want
D see it! Send your snaps, along with a short de-
ription of why the photo shows ‘My Newcastle’
D editor.union@ncl.ac.uk. The best photo of the
‘ear could be chosen to be the front cover of next

ear’s Alternative Prospectus!-

s{ob shop
istings

To app}y. for the positions below,
i

just call into the Job Shop when we
are next open and bring along your
student smartcard every time you
visit. . These positions and many
more are also listed online at www.
unionsociety.co.uk.

Vacancy 5203 - Elections Assistant -
One Week only
Job description: The Students” Union
at Northumbria Universitzl is seek-
ing additional help to staff elections
stands across campus, encouraging
students to vote in the online elec-
tions and also ensuring that both
dandidates and voters adhere to elec-
tion rules during the elections from
11-13 March. You will need to en-
sure that candidates do not encroach
on the voting area, advise voters
and see that tEe voting process runs
smoothly and fairly.
erson specification: You should be a
ood communicator, very enthusias-
c and committed. Most of the work
ill take place the week of 10 March,
ut you will also need to attend some
aining and briefing sessions the
week before, and interviews will be

BY JOE CURRIN

“I took this photo in the car park on top of John Lewis.
Although it 1s not obviously a photo of
omises to me the interesting and unique places that can
be found across the city. If you haven’t been up there yet
it is worth a visit to see the great view.”

ewcastle it epit-
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clash?
A unique event unlike anything your
union has witnessed before! Two
sound systems and some of the fresh-
est DJ talent, will battle it out live on
stage for your musical pleasure, to
decide once and for all who rules
on the decks; Eastside or Westside?
If you like what f'ou hear and want
to keep the DJ playing, scream and
shout to show your appreciation and
he’ll keep on spinning those records!
Oh and there’s more... At the SU-
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SOUNDCLASH

PER Soundclash Malibu will provide
not only one but two world-class DJ’s
to grace the decks on the night!
all of the excitement and danc-

ing simply gets too much, look for
that distinctive Malibu bottle and
enjoy a refreshing Malibu and Cran-
berry cocktail, served with a measure
(25ml) of Malibu, topped up with
Cranberry juice, plenty of ice and a
sharp twist of fresh lime - the perfect
way to enjoy the party with mates.

Like the sound of it?

So what are your students waiting
for?

Terms and conditions apply - please
visit www.malibusoundclash.com
for more details.

held on 20 February.

Hours of work: 10-15 hours total
Start date: 10/03/2008 Con-
tract: One week (plus training w/c
03/10/2008)

Rate of pay: £5.59/hour

Closing d%te: 18/02/2008 at 12pm
Location: Northumbria University
Campus

Apply by: Calling into the Job shop
for the application details when we
are next open

Vacancy 4959 - Student Assistant
Dance Teachers - URGENT

Job Description: A children’s dance
school with locations in Jesmond and
Gosforth is seeking assistant student
teachers for ballet and tap stage jazz.
You will be working in Jesmond on
Mondays and Tuesdays, and in Gos-
forth on Thursdays.

Person specification: Reliability is of
the utmost importance. You must
have Ballet up to Grade IV to assist
in ballet classes; level is not impor-
tant for tap stage jazzing. You must
be very good with little children as
most pupils are between 4 ?lears and
9 years of age. You should have a
happy personality and be able to
work along beside the teacher or
sometimes on your own.

Hours of work: 3.15-6pm on Mon,
3.30-4.45 on Tues, 3.30-4.30pm on
Thurs

Rate of pay: No less than NMW;

I want to buy a mobile phone with a con-
tract which ones are best?
¢ Be very careful when
mobile phone contract as there are a few
issues
* See
that you can
costs.

e If you are being offered a cash back

deal make sure you FULLY understand

the terms and conditions of that cash

back before you sign. -
* Do you really need all the extras that

* Make an agpointment to see an advis-
er in the SA!

as soon as possible as you

will not have cancelled off one supplier,

before starting with another one, and

that is why you have two bills.

* Some suppliers %romise lots of things
C

to get you to swit
liver.

CONSUMER ISSUES

urchasing a

ou need to check out.
ow long the contract is for and
ord to pay the monthly

come with that contract?

* If not consider a an as you go where
you can keep trac

you use it.

* If in doubt don't si

of your money as

and come to see

an adviser at the Student Advice Centre

(SAC)

I have switched energy supplier and
now I have two bills, what should I

do?

mone
.

and then do not de-

Ehl:lought a laptop off an internet bid-
- what can I do?

» Firstly, contact the seller to see if the
item is delayed due to illness or holi-
day. If you receive no reply then send
a second email to the seller to give them
chance to reply.

e If you still receive no reply then con-
tact the internet site to complain and
give the seller negative feedback.

* If the item cost
you paid through I’agpal then you can
try to claim through

site and the item has not arrived

ou more than £50 and

aypal to get your
back.
ture

In you should check all seller

feedback before bidding and make sure
they are not asking for direct transfer of
money or through another money trans-
fer service.

Where can I find out more informa-
tion?

Contact the SAC on 0191 239 3979 or
check out our website at www.unionso-

ciety.co.uk/sac

considerably more for experienced
erson

gta:t date: Ongoing Contract: 1 to 3
years

Closing date: On§oing
Jesmond and Gosforth
Apply by: calling into the Job shop
for the application details when we
are next open

Location:

Vacancy 5198 -
Sports Coaching
]o% description: An organisation
based in the Newcastle area provides
multi sports courses for children
aged 5-14 years during their Easter
and Summer school holidays. They
are seeking motivated and dynamic
sports coaches to help throughout
one or both of these periods.

Person specification: A wide varie
of sports coaches are needed. Appli-
cants should have Governing Body
Coaching awards and experience of
coaching within their chosen sports.
Hours of work: 30-40 hours/week
during holidays

Start date: Easter or Summer 2008
Contract: Seasonal - during holidays

Easter/Summer

[e)
Ratg of pay: Above NMW (will de-
gend upon experience)

losing date: Summer 2008 Loca-
tion: Newcastle - Jesmond and Hea-
ton
Apply by: Calling into the Job shop
for the application details when we

are next open

Vacancy 5194 - Higher Education
Summer School - Newcastle Uni-
versity

Job description: 55-60 undergraduate
Student Representatives are needed
to work with groups of up to 10 Year
10 students (aged 14-15 years) dur-
ing the residential Higher Educa-
tion Summer School at Newecastle
University. The aim of the summer
school is to raise the awareness and
aspirations of local pupils towards
higher education. You will co-ordi-
nate your group and act as a mentor
to provide help, support and encour-
agement to the pupils. You will need
to stay for 2 nights at Castle Leazes
with your group.

Person specification: No experience
is required. You will need to be en-
thusiastic, energetic, hardworking
and responsible. You should enjoy

WwWww.corusgroupcareers.com

working with pupils, organising and
participating in team activities and
providing help, support and advice
to others. The work is rewarding
and fun (and looks great on your
CV) but is also extremely demand-
ing. Note that you will be required
to undertake an Enhanced Disclo-
sure through a CRB check.

Hours of work: All day + overnight
stays

Start date: Wed 02 July 2008 Con-
tract: 3 days - until Fri 54 July 2008
Rate of pay: £215 total

Closing date: 29/02/2008 Location:
On campus

Apply by: Calling into the Job shop
for the application details when we
are next open

The Student Job Shop is located
on the first floor of the Union
Society Building. Our term-time
opening hours are Mon - Fri
10am-2pm.
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COURIER
CLASSIFIEDS

07964921116

Send in your Happy Birthday mes-
sages, general banter, dating re-

uests and sales listings to Courier

lassifieds. If you want to advertise
for a new roommate or maybe you're
looking for a room or if you've got
books to sell then text us on the
number above. The only cost is the
text itself.

YOUR TEXTS

Big jock knew! I agrre it needs to
spread.

Rag week was great. Claudia you
were super fit.

Can you tell Wendy to stop having re-
ally loud lesbian sex, I can’t look her
in the eye anymore.

Tell Wendy to stop dry humping me.
love her fnyghtened flatmate.

I'd just like everyl reading this 2
know how awesome ben potter is n i
cudnt think of any1 better 2 love over
valentines day. I'hope I can spend a
long life snuggling into his curly (and
straight) hair. Oh my god ben potter.
You're my 1st, my last, my every-
thing. Love ya loads. Brid. x x

SALES

No messages this week

DATING

Hot gay man wanting a date! tall dark
with a sexy accent! Interested? meet
me at the next full moon outside the
union!

I need a date for valentines day? any
offers? I will put out!

One horny lesbo hooked on pineap-
ple juice, wants the final ingredient to
make her pina colada

BIRTHDAY TEXTS

Happy 21st birthday to becky no
breasts

HOUSE HUNTING

No messages this week

TELLY BOX

2008

WERE ARE THEY

Clueless about careers? If you're in a panic about what job is for you, let The
Courier ease your worries by looking at where Newcastle graduates are today
and how you can do the same...

Name: Natasha Holroyde

Year of Graduation: 2005
University Subject: Politics and
Histo

Job Title: Class Teacher

Company: South Avenue Junior
School

Past Working History/How did you
get to where you are today?:
After university, I moved back
home. Having done the Students
into Schools module at Newcastle, 1
had decided that I would like to be
a Primary School Teacher. However,
I was too late to apply for the PGCE
for the year I graSuated. So I had a
year of work, in an insurance claims
centre (because I was unable to find
any education related work) while I
?{pplied for my PGCE. I was still un-
ertaking work at a children’s holi-
day club, during the school holidays,
so I did have some related work ex-
perience. I was successful in apply-
ing for the PGCE, so began that in
September 2006 at Canterbury Christ
Church University. This was a really
hard year, and very intense with lots
of essays and theory work, coupled
with practical placements in schools.
It was very hard to find a job after
the PGCE as there were hundreds
of graduates, and a lack of new po-
sitions for us to apply too. I applied
for over 50 positions and was invited
for a number of interviews before I
was successful. T have been in this job
since September 2007.

Describe a typical day in your job: I
arrive at school at about 8am and pre-
pare for the day ahead. This might in-
clude gathering resources needed for
the lessons, setting up the interactive
whiteboard with resources, markin

work, liaising with the TA - it is dif-
ferent every day. At 8.45 the children
start arriving, and we commence les-

Ben Woodward

| . | PR - A ¥
Student Classic Walk

Hollyoaks, Channel 4, Weekdays
6.30pm.

Whatever could creepy Niall want
with poor Michaela? Probably what-
ever Mercedes currently sees in sister-
shagger Rhys. Top-notch entertain-
ment as usual, and there’s something
endearingly messed-up about lovely
Zoe falling for the, er, dashing Mike

Barnes. A step-up from Darren? Of
course it is

sons until 10.30, when we have as-
sembly. Break is from 10.40-11.00 but
it is very unlikely that I get a break
— there are usually more tﬁings to set
up, or issues to be dealt with from
the morning sessions. Then we have
more lessons until lunchtime - 12.15.
After lunch, we continue through the
afternoon with more lessons until
3.15. After school, you spend time
tidying the classroom and prepar-
ing for the next day, and usually
try to get some marking done. The
will usually be discussions with col-
leagues about any incidents or issues
that have been raised in school that
day. It is not unusual to be at school
ufr}til 5.30 finishing various things
off.

What did you wish you’d known
when you first left university?:

That however much you have learnt
at university about your subf'ect, or
about Kourself, there are still many
more things for you to learn. You are
constantly learning every day.

What makes you employable?:

My experience of Students into
Scﬁools elped my get into my PGCE
course, as they are keen to see rele-
vant experience within the education
sector. University really built up my
confidence in myself, and it present-
ing myself to other people. The vari-
ety of experience that I had helped
to show employers how much you
have to offer, and what sort of per-
son you are.

Best thing about gfour job:

Every day is different. Seeing the
moment when a child finally under-
stands something that you have been
trying to teach them, that really helﬁs
remind you why you are doing the
job, and why it is important.

Worst thing about your job:

The constant stream of paperwork
that we are expected to complete.
And the Government’s decisions to
change things in schools nearly eve-
rK year;, usually going back to some-
thing that was changed a few years
before. This lack of continuity makes
it hard to become settled into the job,
and really improve your skills.

Why should someone do your job?:
If you like working under a lot of
Eressure, and are prepared to work

ard - but are aware that not many
people will appreciate you for it,
then you can teach. Even though
most days you do not appreciate that
you are affecting someone’s life, you
are in a unique position in that you
are shaping what sort of person these

children are going to grow up to be.

Vo

Friends/Scrubs,
5-7pm.
Simply because they’re on E4 100
times a day by law. Why not make a
ame of it? Down a drink every time
onica shrieks or J.D looks like he’s
going to cry as he has one of his daily
epiphanies. Warning: You may need
your stomach pumped after the first
ten minutes.

For all the flat/Nigh

E4, Weekdays

MADE, MTV, Weekdays 7pm.

editor.union@ncl.ac.uk

THIS WEEK: Teacher

Even if you only make a very small
difference, you will still have made
one.

LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR?

Then let the Careers Service help you
out!

What are the main skills and quali-

ties I need to demonstrate for this

job?:

>> enthusiasm for the subjects you

teach

>> the ability to develop good work-

ing relationships with a wide range

of people

>> commitment to working with pu-

Eils, parents and carers o? different
ackgrounds and different levels of

ability

>> the ability to work in a team as

well as use your own initiative

>> good organisational and time-

management skills

>> the ability to manage classes and

deal with challenging behaviour

>> excellent communication skills

>> patience and a good sense of hu-

mour. (Source: Learndirect)

Where do I find out more informa-
tion about this job?:

The following websites can help you
research this career:

>> The Training and Development
Agency for Schools (TDA) website
(www.tda.gov.uk) contains informa-
tion on every aspect of becoming a
teacher. They also have an advice
line 0845 6000 991 if you have any
specific questions.

How do I train to be a teacher?:
There are a number of different
ways to train as a teacher including
a PGCE, SCITT (school based teacher
training) and Teach First. The most
popular route is the PGCE.

A‘fplications to study on a PGCE
and SCITT are made through the
GTTR (www.gttr.ac.uk). An ex-
tremely important part of the appli-
cation form is the Personal Statement.
There is information available on the
Careers Service (www.careers.ncl.
ac.uk/occupations) and TDA (www.
tda.gov.uk) websites on how to write
?:our personal statement. Once you

ave a draft of your personal state-
ment you can call into the Careers
Service and get a Careers Adviser to
have a check through it - no appoint-
ment necessary.

An alternative option is Teach First
which is a two year programme
where students work in challengin
secondary schools in London an
Greater Manchester. Alongside train-
ing to be a teacher, participants also
study leadership/business skills. For

You can’t help but admire the de-
luded optimism of that fat kid who
wants to be an all-star Football play-
er/unfriendly goth who wants to be
Prom Queen. And they always learn
a valuable lesson, of sorts, about ac-
cepting who they are. Well not really,
but it is MTV.

wover Choice
The Jeremy Kyle Show, ITVI1,
Weekdays 9.25-10.30am.
Ah, the therapist who never solves

anything. Admittedly not a great
choice if loud noises (such as scream-

details on Teach First and how to
apply see their website (www.teach-
first.org.uk).

How can I find work experience to
help me get into this job?

Before applying for teacher training,
getting school-based work experi-
ence is highly recommended and
for some courses is essential. The
TDA recommend that you complete
a minimum of three weeks work ex-
perience if you are interested in pri-
mary teaching and one week for sec-
ondary teaching. Ideally you should
try to experience both the primary
and secondary, even if you think you
already have a preference.

There are a number of ways you can
get school based work experience:
>> Students into Schools (www.
careers.nclac.uk/cu) allows you to
gain experience in a primary or sec-
ondary school and gain academic
credit towards your degree
>>Students Associate Scheme (Www.
careers.ncl.ac.uk/cu) - paid work ex-
perience in a secondary school. Pri-
mary opportunities are very rare.

>> Alternative work experience, such
as community work with young peo-
ple, can be extremely valuabFe but
should not be a substitute for school-
based experience. Contact SCAN in
the Student’s Union for details of
possible opportunities (www.scan.
ncl.ac.uk) ;
>> The Experience teaching section
of the TD/E website (www.tda.gov.
uk) has information on other ways
you can gain relevant work expe-
rience including Three-day Taster
Courses, Students Associate Scheme
and Visit a Classroom.

>> Contact schools directly to see if
they are able to offer you any work
experience.

How much will I get paid?:

From September 2007 newly quali-
fied teachers (NQTs) in England and
Waleswillearn£20,133 ayear (£24,168
in inner London). Headteachers in
Inner London can expect to earn up
to £104,628! Teachers are paid to pay
scales set by the Government and de-
pending on isrfommnce can expect
to move up this scale each year. For
full details of the salary scale see the
TDA website (www.tda.gov.uk)

Call in and see us - we are on the
2nd Floor of Armstrong Building
and are open from Mon-Thur 10:00 -
5:00, Fri 10:00 - 4:30 or visit our web-
site www.careers.ncl.ac.uk

To get in contact with Newcastle
graduates yourself, visit www.ncl.
ac.uk/connections.

ing) are liable to hurt your sensi-

tive little head. Yet Jezza is, in some
weird way, feel-good TV. After all,
however bad you may look and feel,
it can’t possibly be as bad as these
people do.

I 1
UVICK OF {

Skins, E4, Monday 10pm.
Now we can finally find out just how
badly beinF hit by that bus in the Se-

ries 1 finale messed up the already
pretty dysfunctional Tony.

>> FILL IN THE UNION’S SURVEY AT VOTE.NCL.AC.UK FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A NINTENDO WII AND TO HAVE YOUR SAY
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ysitting Blues

Dear Betsy,

I am sick and fed up of having to look after
my flatmate all the time, whenever we ﬁo
out. She just gets as drunk as she physically
can and then she disappears. At first, it used

“Let Betsy sort your life out”

E-mail your questions to: courier.letters@ncl.ac.uk

pulling her pants up, wiping her face and try-
ing to persuade a taxi to take her home. Plus,
she wears rubbish pants, which aren’t even
remotely entertaining and she doesn’t even
have the decency to have a proper wax. How

do I handle this?

to take me ages to hunt her down but then I

noticed a pattern; she’s always in the toilets,

fast asleep, head slumped onto chest, with

her knickers round her ankles and sick on

Sick,

her skirt. I am getting increasingly bored of

Butch Lovin’?

Dear Betsy,

I've met this girl who I really like
but, she’s arugby player. Not only
am I quite intimidated by this but
I have a few more concerns: will
she hurt me in the bedroom?; will
she be too rough? More impor-
tantly, I don’t want to feel like the
woman in the bedroom, I have
my masculinity to protect. Also,
there are certain assumptions sur-
rounding women'’s rugby, do you
think I'm barking up the wrong
tree. I don't think my fragile heart
can take another rejection.

Love Minor Male

’,“ X

Have a go at our easy reces which aim to

Dear Mr Insecurity,

Don’t believe the hype about rugby
girls. Honestly, if we all believed
what we were told and “saw”
then I would be a genius and also
the owner of a fine pair of double
D’s. If you're so concerned about

our fragile heart then that’s what

really think might challenge your
masculinity. Be a man and then
she might not have to be. Women
don’'t want men with feelings,
we want men with balls (and not
shaved ones).

Love Auntie Betsy

Love Sick and Tired of Sick

If there is one thing I hate more than falling
over while trying to have a sérious conversa-
tion with someone, it’s sick. The smell of it; its
steaming fumes, the consistency with its per-
sistent presence of stomach lining, the orange

ellow colour and its unfailing availability to

ring vomit into my own mouth. I think you
need to lay down
always carries a plastic bag (check for holes!),
chewing gum, possibly a toothbrush and insist
on interestin

ound rules; make sure she

underwear. Failing that, you

should take photos of her in this state and post
them on Facebook. This should soon stop the

Love Betsy

offending behaviour.

Tongue Tied

Dear Betsy,

With Rag Week just gone, I have
fallen for one oz my fellow crew
members. I had the opportunity
to pole dance with her and around
her during the week which was a
big rush and made me realise the
true extent of my feelings for her.
When I was 5’012 dancing with
her I managed to lick her tights
and I really enjoyed the taste of
her. The only problem is, she’s
not my usualy e and I want to
know what further things I can
do to woo her. I know she loved
the feel of my tongue but where
can I go with this?

Love Tight Taster

o

student stereotype and get you into the kitchen!
THIS WEEK: Creamy Mustard Chicken

Ingredients

Serves 2

2 chicken breasts, sliced
15g butter
1 tbsp oil
1 onion,
chopped
1 clove garlic, £
finely chopped (’

finely

mushrooms,
sliced
% cup white
wine
1 heaped tsp
wholegrain mus-

tard
150ml double cream
Salt and pepper

Method

1. Heat the oil and but-
ter'in a pan. Using a bit
of both prevents the
butter from burn-
ing. Once the but-
ter has melted, add
the chicken to the
pan and cook on a
medium heat for a
couple of minutes un-
til the meat is slightly
browned. Remove and
set aside on a plate.
2. Next, add the onion to the pan
and cook for a couple of minutes
on a medium heat before adding

Dear TT,

I have to say I enjoy a good fetish
as much as the next person but
even I am a little disturbed by your
hosiery obsession. I myself have a
thing for rubber and leather but
that is where my perversions stop,
well, mostly. I sﬁould imagine that
the next place for you to tantalise
her with your tongue was fairl
obvious and rather more nort
than her legs. I would proceed
with caution unless you're entirely
certain of her reciprocal feelings
otherwise her response may
rather less worthy of filthy fetishes
and rather more fitting for a fight.

Love Betsy

break the.’beans on toast”

the garlic.

3. Cook for 5 minutes then add the
mushrooms and season to taste
with salt and pepper.

4. Allow this mixture to cook for
a further 2 minutes before adding
the wine. Turn up the heat, bring
to the boil and simmer until the
wine has reduced by half.

5. Return the chicken to the pan
along with the mustard and
the cream and simmer on a low
heat until the chicken is cooked
through.

By Lucy Blackwell

4 B .* * G Yy |
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what I wis& I'd known’

Sam Parker

...Setting
yourself on
fire doesn’t

impress girls

| NOR DOES getting off with other blokes.

Or a swift head butt. All of which I have
performed in the hopeless pursuit of coitus

| atsome point during the last three years.

Thehead butt was actually head butts plural,
and were it not for a protective layer of beanie,
could have resulted in hard time rather than
column inches.

Leaning againsta corner of the Union during
the fag end of a wicked Arcane, some beauti-
ful apparition in a blue dress floated towards
me smiling. As the drum and bass reached
a crescendo, she opened her mouth and said
something to me I couldn’t hear: probably
‘Do you need a doctor?’, but hopefully, ‘Can
I li? you a drink, before you deﬁnitel{', defi-
nitely get to shag me?’

Either way, my reaction was to undo twenty

ears of mastering the human working enve-

ope by planting one on her. Amazingly, I got
away with that commor& assadu.lt butwhen she
appeared to laugh it off and say somethin,
ege I couldn’t he%?- well, Idid it)al\gain, djdngt
I, causing her to abruptly turn on her heels
and storm out of my pathetic life forever.

Kissing my handsome though heavily
bearded friend Callum was not the liberating
sexual experience it perhaps ought to have
been. We were in eﬁ};ter balilsgln'gg?kuﬂs over

| thesame pretty 2nd Eear for whom we hoped

to demonstrate our bisexual nonchalance; an
image that actually describes the moment
quite accurately.

On the wave of a ‘have you ever? /‘truth
or dare’ type conversation boys start to get
girls to do or admit to something they can’t
get them to do or admit to through charm, we

uckered up, lent in and thought of England.
?he resulting clash must have had all the self-
assured sexual rht of Man's First Wank,
because once we'd pulled apart, pretty 2nd
year and her pretty friends had pretty much
fucked off.

Setting myself on fire was my punishment
for never learning to juggle. Crashing back to
someone’s flat ager a night out, I found my-
self in the improbable scenario of being alone,
onabed, wﬂi two auburn haired princesses.
As one did a drunken crab on the floor, the
conversation turned fruitfully towards party
tricks. Probably imaging an exotic menage-
a-trois that would no doubt have terrified me
into impof anyway, I declared I was able
to light matches off my teeth. Not exactly
Darren Brown territory, but you can only
work with what you've got.

Naturally, the chemical head of the match
clung to my bottom lip like a nervous toddler
in a supermarket, setting it, and me, tempo-
rarily on fire. Having raced into their bath-
room to put myself out, I soon stood over the
sink, the blister on my mouth sulking to the
size of a golf ball as quickly as my pride - and
the menage-a-trois - ran off down the plug

hole.

If only I had known at these moments that
girls simply don’t want a blind drunk, circus
trick-performing sex-adventurer. Or at the
very least, they want one that’s successful.

>> HAVE YOU GOT THE U FACTOR? TRY YOUR LUCK AT THE UNION THIS THURSDAY FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN £300!
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Rocket.

Mediterranean salad ingredient

~or career trajectory?

STEFEEIT So here you are. You've always promised yourself a career where the sky's the limit. Where the possibilities are

TOP 100 endless. No endless 9 to 5s in a career cul-de-sac — wondering exactly when it was that your ‘get-up-and-go’

CRADUATE EMPLOYERS

had got up and gone. The Aldi Graduate Area Manager Training Programme could have been purpose-built
to keep this bleak future at bay. It rewards enterprise, spirit and drive with a rapid rise through the ranks.

From day one, the pace is fast, but never frenetic. You'll start at the grass roots and you'll learn everyone’s job by doing
it yourself. From stacking shelves to working the tills. During this time, you'll sharpen your instincts for what motivates your
team. You'll learn how to lead from the front and, crucially, how to drive up sales and bring down costs. In just a few short
weeks, you can expect to be managing a store. Then, over the following months, you'll move into phase two of training
to take on Area Management responsibilities - where you'll be given every opportunity to display your Gtackiate
leadership skills and commercial awareness. Area Manager

When this training is over, you'll have total responsibility for four to six stores, effectively managing £39K + Audi A&
your own multi-million pound business. It's unlikely that you'd be operating at such a heady altitude with rising to
so much authority and empowerment in any other business. But, we never said Aldi was just another £56K + Audi A&

ordinary business. In fact, the material rewards are extraordinary too. The starting salary is £39K plus an after years

Opportunity for

directorship within
life assurance and five weeks" holiday. 5 years

Audi A4, rising in annual increments to £56K after three years and includes a pension, private healthcare,

There are also opportunities for Area Managers to spend two years on secondment in Europe or further

afield. within five years, there is every chance of a directorship.
Dizzy heights indeed.

If you want to go further, faster, you can apply online at www.aldi.co.uk or send a CV together with a letter
illustrating your leadership potential to: Aldi Stores Ltd, Area Management Recruitment, Faverdale North,
Faverdale Industrial Estate, Darlington, County Durham DL3 OUW. Please quote ref: SCC1 on all applications.
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COURIER SPORT

>> STAN CALVERT RESULTS SPECIAL
>> RESOUNDING VICTORY FOR NEWCASTLE AGAINST CROSS CITY RIVALS
>> OXENHAM: “ I SLEPT WITH THE CuUP!”

Oldroyd and veteran John Bracken
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far corner in a Gerald Sibon-esque fash-

Arthur puts Hendo to sword

INTRA MURAL
FOOTBALL CUP

ECOSOC BERLIN
BOROUSSIA 4

j Ve 253013 4
LR {

Stuart Chadwieck

A BARMSTOMING CUP TIE at
- Redhall saw Ecosoc Berlin emerge
triumphant in a keenly fought

ame that both sides contributed a
arge deal to.

Boroussia can perhaps count
themselves unlucky to be out of the
tournament, after a comeback in
the last ten minutes saw them level
at 4-4 after trailing 4-2.

INTRA MURAL
FOOTBALL CUP

HENDERSON HALL
CASTLE LEAZES

Ed Elliot

CASTLE LEAZES put aside their dis-

mal league form to book a place in the
semi-finals of the cup with a victory
over Henderson Hall in a pulsating
contest at Heaton.

Both sides went into the game dream-
ing of cup glory and looking to resur-
rect below par seasons. Leazes” manger
Rishton faced a selection headache and
was without a number of key players.
Firstly, Anthony ‘good touch for a big
man’ Elders was retained on trial at Ste-
venage Borough for a further week and
unavailable for the game.

Charlie Bromley-Martin remained
away at The African Cup of Nations and
a late fitness test revealed that flying full
back, Johnny “Mischief’ Dimmock is still

some weeks from a return to action with'

a broken toenail.
Leazes started in commanding fashion

dominant in the air.

At the other end, Leazes were looking
dangerous with the best of the chances
falling to Josh Arthur. After a free-flow-
ing move on the edge of the Henderson
area, the pocket-size hitman narrowly
missed out on connecting with the cross-
field ball as he slid in at the back post.

Henderson came back into the game
and began to show more attacking prow-
ess, nearly taking the lead on a couple of
occasions. Firstly a defensive slip-up re-

- sulted in a one-on-one situation.

Rishton, however, stayed big and did
well to put off the striker who shot wide.
Then Rishton pulled a save ‘right out
of the top drawer’. A melee inside the
Leazes’ box produced a goal line clear-
ance that fell at the feet of a Henderson
attacker. With the attacker having more
than half the goal to aim at, Rishton
somehow turned the ball over the bar
with a salmon like dive, keeping the
scores level at the interval.

Leazes’ made the breakthrough shortly
after the restart. A super-jinking run on
the left by Macmillan resuited inaball in
from the left that was controlled well by
Wilkinson. With team mates looking for
a lay off to the edge of the area, Wilkin-
son held off his man before hooking the

ion.

Henderson came back strongly and
were quick to restore parity. Good play
on the wing resulted in a left-wing cor-
ner and with Leazes slow to mark up,
Scott Cowie was on hand to head home
to put his side back on level terms, albeit
with the help of a slight deflection.

Leazes’ winner came with around
twenty minutes left as Josh Arthur final-
ly ended his goal-scoring drought. Geod
linkup play on the left-wing between
Wilkinson and Macmillan resulted in
the latter driving a killer ball across the
box, Arthur met it at the back post and
scuffed a shot under the despairing dive
of the ‘keeper.

Controversy then descended on
the game as Cowie appeared to have
snatched an equaliser to force a penalty
shoot out. Fortunately for the Castlemen
the flag was up and it wasn’t going to
count.

In a game full of meaty challenges, it
looked as though tempers may boil over
when Leazes’ Eﬂl bacfl)< Char[)i,e Morgan
was scythed down by a challenge con-
taining an air of cynicism. Luckily, the
ever-present youngster limped away
unhurt as Leazes held on for well-de-
served victory.

EYES ON THE PRIZE.. Castle Leazes o

inue cup ruin

They had themselves been leading
twice, taking an early lead after five
minutes after a snap shot from the
edge of the area.

Berlin levelled after some quick
thinking saw Adam Williams send a
free kick into the net whilst keeper
Jamie Denholm was still rearranging
the wall.

It wasn’t long however before
Boroussia were back in front as the;
took full advantage of the downhiﬁ
slope, a strong wind, and some slop-
py Ecosoc defending to make it 2-1
going into the half time break, with

erlin struggling to get a foothold in
the game.

Ecosoc came out in the second half
looking a completely different team,
competing for the ball, winning tack-
les and passing the ball around the
park. Their reward wasn’t long in

- coming as Will Taylor made a dash

with the centre-back pairing of James

down the right byline and sent a
looping ball into the far post, which
Will Hardy made contact with and
the ball fell into the net to level the
tie.

Seven minutes later things got
worse for Boroussia when Steve
Ho checked infield and fed the ball
through to Williams who sent a shot
ﬁoalwards. The keeper appeared to

ave it covered but it squirmed hor-
ribly under the keepers hands and
into the net.

The game appeared to be over min-
utes later, as Williams once again
beat the offside trap to meet a lofted
ball and send a looping header over
the keeper for his hatrick and a 4-2
lead.

Boroussia, however, had other ide-
as and they launched another attack
down the right. A clipped ball saw

ball over the stranded ‘keeper into the

over Ed Cockburn and they were

Soc rock on after Pm}'ﬁam;i g

right back in the game.

osoc had their backs to the wall
and a couple of players were suffer-
ing with cramp, possibly due to their
exerts in Krakow the previous week.
Craig Aldis and Stuart Chadwick
were brought on in an attempt to
tighten up the game at the back, and
their efforts appeared successful, as
the game meandered into the final
minutes.

Boroussia, however, did not give
up the fight and one final attack saw
the ball fall kindly to their inspira-
tional captain on the edge of the area.
He fired in a shot which just evaded
Cockburns fingertips and thundered
in off the insife of the post to break
Ecosoc hearts.

The final whistle soon blew to sig-
nify that this pulsating tie would be
decided on a penalty shoot out.

The first four penalties were
also missed with two saves from
Ecosoc’s Cockburn, and misses from

got their noses in front as they slot-
ted away their next two, and with
Will Taylor missing Ecosoc’s third,
Chadwick stepped up for Berlin
knowing he could not miss.

Chadwick didn’t let the pressure
show however, as he confidently
buried the ball into the left hand
corner.

If Boroussia scored their fifth pen-
alty they would have gone through,
but it was struck high and wide,
and with Dave Carr scoring for Ber-
lin, the shoot out went into sudden
death.

The sudden death swung either
way, but it was left to Ecosoc’s
Will Hardy to finally send his side
into the semi finals as his penalty
squeezed in off the keepers finger-
tips. Cue wild celebrations and a 14
man pile up on the centre circle as
Berlin celebrated victory in a truly
fantastic game.

the Boroussia striker dink a header McKinlay and Williams. Boroussia

® position under pressure. Finally, a to an end and the Cup holders could
decisive kick into touch by the Ladies  breathe a sigh of relief as they ad-
e CS reVl ‘; S S O meant this tense game finally came vanced into the quarter-finals.

for the Ladies. ceded by either team, but then
A period of scrappy play led to one  the Medics scored a quick try which

of the Cheeky boys being sin-binned =~ was converted by their fly-half, Tom

due to a high tackle, meaning that Whitley.

despite the difficult conditions, they =~ A controversial penalty was later

had to start fighting in order to main- awarded to the Medics putting the

tain their convincing lead. Ladies under more pressure as their
At this point in the game, tensions advances were confounded by the

rose, causing a few handbags to change in wind direction.

be thrown just before the half time  The Ladies’ defence was faltering

whistle blew, with the score standing  increasingly, allowing Andrew Cav-

at 20-0 in the Ladl}es favo(;xr. anagh from }tlkllehMedlcsdto score an-

. . The second half started with both other try, which caused even more

ga C;I;%ﬁlgli[so':};e !;:lg‘ll‘;htw 12: ear:‘s_ . teams escalating the pace and Cheeky  tension between the sides. This meant
other tense and gripping Wednes- still knew they were in a game de- the score moved to 23-21 and the La-
day afternoon, as the Cheeky Ladies S ite a quiet first half for the Medics.  dies were right up against, needing
played the Médics in a true game of om Eddison made a suflerb drop to regain their composure in order to
S ey oal early in the second half ﬂushin avoid this potential cup upset.

| The Ladies were totally dominant the Ladies even further into the lead. The last few minutes of play saw
in the early proceedings of this Cu But these were to be the last points more contentious decisions made by

gmatch wit% good breaks from Will the Ladies would score, as the Med- thereferee but strong and determined

INTRA MURAL
RUGBY CUP

CHEEKY LADIES
MEDICS

Krissy Koslicki

{Jeffs and unstoppable work from ics surged back. In a niggly period of advances by the Ladies towards the Pligta: Ryiss
Tom Greaney leading to try after try play, a string of penalties were con- Medics’ line once again put their op-
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STAN CLAVERT SPECIAL

B Both Basketball sides put in good
performances against higher
league opposition

BASKETBALL 1STS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

50
68

Robin Biggs

THEKNIGHTSwill be disappointed
with their performance in the Stan
Calvert Cup as Northumbria com-
fortably beat them by 18 points. A
weak first half was the main reason
for the defeat as at half-time they
were staring at a 15 point deficit.

In the thjrf quarter the Knights came
out fighting and managed to cut the
deficit to eight points behind some
excellent play from Nik Hobbs and

BASKETBALL 2NDS

NEWCASTLE 56
NORTHUMBRIA 58

Robin Bis

NEWCASTLE'S 2NDS can feel
extremely hard done by, as the
succumbed to a last second defeat
in very controversial circumstances.
The referees failed to notice that
the last offence by the Northumbria
team took place after 26 seconds
instead of the conventional 24 sec-
onds, The basket should not have
counted, but the referee allowed it
and this handed the game to North-
umbria,

Simon Morton. They hit a number of
three-pointers in this period to keep
the Knights in touch.

However it proved that Northum-
bria were just too strong in the end
and they managed to maintain their
lead throughout the game.

Special mention should go to Nik
Hobbs who was excellent in the sec-
ond half and scored 19 points. This
is the level that the Knights aspire to,
as with such a good league showing,

“they are going to have to play at this

level next year if they are to stay in
the BUSA premier league.

Newcastle are now looking forward
to a trip to Worcester, the UK cham-
pions, as they look to progress in the
Championship knockout.

It left Newcastle feeling robbed af-
ter an excellent performance against
a team two leagues above them.

The Knights will be even more
disappointed with this defeat, after
letting an eight point lead slip in the
last five minutes. Newcastle choked
at the death and some poor decision
making ultimately cost them the
game,

Aaron McGowan cEs!ayed excel-
lently and was deadly from the free
throw line converting six of his seven
attempts and finishing with a Knight
high 17 points,

ther notable mentions should

gg to Liam Neligan who, off the
nch, was the catalyst to Newcastle
building a lead. He contributed nine

points and eight rebounds in limited |8

playing time, An excellent achieve-
ment,

"hotor Joe Currln
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ICE HOCKEY

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

Steven Gill & Tom Davis

LAST SUNDAY, an under-strength
Wildcats side showed no signs of
weakness with a crushing 5-0 victory
over the ‘Poly” to give Newcastle vital
early Stan Calvert points.

From the onset they set an unmatch-
able pace, with Peter Traynor in par-
ticular freguently bewildering North-
umbria’s defence.

Traynor soon gave Newcastle the
lead and further contributions from
Hadfield and Hinkley showed New-
castle’s overwhelming superior-
ity, meaning the result was never in
doubt.

However Northumbria did have
their share of chances at the other
end. Stephen Gilmore was a deserved
man-of-the-match, the Newcastle
goal keeper frustrating all of North-
umbria’s efforts on goal.

The second line of Newcastle’s team
also deserve credit, providing the
strength in depth to see off Northum-
bria’s challenge at all times. The Wild-
cats controlling the game throughout.

Special mention must go to Andre
Kuznetsov Dickson. Belying his obvi-
ous lack of fitness (due to his insatiable
addiction for Russian cigarettes and
Sloppy Guiseppe pizzas), his strength
was invaluabre to the Wildcats victory
- rebutting Northumbria’s frustrated
‘dog-fight” tactics with heavy-handed
tactics of his own.

His trip to the penalty box mid-way
through the game was scant punish-
ment after his body checks had left
one too many Northumbria players in
a heap on the ice.

It is fair to say that the Wildcats su-
perb support af;o played their part in
the victory. The Newcastle fans turned

ll out in their masses, dwarfing the piti-

ful few Northumbria followers.

The crowd’s continuous mockery of
the Northumbria team, inquisitive to
know why the ‘puck’ they were al-
lowed into university, was great ban-
ter. Warmed by tins of Carling and

A | hot-chocolate the crowd were not to
S| be disappointed, being thoroughly

entertained by dazzling ice-hockey.
It ‘was a game that provided eve-
thing a Stan Calvert clash should;
class, excitement, handbags and a trip
to the scenic Whitley Bay.

antastic fourths

NETBALL ROUND-UP

Hannah Lucas

THE NETBALL CLUB offered spec-
tators four enthralling matches,
with an atmosphere created that
was more than worthy of the com-
petition.

The fourth team started Newcas-
tle’s campaign off in the best possible
fashion with a superb win against a
strong Northumbria outfit. The Roy-
als got off to a great start, and despite
changes madeiy Northumbria at the
quarter mark, Newcastle played on
strongly to remain in the lead at half
time.

Northumbria were piling on the
pressure but Newcastle held firm
and pushed on to the end, with the
shooters and attackers having a great
game. The final whistle came giving
a historic victory to The Royals.

The thirds could not quite emulate
the achievements of the fourths de-

spite evenly matching their challeng-
ers in the early stages. As the game
progressed it seemed that Newcas-
tle started to make some mistakes,
throwing a scattering of wild passes,
which Northumbria capitalised on to
extend their lead.

After making some changes, the Uni
came out in the second half with re-
newed energy, but it wasn’t enough
as Northumbria just squeezed the
third team out.

The seconds were determined to
get Newcastle back in front in the
netball standings, and again started
their match with great energy. How-
ever, with the team still suffering
from injuries, the set plays were a
little unsteady with players finding
themselves out of position.

The shooters fought on, convert-
ing some difficult shots, but by half
time Northumbria had pulled ahead.
Despite a more positive and exciting
second half performance, the seconds
were met with a disappointing loss.

Northumbria were now one win
ahead in the day’s netball and so

claim surprise win

Newcastle were pinning their hopes
on the first team who faced a very tall
and confident Northumbria team,
unbeaten in the BUSA Premier this
season.

Newcastle seemed to struggle to
settle, but as the first quarter pro-
gressed the Royals foun themse?ves

ehind but holding their own.

Newcastle’s attack played together
smoothly and confidently, but North-
umbria seemed capable of pre-empt-
ing the Uni's set plays, intercepting
the ball and converting goal after
goal to go into a substantial, unas-
sailable lead.

Despite another loss, the firsts can
be proud of their display against
such quality opponents, with de-
fence and attack working equally as
hard as each other.

Overall the day will be remem-
bered for a fantastic win for the
fourths who contributed some all
important points to the Cup. The
other three teams produced brilliant
performances but were outmatched
on the day.
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STAN CALVERT SPECIAL

Castle crumble at
Coach Lane

B Newcastle throw away three goal lead as Poly

WOMEN'’S HOCKEY
1STS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

Rachel Lesser

WITH THE ODDS stacked
against them, no one expected
the first team to take anything
from this match. The ladies
seemed to revel in their under-
dog status though, producin
an inspiring and well deserve
draw.

From the moment the first
whistle was blown the match hit
a furious pace. However, North-
umbria showed their perceived
superior ability early on, pro-
ducing an early goal.

Newcastle heads stayed high
though, and despite Northum-
bria managing to put another
one in the back of the Newcastle
net, the Poly never looked domi-
nant. Some great midfield pres-
sure saw Victoria Harries, Kirsty
Osbourne and Jojo Gwynne-

Jones produce some great link
up play. A short corner was
executed by Dawn Logan, who
used the ‘super strike’ method,
a tactic which paid off deflect-
ing nicely off the opposition’s
stick, to put Newcastle back in
the game.

The rest of the first half saw
Newcastle on top, Jos Plummer
finishing in typically ruthless
style. This was followed up by
an equally composed goal from
Jenny Simms, putting the under-
dogs ahead for the first time.

As the teams stepped up for the
second half Newcastle remained
composed, looking to safeguard
their 3-2 lead. Elite athlete Ro-
sanna Innes was in commanding
form, demonstrating some clini-
cal tackles to keep the opposition
clear of the Newcastle dP

However, Northumbria broke
away and slotted home an unex-
pected equaliser. The remainder
of the match was fraught with
drama, with the sin binning of
two Poly players.

The match finished with the
scores level, with Newcastle
earning a surprise but much de-
served point.

ol early.

1 end of another fantastic
| Bensley, who excelled in the middle
| of the Eark throughout the game.

storm back to take share of points

MEN’S HOCKEY 1STS

[ NORTHUMBRIA
INEWCASTLE -

| Charlie Wright

v AN ENTHRALLING Stan Calvert

tie saw in-form Newcastle throw

| away a three goal lead to let North-

umbria claim a point from the 14th
Stan Calvert meeting between the
sides.

| The game started frantically, with

the away side Newcastle pressuring
ithin two minutes the Blues
‘were in front thanks to an expertly
laced pass from Daniel Bensley
1 ding the end of Ollie Fraser’s stick,

8 deflecting it in to the bottom corner.

The lead was doubled 5 minutes
later when Mike Shkurka got on the
ass from

Northumbria took a while to adjust
after the double whammy of New-

castle goals but eventually found
some possession and two short cor-
ners. However the corners were not
converted and the Blues looked dan-
gerous on the break.

After one Northumbria attack was
broken down Newcastle capitalised,
firing a ball to Shkurka high up the
gitch. He rounded the two defenders

rilliantly but fluffed the shot, luck-
ily Fetﬁng a second chance after a
goal mouth scramble which he put
away well. However, the two North-
umbria umpires found something
wrong with the goal, disallowing it.

Newcastle’s surprise at this deci-
sion didn’t last long. Some more bril-
liant build up play from Bensley and
John Yarrow provided Shkurka and
Fraser with chances before Matt Col-
lison secured a 3-0 lead at half time
with a stunning reverse stick shot.

After the break it was the home side
that looked the strongest. Through
their longest period of possession
Northumbria managed to manipu-
late two short corners in succession
which were both’ convincingly put
away with stunning drag flicks.

With their lead reduced to one goal

Newcastle started to get back into
the game. Two good attacks came
to nothing before a free hit outside
the ‘D" was quickly played to Rollo
Lewis who gred in a storming re-
verse stick strike past the Northum-
bria goalkeeper.

At 4 - 2 the Blues looked good for
the win but a lack of concentration
at the back provided an unmarked
Northumbria player at the back post
with enough time to pick his spot
and place the shot past Will Poole in
the Newcastle goal.

A tense last 5 minutes left the crowd
on tenterhooks. But with 3 minutes
to go a bad decision from defender
John Colville left the Newcastle de-
fence in a 4 on 2 situation. Northum-
bria capitalised, equalising with a
well placed strike.

For a moment it looked like the
Blues had won it at the other end
when Fraser fired a quick reverse
stick shot past the “keeper. However,
it flew agonisingly into the side net-
ti‘r}\g leaving the game at 4 - 4.

ith Newcastle clear favourites be-
fore the game, these must be consid-
ered points dropped.

B Women's hockey 1sts produce stunning draw whilst
second and third teams record impressive results

Photo: Mindaugas Miskinis

Photo: Stephanie Feng

red and black goalie kept the

WOMEN’S HOCKEY
2NDS

NEWCASTLE B
NORTHUMBRIA 2

Claire Gunn

THE SECOND TEAM pro-

duced an excellent but l;olt:-
tine victory against a lack-
lu’ﬁt‘et Norrt’immbria side.
e scoring was opened
l‘éy man of ﬂ%e match, Tutu
sifodunrin, giving the
home side a huge early
boost. With the team spir-
its high, the Royals got a
little complacent allowing
the opposition a number of
chances, resulting in a goal
from a spectacular strike
from a Poly short corner.
With Newcastle fightin
relentlessly in the first half
they retained much of the
possession but failed to
convert any of their chances
in the remaining minutes of
the first half.

from Ollie Townley rallied
the Newcastle team who set
about producing aoﬁoal glut
in the second period.

With Katie Siese, Cat

- Graham and Alice French

putting in some sterling
midfield performances, the
attackers came back hard
at the Poly with a string of
oals. Camilla Handford
gan the onslaught, dem-
onstrating her speedy reac-
tions on the rebound.

Anna Butler claimed New-
castle’s third with a preci-
sion short corner strike,
while Osifudunrin’s silky
skills produced her: second
and Newcastle’s forth.

Unable to maintain 100%
of the possession, the red
and black’s sneaked one
goal back making the final
score 4-2. This was a well
deserved victory for New-
castle, demonstrating the
side’s superior ability.

A great result, earnin
some priceless Stan Calvert
points, testament to how
well the team played.

WOMEN’S HOCKEY
3RDS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

Claire Gunn

TENSIONS WERE RUNNING
high after sleepless nights for
many of the third team, who
were first to step up and face
the pol{.

Rachel Little led an inspired
team from the very first whis-
tle, with the home side making
fantastic use of the pitch. The
evenly matched teams fought
hard from the start, with some
excellent defending from Harri-
et Godwin and Maeve McNally
preventing the opposition from
taking the lead.

The midfield worked tireless-
ly, offering numerous opportu-

g | nities for the attack witﬁ Sarah

Sturgeon’s quick reactions put
to good use on rebounds. Only
some excellent saves from the

scores level as the half time
whistle blew.

Northumbria came back
strongly after half time, manag-
ing to sneak an early anl, tak-
ing the lead against the run of

lay.
pTlZ,e support on the sideline
picked ug the royals spirits, in-
spiring the team to regain con-
trol of the match. Man of the
Match Kate Campbell refused
to let the Poly back in her ‘d’,
producing some superb tackles
to deny the Northumbrian at-
tackers.

The Uni took control of pos-
session again, fighting back to ;
level the scores. A fantastic shot
from Little was finished off by
Verity Holder.

The result proved to be a frus-
trating one after such a hard
fought game. Hopefully, the
match will inspire the Royals
to victory next week - the two
teams will meet again in the first
match of the BU§A plate. Sure
to be another tense and tight
encounter, the game promises
to be one of the highlights of the
season.



mailto:courier.sport@ncl.ac.uk

4 Monday 11th February 2008

CONT. FROM BACK PAGE

Despite much deliberation,
onlaﬁr one of Northumbria’s ap-
peals was accepted and after
an agonising wait, the news
began to filter through that the
Stan Calvert Memorial Cup
was to return back home.

Speaking to Courier Sport
the day after the sensational

win, Fraser Kennedy was in
jubilant mood.

“I'm really proud with the
whole of Team Newcastle for
such a brilliant result against
such a K}roud sporting institu-
tion as Northumbria,” he said.
“Realistically we do well to
compete with Northumbria let
alone beat them so it is a fan-
tastic achievement.

“The whole day was superb;
the new s&orts were a big suc-
cess and the event’s organisa-
tion was first class. The crowd
at Gateshead were buoyant
but exceptionally behaved.
The atmosphere was outstand-
ing all day.”

ouﬁt\out the day the com-
petition had been warming up,
as Newcastle and Northum-
bria pitted themselves head to
head across the sporting spec-
trum. From the indoor cricket
in the morning to the rugby
union at night, fixtures were
keenly contested across the
city between two proud sets of
students.

Performances across the
board were doing Newcas-
tle proud. The men’s football
team produced arg;xably the
shock of the day with a superb
3-2 win, and with the under-
dog women'’s hockey seconds
battling to a 3-3 draw, North-
umbria were starting to feel
the pinch as the evening closed
in.
As attention started to turn

to the Gateshead International

Stadium, Northumbria were

still fighting hard and they

scored crucial victories in net-
ball and basketball. Still, with
neither camp sure of the scores

*it looked like the rivalry was
going to be fought out on the
rugby pitch.

At six oclock the rugby
league kicked off in front of a
growing mass of supporters,
a game Newcastle dominated
from start to finish. The hits
were felt in the stands as aﬁ-

essions on and off the field

egan to mount. By the time
the first skirmish broke out on
the field the chants between
the two sets of fans were vis-
ceral.

Half seven and it was time
for the finale. With the total
scores still a myste?r the ruFby
union sides came face to face
to play out the bitter rivalry
on the pitch. The Eame began
at a furious pace. Raucous ap-
plause rang out as mascots,
cheerleaders, fans and players
battled on the Gateshead turf,
but Newcastle were winning
the war.

Five minutes in Newcastle
had touched down in the cor-
ner after they turned over a line
out. And it kept going from
there. Newcastle romped to a
33-15 victory in the rugby, and

despite the seven %Ppeals from
the beleaguered “Team North-
umbria’, Newcastle romped to
an overall 54-40 victory in the
Stan Calvert.

By the time AU president
Lydia Oxenham stepped up to
lizlt the trophy, Northumbria
supporters had disappeared.
All that was left in the Gates-
head International Stadium
was the sweet smell of victory
and the rapture of applause to
soar into the night.

Newcastle foiled

STAN CALVERT SPECIAL

in tough test

B Women’s match cancelled as
men crash to heavy defeat

FENCING ROUND-UP

Christie Waddington

ONCE AGAIN, the Stan Calvert
approached and Newcastle fencers
were keen for a fierce fight. Having
comfortably defeated the Northum-
brian women'’s team last year, the
Blues were eager to repeat the victory
this year.

To Newcastle’s surprise, the North-
umbria  women’steam cancelled
the evening before, with a BUSA play-
off fixture against Manchester. To en-
hance this disappointment, Newcastle
were gutted to learn that a walkover
would not even be granted, with the
Royals missing out on the change for
two vital Stan Calvert points.

The men’s team had prepared them-
selves for a tough match and were ea-
ger to get the match underway. Some
of the key players from the team were
absent due to illness and injury, and
so some of the less-experienced mem-
bers of the second team were called
upon. This contrasted greatly with the

orthumbria team which was com-
prised entirely of international fenc-
ers. Their confidence was very much
aﬁ)parent in their poor attitulc?;, with
the spirit of the Stan Calvert seeming
to mean nothing to them. Neverthe-
less, old rivalries stuck in the mind,
and old dog Robert Panting, with
four years experience on the Men's
first team, loudly declared that he was
“going to kick ‘em in the nuts”.

e weapon order was decided,
starting with épée, a slow and tacti-
cal weapon, in which both teams had
their ‘strongest players. Newecastle

courier.sport@ncl.ac.uk

fought to the best of their ability, with
all members of the team putting in a
gallant effort. Robert Panting was able
to match the Northumbrian skill with
some impressive deceptive attacks,
but their superior ability was too
much for our men to handle, losing
45-31; a respectable score line.

Secondly was sabre, a very fast
“slashing” weapon, with the upper
body the target. This was the weakest
for the Newcastle teams with no club
members specialising in this weapon.
Northumbria dominated from start to
finish. Ed Bailey, a newcomer to the
sport, plai/‘ed particularly well in his
first match, scoring the most points
on the Newcastle side. Despite this
impressive display, whether it was
beginner’s luck or pure talent, New-
castle were still defeated 45-15.

Foil was the finale to the trio of
weapons; a small fast weapon, with

the trunk of the body serving as the
target. Newcastle men’s captain, Paul
Davis, led the side, but with a poor
start it seemed a win was impossible.
Paul was the only one to score more
than three points in any individual
bout, with a particularly noteworthy
performance against Irish interna-
tional Stephen Fenwick. Paul’s quick
speed, fast footwork and neat blade
work produced a victory over the
Northumbrians with a score of 6-3. ¢
Alas, a battle cannot win a war, and |
{)he final score was 45-17 to Northum- *
ria. :
A final score of 135-63 was certainly
a disappointment, compared to last |
ear’s score of 135-108. Newcastle’s

irector of Fencing, Iain Aberdeen

said, “The team fenced very well
and worked very hard to get there. *
We should be proud as a university. ¥

5

There’s always next year.”

Poly bashing

s

DAVEY'S DAY ... Northumbria’s Matt McClelland doslwr.ll(‘l\‘ tries to stop Kev

Davev increasing Newcastle's lead.

P il

Jones” men thrash rivals
night of joy at Gateshead

RUGBY LEAGUE 1STS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

Kevin Davey &
Edward Ainscoe

COACH Rob Jones’ devotion to the
rebuilding of° NURL is similar in
scope and awe -inspiring genius to

Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia. Yet whilst
the Catalan’s work remains unfin-
ished, few can doubt that NURL’s
Lazarus-esque resurrection is com-
lete following the atonement for
ast year’s loss 1n the fixture.

The first stanza began at a frantic
pace, with the blues immediately
given the upper hand by a ponder-
ous pol?'technic rop, committing the
cardinal sin of allowing the pig skin to
bounce dead from the kick off, invit-
ing a bold and rampaging assault on
Northumbria’s line which would have
done the Vikings proud.

Photo: I'hil Booth

Mikey Ward, defying his age, pro-
vided the game breaking moment,
marauding around the paddock and
breaking the line at will, with his pow-
erful surge and adroit offload putting
cantankerous winger Kevin Davey
into enough space for him to sniff out
the line for NURL's opening score.

For the remainder of the half New-
castle were their own worst enemies,
continually attempting the enigmatic
when the pedestrian would have suf-
ficed. The handovers resulting from
errant offloads and frustrating in-
discipline began to sap the energy of
NURL's blitzkrieg defence and North-
umbria were able to eat their cake
when a slice of luck went their way.

Northumbria talisman Bobby Ba-
hadori made an impressive break
down the grandstand flank, and had

the line in sights when Paul Wood,
who was receiving physiotherapy not
5 seconds before, rose from the turf to
demolish the Northumbria stand-off.
It was a big bang that Rowan Williams
himself couldn’t refute, and Bahadori
was left stunned like a turkey in a
cull.

The second half began extremely well
for Newcastle with “Steam-roller” Ste

Moorcroft using his tank of a carcass .

to cataclysmic effect. His barn-storm-
ing run set up the platform for another:
score after some slick passing down
the right side. The crowd momentar-
ily believed Tom Selleck had sprinted
the final 20 metres to ground the ball
before the announcer assured the fren-
zied masses that the moustachioed
bandit was in fact Davey collecting a
brace.

Following Northumbria’s somewhat
disputed try, the men in black contin-
ueéJ to throw all they had into the irong
curtain of NURL'’s defence, all to little
effect. NURL full back Liam Clarke;

rovided more than a match for Ba+
Eadori and Jardine’s tactical kicking,f
collecting every kick and surging hi
way up the turf as though running O|§
hot coals, despite the impediment of:
only possessing three studs in his ar-
chaic boots.

The crowd, bolstered by the vocif-
erous presence of several of NURL's
dedicated Old Boys, was baying for
more from the bashers in blue, duly
provided when Ward danced his was
over for a try, scything through the
tiring Northumbria like a hot knife
through a pork scratching.

Paul Wood finished the scoring,
adding the finishing touch to a classy:
Newcastle move, with the ball flowing
across the pitch with the irresistible
force of the Tyne. NURL firebrand
Chris Blain ensured that this was nof
the end of the action, with the prop
hunting for poly teeth with his burly.
arm rarely lowering from horizontal.

This led to some sterling fisty-cuffs
thrown in what was an inevitable
brew-ha ha. Team Basher Liam Gasior
was obviously in his element, while
special mention must go to Mikey Bry-
an for his much warranted attack on
Northumbria’s diminutive scrum half.

As a dejected Northumbria team
trudged from the battle ground,
Andy Stanton wore a smile as wide as
Christmas Day, safe in the knowledge
that NURL had contributed their part
to a stunning Stan Calvert victory over
their city rivals.

e
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1 - Most supporters were well
behaved.

2 - Newcastle fans in fine voice.
3 - The basketballers put up a
good fight against class opposi-
tion.

4 - AU President Lydia Oxen-
ham with the troph

5 - The cheerleaders show their
support.

o; Phil Booth

6 - The hockey club remained
undefeated.

7 - Newcastle players ecstatic
with victory.

8 - The football club produced
one of the shocks of the day.

9 - Nlew Vice Chancellor Chris
Brink takes in the action. .
10 - Both badminton sides were §
successful. ;

'

With the Stan Calvert fixtures
that were held before Wednes-
da;, Newcastle find themselves

-5 dfown at the start of the
day. After disappointing rugb:
re);ults last Sa’tF)uPl,'day, S%md%yy
saw the ice hockey team storm
to victory 5-0 at Whitley Bay.
Hopes were high that this
would bode well for Team
Newcastle on Wednesday.

12.00
The Stan Calvert Cup doesn’t
start well as the cricketers are
beaten in the morning. Not
the opening Team Newcastle
were hoping for, although
the American footballers earn
Newcastle their first points of
the day without even breaking
a sweat; Northumbria pulling
their side out resulting in a
walkover being awarded.

14:30
The men’s hockey matches
are over and Newcastle find
themselves with two draws and
a victory from the 3 fixtures. It's
looking gﬁ)od but it’s still too
early in the day to be getting
excited. The golfers also draw
at Slaley Hall.

15:00

Things are really starting to
heat up, with results coming in

from all over the North East.
Both men’s and women's bad-

minton sides record victories

adding to Team Newcastle’s

growing haul of points.

15:30
Both lacrosse men and women
record emphatic victories; the
least of what was expected
form them. Things are going to
plan but Northumbria are sure
to fight to the wire.

17:00
The women's hockey teams
emulate their male counter-
parts, remaining unbeaten,
although the netballers are not
faring as well, with Northum-
bria looking on top in these
fixtures. Things start to look
worrying though as both the
tennis and table tennis teams
are beaten; Northumbria are
right back in it.

19:00
And it’s looking even more
worrying now, with the basket-
ball men’s and women's sides
failing to record any much
needed points.

19:30
Some good news at last, New-
castlc\immmer Northumbria
in the rugby league firsts to
emulate the seconds earlier in
the day.

21:30
The Stan Calvert showpiece
sees the rugby union firsts
cruise to victory, coupled
with positive results from the
swimming, rowing and skiing.
The atmosphere is tense as the
results are recorded from all the
fixtures of the day and appeals
are lodged.

22:00
The result is finally announced
and the Stan Calvert goes to
Team Newcastle, who fantasti-
cally manage an overall 54-40
victory. Jubilation ensues as AU
President Lydia Oxenham lifts
the Cup.
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Poly sick as a parrot

B Northumbria crushed as Newcastle top off triumphant day |

STAN CALVERT MAULI

MEN’S RUGBY 1STS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

James Parker
Sports Editor

THE SHOWPIECE of the Stan Calvert Cup.
A sure test of grit, nerve and determination.
Newcastle went into the battle looking for
revenge after the Kingston Park defeat to
their bitter rivals just before Christmas.

This time round though, there were more
than just BUSA points at stake. Sure to be a
tense and fiery encounter, there was huge an-
ticipation before kick off, and the game deliv-
ered in every aspect as Newcastle overcame
a ssin'ted ‘Poly” side with a swagger of flair
and confidence.

As the teams emerged from the tunnel, a
packed stadium greeted their imminent war-
riors with a huge roar. With the pre match
cheer leading routines over, the scene was set
for Newcastle’s biggest game of the year.

And it was the I%oyals who thundered out
of the blocks with an explosive start. On ten
minutes, Ben Mercer had a try disallowed for
offside, but rather than deter his side, this
only spurred them on. The first points of the
game were kicked via the boot of Luke Bettes-
worth, after Northumbria were penalised for
handling in the ruck (3-0).

Newecastle continued to pour forward after
a long cross field kick found touch. The-re-
sulting lineout ball was secured by the Roy-
als, wﬁo dispatched a sweeping move across
the length of the pitch leading to an overlap
on the far side from Adam Armstrong who
scored the first try of the game (8-0).

The resulting conversion was missed how-
ever, as the wind plagued Gateshead stadium
was causin, Proglems for both sides, espe-
cially when kicking.

STAN CALVERT SPECIAL

imicastle on the attack again

With Newcastle firmly in the driving seat,
the game looked to be running away from
their rivals until a lack of concentration al-
lowed last year’s winners champions to get
back into the game.

Good E?ase play provided the Northum-

bria backs with some quality ball, and with
Scott Riddell thundering forward, an overlap
on the blindside create§ space for the Poly’s
first points of the evening. The resulting con-
version was scored via the post by Simon
O’Farrell, the fly half very lucky indeed to see
his effort bring the scores to 8-7.

With the scores expectedly close, and with
emotions running high, it was no surprise
that tempers began to boil over, as a fracas
erupted which involved all 30 players. Com-
mon sense prevailed from the referee as he
calmed the situation down but nevertheless
there was still a lull of ill favour in the air.

Just before the half hour mark, Newcastle’s
consistent rhythm forced Northumbria into
giving away yet another penalty - something
of which was becoming a recurring theme.
The kick was brilliantly glided home by
Bettesworth to further the Royals lead (11-7).

You would have been forgiven for thinkin
that Newcastle would start to run away witE
the game due to their superior possession, but
as with vintage cup style, it was Northumbria
who scored next.

Turnover ball in the centre of the park al-
lowed the ‘Poly’ the platform on which to
attack. A well secured scrum left fly half O
Farrell to run openside. His depleted backline
however were all involved in the ruck and
so with acres of space to run into, and with
few options, he kicked for the posts scoring a
beautifully struck drop goal (11-10).

Newcastle instantly replied however, win-
ning yet another lineout; the Royals dominat-
ing set pieces throughout. Dom Shaw receiv-
ing the ball from tEe ever industrious Alex
McKenzie, he in turn popped the ball to Peter
Cole who skidded over the whitewash to ex-
tend Newcastle’s lead. Another Bettesworth
conversion took Newcastle into half time
leading 18-10.

The interval couldn’t come soon enough for
Northumbria, who were in for a second half

P’hoto: Phil Booth

shock as a resurgent Newcastle set out to in-
flict maximum damage on a disjointed ‘Poly”
performance thus far.

Newcastle continued from where they left
off, with wave after wave of attack. Good
handling, coupled with some solid pack play,
allowed the Royals backline with plenty of
ball, although it was a forward who would
extend Newcastle’s lead. Alex Mckenzie
storming through the Northumbria defence
to score bang on the hour, Bettesworth this
time though, wayward with his conversion
(23-10).

Newcastle flooded forward in search of
even more points. And their search would
not be in vein. Prolific winger Peter Cole cre-
ating space on the near touchline to thunder
over the try line, the back was enjoying an ex-
ceptional game.

ettesworth found his range with the kick
to take the scores to 30-10, and with only ten
minutes left, the contest was effectively over.
Nevertheless these weren't the last points of
the game, Northumbria’s Drew Long scoring
a consolation try under the posts on 77 min-
utes posts.

However, with seconds remaining, it was
Newcastle who ended the scoring with an-
other penalty, the reliable Bettesworth end-
ing his evening on a personal high (33-15).

e full time whistle blew much to the ju-
bilation of players and fans alike. News of
the Stan Calvert overall victory had spread,
and AU President Lydia Oxenham celebrat-
ed with supporters who had been superb
throughout.

Director of Rugby John Fenn was full of
praise for his battling heroes. “That was an
awesome display today, it was a massive
team effort from everyone,” he said. “We all
stepped up to the plate today especially as it's
aiainst the Poly, and we know what they’re
like.

“I'm pleased with the behaviour of the
crowd, our students were like what we expect
from the quality people they are. But on the
field today every one of those boys ste%ped
up, especially the front row, that was a ard
display today.”

8 tac
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NEWCASTLE PLAYER RATINGS
BY STEVEN IMPEY

an of the match:
Backs
15.Adam Armstrong: Scorer of Newcastle’s open-
ing try. Miss tigned the flight of the ball at times but
great covering and work-rate from full-back. Solid
{)erformance. 8/10
4. Peter Cole: Ve?llls esilient and extremely deter-
mined to stay on his feet with the ball. Scorer of
two of Newcastle’s tries with some great aware-
ness. 9/10
13. Ben Mercer: Had an excellent all round game
until brought off injured late in the first half. Es-
eciall 0st:rong in defence with some outstanding
its. §
12. Rob Holroyd: Had a great impact on the game.
Hit the line in offence as hard as he tackled in de-
fence. A very confident performance. 8/10
11. Anthony Shales: Very quick off the mark with
some fancy footwork. Tackled low and hard and
refuses to give in, whether he is chasing down a
high ball or just simply unfit to continue. Brave
erformance. 8/10
0. Luke Bettesworth: Great decision making on
the night. Knew when to play and, just as impor-
tantly, knew when to clear ¥1.is lines. Very com-
posed Iperformance and controlled the game with
clinical kicking at goal. 9/10
9. Dominic Shaw (v.capt): Always thinking one
SteEl ahead of play. Never afraid to confront or
e anything above his weight and controlled
his forwards very well. 8/10

Forwards
1. Harrison Pickervance: Excellent game at the
scrum. Turned ball over very well, creating a great
Elatform for the team to play from. 9/10
. Andy King: Struggled at times to find his jumper

in the line-out, but was very strong in other areas
around the field. Made his presence known at the
breakdown before having to come off injured with
a shoulder injury. 7/10
3. Ian Richards: Big performance all round. Hard
guy to pass and has some excellent hands. Was
turned in the scrum on the odd occasion but great
Zerformance nonetheless. 8/10 i

Greg Bramhall: Competed very well at the line-
out, sometimes even without being lifted. Played
with a lot of grit and determination, and was un-
lucky to find himself sin-binned in the first half.
8/10 :
5. Stephen Trench: Was always at the breakdown
and covered extremely well. Stopped the flow of
the Poly’s play with a Yot of work off the ball. 9/10
6. Zack King: Man of the match (see above). Excel-
lent overall game. Gave all sorts of problems to the
Poly stand-off and deserves his accolades for his
man of the match performance. 10/10
7. Rob Fahrenheim (capt): Played extremely well
off the fringes and looked like he had a point to
prove. Lead with conviction until brought off with
a knee injury. 9/10
8. Danie{ ompson: His pick and drives were
outstanding. Controlled the scrum well at 8 with

eat decision making and had a big influence on
the game with some important ‘grunt-work” at the
break-down. 9/10

Subs used
16. Keith Laughlin: Showed an improvement at
the line-out for the team. Great work-rate. 8/10
17. Dave Warwick: Needed to be very versatile
when on. Played in a variety of positions including
Flanker and Number 8. Solid performance. 7/10
18. Calum Chesterman: Worked hard at the break-
down and took advantaie of his time on the field
with some important tackles. 7/10
19. Rob Jackson: Came on in a difficult period at
full-back. Tackled under pressure and relieved
ressure with some expert kicking. 7/10
0. Ben Duncan: On at inside centre. Solid per-
formance for time on field and was another that
didn’t disappoint with a hard act to follow. 7/10
21. Alex Mckenzie: On at outside centre just before
half-time. Very composed performance in defence
with some commanding tackles scoring a wonder-
ful try. Excellent performance. 9/10
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Dominant Uni pick up posh points

Lacrosse sides march to vi

MEN’S LACROSSE

NEWCASTLE 17
NORTHUMBRIA 3

Sam Thomson

NEWCASTLE WALKED confi-
dently onto the field with much
more experience than their poly
counterparts, fully expecting
nothing less than a walkover
against Northumbria’s relative-
Ly new team.

The Poly came out enthusiasti-
cally, although unfortunately lost
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EASY PICKINGS.. Newcastle frounce poor "oly

their president and most expe-
rienced player, Adam Fadle, in
the early stages due to a dam-
aged e. With Fadle out of the
game, Newcastle quickly took
advantage and Captain Mark
Healey easily placed the ball in
the net.

Following this, the majority of
the play centred around North-
umbria’s net with shots flying
in from all angles. Takeshi “The
Sniper’ Fukuzawa scored a beau-
tiful goal and set up American
suﬁ:erstar Patrick Smith for an-
other just before the end of the
quarter.

The second quarter started
badly with a defensive slip-up

W Written off Royals

much fancied rivals

MEN’S FOOTBALL
2NDS

NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

Elmie Gavin

UBILANT SCENES greeted the
al whistle at Cochrane Park as
ewcastle l}ln'oved to be a class
@above an ill disciplined North-
umbria side. The 3-2 score-line
flattered the ‘Poly’ as only the
woodwork and a dubious pen-
alty decision prevented the Roy-
s from securing a more hand-
eme victory.
There were a few sore heads on
ursday morning as a Newcas-

tle side woke up to the tune of
victory, a tune that is becoming
ever more familiar to this vastly
irzHJlroving squad.

e Royals fielded an experi-
enced line-up, boasting mainly
final year students and maturit?:
and discipline flowed throug
the team, who were visibly fired
qu for the encounter. Inspired by
club captain Paddy Paisley and
Gordon Howarth at the back,
they started solidly and had the
lead inside ten minutes.

A blistering drive from Simon
Thorpe was simply too hot to
handle for Northumbria’s ‘keep-
er, who tipped the ball into the
roof of his own net.

The home side’s lead, however,
was premature, as just-minutes
later, the referee awarded the
visitors a soft penalty when Pais-

WOMEN'’S LACROSSE

‘ NEWCASTLE 28
A NORTHUMBRIA |
‘:j

| Sam Thomson

NEWCASTLE'S STARTING

i line-up consisted predominant-
ly of 3rd year students allowing
tﬁem to have one last shot at the

{ poly before graduating; the ma-
Lority of the Ist team were on the

ench cheering on their team-
mates in what would eventu-
ally be a fantastic victory.

1 Tie tone of the game was set in
the first three minutes with three
fast paced goals from Newcas-
tle, two from Zoe Thomson and
one from Elizabeth Hodgkinson.

leading to a Northumbria goal. laced the ball past the keeper

om close range. Newcastle con-
tinued to push forward allowing
Moodie to slide three more into

Newcastle soon }'I)ulled the game
back into control however with
an excellent §oal by midfielder

Duncan Moodie. Healey contin- the net.

The goals came flooding in after
this point with the Poly failing to
keep up with the high pace, an-
other five goals hitting the back
of the net without Northumbria
showing much presence. The
poly finally made a dash run into
the relatively unfamiliar terri-
torK of Newcastle’s half to score
a cheeky goal just before the end
of the quarter.

It was at this point that New-
castle decided to mix things u
‘just for fun’ by switching their
defence and attack around. How-
ever, this tactic did not slow the
blues down and the goals contin-
ued to rain in. Clemmie Stanley
contributed to. the increasing
score gag, looking more than
comfortable playing at the oppo-
site end of the field. The pace of
the game slowed down towards

ctory over sorry Northumbian rivals

half time but the addition of the
Freviously benched 1st teams’
resh legs in the third quarter,
allowed Newcastle to dominate
the rest of the game.
With the important BUSA
play-offs next week, the New-
castle team tested out some new
tactics, which appeared to work
well with every player in attack
scoring several goals. Megan
Passey and Helen Hodgkins
formed an excellent partnership
up-front with superb passing
whilst Newcastle’s goalie, Emily
Fenton, was left feeling bored
with the poly not even within
Newcastle’s half. Praise should
also go to 3rd year Ottie Stoot
who played for the full energy-
sapping 80 minutes, and contrib-
uted to the Newcastle win in this
thoroughly one-sided match.

Stan Calvert

ued to increase the lead up until
half tie with assistance from the
more than capable Newcastle at-
tacking line-up.

The third quarter saw North-
umbria venturing more often into
Newcastle’s half and they pulled
two back; however, amazing up-
field runs from defenseman Rob
Challens put a halt to the Poly’s
attacking spree. Fresher Jonn
Brown frequently found himse
in §00d positions next to the goal
and, with pin point accuracy,

-l'l l;Iu' ¢ hrn K.A
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claim shock victory over |
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SHOCK OF THEDRY

ley was harshly adjudged to have
fouled the visitors’ striker. A well
taken penalty levelled the score
at1-1.

The Royals, undisturbed by the
decision, set about their task once
more and they were soon back in
front. Stand-in social secretary
Joe Robertson volleyed home
from close range, taking full ad-
vantage of a defensive mistake.

Cracks now began to appear in
the Poly’s back line, and it was
striker Dave Woolman who fi-
nally stretched Newcastle’s lead
when he found himself with time
and space in the box. His cool
finish took the score-line to 3-1 at
the interval.

Northumbria offered little
reply in the second half and
never looked like scoring from
open play. Newcastle, however,

&ﬂ%“éﬁ'ﬁfﬁ@

Tensions were high in the final

quarter and, after some ungentle-
manly behaviour by the Poly, a
brawl ensued which resulted in a
man from both teams being sent
off. The game became very ag-
essive and ground balls were
ghly contested with big hits by
both teams. Mark Healey put the
final nail in the coffin when he
scored a terrific goal from Ionﬁ
range right on the stroke of fu

time.

potmatkable win,

threatened throughout and twice
hit the woodwork.

First through Woolman, who
came inches from adding to his
tally when a speculative effort
struck the foot of the post, then
through substitute Rio, whose
thunderous half volley hit the
bar.

Only another converted penalty
five minutes from time gave the
Royals a nervy last few minutes,
but they held out and secured the
vital cup points.

Triumph over their rivals and
a hard earned win for the under-
dogs meant jubilant celebrations
for the football club on Wednes-
day evening. One thing’s for cer-
tain, the final year students that
will leave soon, ensured they left
their mark in a memorable Stan
Calvert win.
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2007 / 2008
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STAN CALVERT
MEMORIAL CUP
NEWCASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA

David Coverdale & Ben
Robinson

AFTER A DAY of the highest sport-
ing drama, Newcastle University
overturned their bitter rivals to
emerge victorious in the 2007/08

www.tooclosecartoons,
blogspot.com

ith 1

Ee O

Stan Calvert Cup. The fourteenth
year of the varsity event was
brought to a glorious climax in
Gateshead International Stadium,
as hundreds of Newcastle students
stayed to see AU President Lydia
Oxenham lift aloft the Stan Calvert
Memorial Trophy.

Oxenham was understandably de-
lighted with the win as she said, “It
still hasn’t sunk in. Throughout the
afternoon I was convinced we had
lost, it seemed everything was head-
ing in their favour.

“I would like to congratulate all of
our teams for the immense amount
of effort they put into the day; I
couldn’t have asked for more. The

'‘Son of a Gun...'

r Sta
indii

rugby finale was a fitting end to a
brilliant competition and well and
truly hammered the final nail in the
coffin.”

All the experts predicted one of
the closest results in the event’s his-
tory. What do the experts know? A
fourteen point win does not lie, and
Newcastle were the dominant force
throughout the day.

Before the masses descended on the
evening’s events at Gateshead, the
outcome of the trophy had already
been pretty much sealed, barring
seven fixtures that went to the inde-
pendent adjudicators for appeal.

Six of these f res were challenged
by Northumbria, just one by the Uni.

At one point the results of the Ameri-
can football, men’s football seconds
and thirds, men’s lacrosse, women’s
rowing, women’s rugby and moun-
tain biking were all up in the air.

The winner of Stan Calvert was es-
sentially decided in Gateshead Stadi-
um’s VIP Lounge, as Oxenham and
Performance Sport Manager Fraser
Kennedy met with Northumbria’s
equivalents and the two independ-
ent adjudicators mid-way through
the men’s rugby union.



http://www.teeeloHeaptMM

